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Late Surveyor and Supervifor of the Buildings to the 
Hudfon’s-bay Company. 
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I. The vaft Importance of the Countries about Hupson’s-Bar 
to Creat-Britain, on Account of the extenfive Improvements 
that may be made there in many beneficial Articles of Com- 
merce, particularly in the Furs and in the Wuate and 
Seat Fisueries. And, ; 

II. The intcrefted Views of the’ Hudfop's bay Company; and 

he abfolute Neceflity of laying open the Trade, and making 
it the Objet of NationaL ExcournaGEMENT, as the only 


Method of keeping it ont of the Hands of the French. 


To which is addedan APPENDIX; containing, 

IL. A fhort HHiftory of the Difcovery af Hudfon’s-bay ; and of the Proceedings 
of the Englifh there fiace the Grant of the Hudfon’s-bay Charter: To- 
gether with Remarks upon the Pape:¢ and Evidence produced by that Com- 
pany before the Committee of the Honourable Houfe of ia the 
Year 1749. 

EL An Eftimate of the Expence of building the Stqne Fart, called Prince of 
Wales’s-fort, at the entrance of Churchill-river. 

PII. The Soundings of Nelfon-river. 

TV. A Survey of the Courfe of Nelfon-river. 

V. A Survey of Sczl and Gillam’s Ifands. And, 

VI. A Journal of the Winds and Tides at Churchill-river, for Part of the 
Wears 1746 and 1747. 

The Whole illuftrated, 


By a Draught of Netson and Hayes’s Rivers; a Draught 
of CuHurcHiti-river; and Plans of Yorx-Fort, and 
Prixce oF WALEs’s ForT. 
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The reader is defired to correct the following Errata, oceafioned 
by the author’s diftance from the prefs. 


Page 3. 1. 12. 16. 17. for Hay read Hey. 

22. 1. 21. for eight read fix. 

27. 1. 17 and page 28.1. 19 for Allen read Aljon. 

2005 and 6 for Je/s by two thirds than, read lefs than 
two thirds of 

30. Note at the bottom, for fig. 3 read fig. 1. 

20. 1. 20. dele all 

46. 1. 11. for them, read a frog, |. 12 and 13. for theme 
read i#, and 1. 14. for they were, read it was. 

60. 1526 and 30. for Cockapocka. read Cockacapo. 

54. 1. 19. for Pocathufko, read Pockaracifca. 

66. 1. 24 and 25. dele, of many tons, and |. 27. for feal- 
fkin, read fea-horfe fkin.. 

67. |. 11. after who, add, know the country, and 

68. 1. 10. for great, read greater. 
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Page 12. 1. 35. for feered, read jheered. 
13. 1. 7. dele and, 
15. 1. 26 and 2g. for fort read port, 
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My Lorp, 


47 OUR Lordfhip is the on- 
B ly perfon in the kingdom 
to whom I ought to dedicate the 
following fheets. I was prompt- 
a ed 


(ii) 

ed to write them by a {trong de- 
fire to ferve my native country; 
and | flatter myfelf, that your 
Lordfhip will look into them ata 
lerfure hour, and find, at leaft, 
fome amufement from the facts, 
though reprefented in a homely 
drefs. 

THE opening a new channel 
for trade to a vaft country, a- 
bounding with mhabitants, and 
with many beneficial articles of 
commerce, 1s a work that highly 
merits the attention of our wifeft 
and createft men. 

THERE are furs, my Lord, 
on this large tract of land, 
fufficient to fupply all Europe ; 
which yet are locked up by a 

few 
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few men, from the body of 
the people of Great Britain, 
though not from the French. 
The poor inhabitants are clad in 
the {kins of wild beafts, which | 
they part with freely for our 
woollen and iron manufactures, 
on fuch amazing low terms, as 
will fcarcely be credited by 
thofe who have not tafted of 
the fweets of the Hudfon’s- 
bay monoply. 

WHALES and various other 
fifh are fo plenty in the Bay, 
and in the inlets leading from 
thence to the weftern ocean, 
that the natives catch more 
than are neceflary for their fub- 
fiftence, with their own fimple 

a. 2 con- 


( iv ) 
contrivances. The land a- 
bounds with mines and muiner- 
als, and 1s alfo capable of great 
improvement by cultivation ; 
and the climate within the 
country 1s very habitable. If 
the able poor or the convicts 
were fent thither, with fuitable 
encouragement, they would 
very foon become happy them- 
felves and ufeful to the pub- 
lic, 

Your Lordfhip’s wife and 
fteady conduct fince you ap- 
peared at the head of the board. 
of trade, has drawn upon you 
the eyes of every trader in the 
nation; even the loweft manu- 
facturers now fay, “ They are 

* happy, 


Ge 

happy, fince HALIFAX pre- 
fides: He knows the true in- 
tere{tof the nation, that itde- 
pends upon trade and manu- 
factures; that we have now 
more rivals than ever; that 
navigation is our bulwark, 
and colonies our chief fup- 
port; and that new channels 
of trade fhould be induftri- 
oufly opened; therefore, he 
furveys the whole globe in 
fearch of frefh inlets, where 
our fhips may enter and 
traffic.” 

THESE are the fentiments 


that are univerfally entertained 


of your Lordfhip, and I am 


abundantly convinced that they 


are 


( vi ) 
are jufts; which makes me re- 
joice in the prefent opportunity 
of profefling myfelf, with the 
sreateft poflible refpect, 


My Lorp, 
Your Wormsirtr. 
Moft obedient and 


Moft bumble Servant 


London, April 
rgth, 1752. 


JosEPH ROBSON. 
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FTER having been fix years in the 

\ countries adjoining to Hudfon’s-Bay, up- 

on my return to London IJ found that the mer- 
cantile part of the nation thought it a matter 
of the utmoft importance to put the trade to 
that place upon a different footing, by laying 
it open to all the Britifli merchants, and {etting 
afide a hurtful monopoly, granted only by 
charter, and not confirmed by parliament but 
for feven years; which expired above fifty years 
ago: | 
Ir was evident, that notwithftanding the 
Hud{on’s-Bay Company had enjoyed the benefits 
of an exclufive charter for near eighty years, 
and had received no interruption to their pof- 
feffion firce the peace of Utrecht, they had 
not procured all the trade they might have 
done ; having dealt in nothing confiderable but 
the Fur- dade, and thro’ their parfimony on. 
one hand, and exorbitancy on the other, ‘con+ 
fined even that to a very nartow channel; fo 
that the trade to thofe vaft countries has been 
kept locked up; as if this kingdom wanted na 
new vent for its ee optirionire: nor inereafe to 
its fhipping. It was evident alfo, that ne the 
om- 


(2) 

Company had thus neglected the improvement 
of their own trade, and difcouraged a more 
extenfive one by induftrioufly preventing people 
from fettling about the Bay, and improving the 
lands and fifheries there, they had not taken 
care to check the incroachments of the French, 
who are daily increafing and extending their 
Fur-trade within land to the fouth-weftward 
and weftward of the bay, among the lakes and 
near the fources of the fevera] rivers upon which 
the Company have made fettlements. The 
chief trading cities and towns of Great Britain, 
therefore, from a juft concern for their own 
intereft and the intereft of their country, which 
are infeparably united, in the year 1749 peti- 
tioned the parliament againft the Company’s 
charter. 

To fupport the allegations contained in thefe 
petitions, feveral perfons were examined before 
a committee of the honourable houfe of com- 
mons appointed to enquire into the flate and con- 
dition of the countries about Hudjon’s-Bay, and 
the trade carried on there. Of thefe I was one: 
but for want of confidence, and an ability to 
exprefs myfelf clearly, the account I then gave 
was far from being fo exact and full as that 
which I intended to have given. And, indeed, 
It is impoffible, from all the accounts united, 
to form a juft idea, either of the countries 
about Hudfon’s-Bay, or the Company’s ma- 
nagement of the trade: I am acquainted with 
feveral of the witneffes, and know that they 
omitted upon their examination many impor- 

tant 
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tant circumftances which I had before oftei 
heard them relate ; which muft be attributed, 
either to their confufion upon appearing before 
fo awful an affembly, or to their having a 
dependance upon the, Company, and an ex- 
pectation of being employed again in their fer- 
vice. I will beg leave to give one inftance of 
this deficiency : 

ARTHUR SLATER mate of one of the Compa= 
ny’s floops in the Bay, being with Chriftopher 
Banifter, a witnefs; faid, that ‘‘ Longdon and 
** Hay ought to be hanged for laying down, 
** in a draught of a difcovery, places in Hud- 
“© fon’s-Bay which they never faw or knew 
“ anything of”: and Banifter reprimanding 
Hay for laying down thofe places upon con- 
jecture without having feen them; Hay an< 
fwered, ‘ Peugh, it fignifies nothing; it will 
*“ never be known”: but Banifter faid no- 
thing of this before the committee. I could 
produce many more inftances of the fame 
failure in point of evidence: but the reader 
will eafily obferve the difference between that 
which was produced before the committee, as 
télated in their report; and the account con- 
tained in the following pages. _ 

On the other hand the Company’s defence 
was made principally from journals and letters; 
which could not lie under the fame difadvan- 
tages; and thofe produced, were only fuch as 
were calculated to fet their affairs and conduct 
in the moft favourable light. 

na) ie BeinG 
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Berne fenfible therefore, that the committee . 
had been amufed by partial reprefentations ; 
that a much more extenfive trade may be 
eftablifhed in Hudfon’s-Bay, both for pelts 
and furs; that there are great appearances of 
valuable mines along the coaft; and that a pro- 
fitable fifhery for whales, feals, &c. might be 
carried on by means of the natives at a {mall 
expence; confidering alfo, the great {pirit for 
trade which appears in all the European na- 
tions, and the obligations we are under upon 
that account to remove every thing that ob- 
ftruéts our own trade and manufactures ; and 
being at the fame time convinced, that the 
mifmanagement of the Hudfon’s-Bay Com- 
pany in locking up thefe countries from Bri- 
tain, in not fettling them, and fending up 
traders to the lakes and fources of the rivers 
in the Bay, not anly gives the French an op- 
portunity of taking off the very beft commo- 
dities, but lays a foundation for their wrefting 
the whole country from us upon the firft war ; 
a truth acknowledged even by the Company’s 
principal officers: I fay, taking all thefe things 
together, I thought myfelf indifpenfably obliged 
to recover the truth out of that thick darknefs 
in which it had been defignedly involved, and 
fet it in the fulleft and cleareft light I was 
able, by the publication of the following 
freets. 

I know it has been induftrioufly propagated, 
by a fet of felf-interefted men, that the coun- 
tries adjoining to the Bay are incapable of any 

bene- 
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beneficial improvements ; and that the feverity 
of the climate renders them unfit for human 
creatures to inhabit. The fame was once faid 
of Siberia: but Siberia, which begins to be 
better known than the moft cultivated parts of 
Ruffia were a century ago, is found to be wa- 
tered with large navigable rivers, to have fpa- 
cious and fertile plains, and many rich mines 
of gold, filver, and other metals. Yet. this 
country, as it lies parallel with the more 
northerly part of Hudfon’s-Bay, and is as it 
were the center of a much larger continent, 1s 
{everal degrees colder than the countries wett- 
ward of the Bay; for the farther eafterly all 
northern countries are, they are proportionably 
colder, from the prevailing wefterly winds, in 
the higher latitudes, croffing over large tracts 
of land covered with fnow, whilft the winds 
which come from the ocean and open fea, are 
milder and more. temperate. Banifhment to 
this country was at firft thought little better 
than immediate death: but by venturing to 
make ufe of it for this purpofe, it was found to 
be very habitable, its immenfe treafures were 
difcovered, and the power of the Ruffian em- 
pire was greatly extended and increafed. Let 
us make the fame experiment with the coun- 
tries about Hudfon’s-Bay; either affign them 
as a place of banifhment for our convicts, or 
fend thither properly furnifhed a number of 
men of capacity and refolution, or do both ; 
and the fame, or better, ] am perfuaded, il 
be the effects. 
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Tue Company have for eighty years flept 
at the edge of a frozen fea; they have fhewn 
no curiofity to penetrate farther themfelves, 
and have exerted all their art and power to 
cruth that fpirit in others. They have kept 
the language of the natives, and all that might 
be gained by a familiar and friendly intercourfe 
with them, as much as poffible, a fecret to 
their own fervants; and the invaluable trea- 
{ures of this extenfive country a profound {e- 
cret to Great Britain. But there are not only 
bare fymptoms, but confirmed accounts of 
many rich mines here; there are fine rivers 
running from and leading tothe fouthward and 
fouth-weftward, inviting the people to go up 
and’ fee -what ‘the countries afford: and inter-. 
preters have -gathered from the natives, that 
they have been in countries where the rivers 
run a contrary courfe to the rivers in the Bay; 
that fome have feen the fea and fhips on the 
other fide of the land to the weftward ; that 
the people dwell in towns ; ‘that little {now lies 
in that country *; and that the French live 
and trade with them within the country at 
the heads of thofe rivers that run down to the 
Englifh factories. | | 


* Some of the Indians that come to York-fort have 
wondered to fee the {now-fhoes ; and upon being told to 
what ufe they were applied, have anfwered, that as they 
had but little fnow, they had no occafion for fuch helps. 
And a trader informed me, that having’one day offered an 
Indian woman fome prunes to make up the defeéts of a bad 
commodity, fhe afked him'how he could offer her fruit of 
which fhe had plenty in her own country. 
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I had an opportunity during my refidence in 
Hudfon’s-Bay, to obtain many accounts of the 
country, and the conduct of the Company ; by 
which, and my own obfervations, the follow- 
ing articles are confirmed to me as matters of 
fact. 

J. Tuatr the Hudfon’s-Bay Company have 
{hewn no concern for the improvement of their 
trade, extending it but partially to the Furs, and 
totally neglecting the Mines and Fifheries. 

I]. Tuat they believe a more extenfive 
trade, and farther difcoveries inconfiftent with 
their intereft; as an exclufive trade and valu- 
able difcoveries might alarm the people of 
Great Britain, and engage them in fchemes to 
lay the trade open and fettle the countries. 

Ill. THAT in confequence of this narrow 
fpirit of felf-intereft, the French have been 
encouraged to travel many hundred miles over 
land from Canada, and up many rivers that 
have great water-falls, in order to make trad- 
ing fettlements; and that they carry on a 
friendly intercourfe with the natives at the 
heads of moft of our rivers weftward of the 
Bay, even as far as Churchill-river, and inter- 
cept the Company’s trade. 

IV. Tuar there are fine improveable lands 
up the rivers in the Bay; and no Britifh fettle- 
ments, or colonies, made or attempted to be 
made there. 

V. Tuart it is very practicable to navigate 
the rivers and lakes, and fettle colonies upon 
them, which might be comfortably fubfifted 

mee | by 
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by tillage and pafturage, to the great improve- 
ment of the trade of the country, and the 
confumption of Britifh manufactures. 

VI. Tuar the feveral tribes of natives hin- 
der each other, by their wars, from hunting 
to advantage, and coming to the Englifh facto- 
ries: whereas, if the Englifh had fettlements 
among them, and took pains to civilize and 
éndear them, they would apply themfelves to 
hunting in the proper feafons, and bring all 
their “othe to the Englifh factories; which 
would put an effectual ftop to the incroach- 
ments of the French. 

VII. Tuart there are the ftrongeft fymp- 
toms, and even confirmed accounts of valuable 
mines about the Bay. 

VII. Tuart a very profitable fifhery might 
be eftablifhed in the Bay and Straits for Whales 
and Seals, by means of the Efkimaux and 
other natives. 

IX. Tuar it is practicable in two fummers, 
and with very little expence, to determine the 
reality of a north-weft paflage. And, 

X. Tuart the laying open the trade of 
Hudfon’s-Bay, and making it the obje& of 
national encouragement, is the only method 
left of keeping both the trade and the country 
out of the hands of the French. 

Aut thefe particulars I have endeavoured to 
fet in the cleareft light; and I have to the beft 
pf my knowledge kept within ‘the bounds of 
truth. } 
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N the year 1733 I embarked on_ board 
j the Mary frigate, commanded by’ captain 

George Spurrell, bound for Churchill-river in 
Hudfon’s-Bay. We failed from Gravefend the 
16th of May, put into Tinmouth the 24th, 
touched at Carftown in the Orkneys the 7th of 
June, and arrived at Churchill-river the 3d of 
Auguft. 

I was ordered directly to Efkimaux-point at 
the entrance of the river, where I found feveral per- 
fons employed in laying the foundation of a ftone- 
fort. The principal workman was an old man, 
named Tuttie, who had been a labourer to 
mafons in London, and knew nothing of the 
theory of building; and the perfon whom the go- 
vernor had appointed overfeer, was one Thomas 
Giddins, formerly a common foldier, but lately a 
hofier near London, who failing in his bufinefs, 
was taken into the Company’s fervice and fent to 
Churchill-river, not as a tradefman, but as a com- 
mon fervant. Under fuch influence was the build- 

ing 
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ing carried on, as if it had been the firft attempted 
to be made by the nation to whom it belonged. 

In thefe circumftances it was natural to con- 
clude, that the governor would be pleafed to find 
a man capable of conducting the building pro- 
perly; and accordingly I ventured to interfere in 
the direction. But upon the governor’s firft vifit, 
who, as it was the feafon for the coming in of the fhip 
from England, was obliged to refide chiefly at the 
old factory five miles diftant, I found myfelf egre- 
gioufly miftaken. He fhook his horfewhip at me. 
and afked, Who made me a director over thew 
men ? But notwithftanding this difcouraging check, 
J ftill applied diligently to the work; for I was 
young and fond of fhewing my abilities, and was 
befides much grieved to fee a building of fuch con- 
fequence ryined thro’ ignorance and want of 
care, 

THE next time the governor came, he’ offered 
me a dram, and told me I muft do nothing with- 
out firft acquainting him. But as he lived at fo 
great a diftance, I thought it wrong to retard the 
work by fending to him for inftructions which I 
knew he was incapable of giving; for he was an 
abfolute ftranger to the rules of building, having 
been brought up from a boy in Hudfon’s-Bay, 
where nothing is to be learned but the language 
and manners of the natives, and the methods of 
trading with them. 

Tue ftones we made ufe of being of the 
pebble kind, could only be hammered into fhape. 
The choofing out thofe which were moft proper 
for the purpofe was the firft ftep, the laying them 
near the place where they would be wanted the 
next, and the fixing them to the beft advantage, and 
with leaft hammering, was the third and principal. 
The fecond only was the province of our overfeer, 
who in every thing elfe a¢ted under my direction as 

| | maton ; 
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mafon: and: being piqued at receiving orders from 
a ftranger, who, perhaps, examined too narrowly 
and reproved too freely for his intereft, he took 
every opportunity of fecretly oppofing my plan, 
and often ordered the labourers to lay the ftones 
downwrong: This retarded the work exceedingly ; 
for I was determined to rectify all miftakes, whe- 
ther they proceeded from ignorance or malice. In- 
deed after I left the country the building proceeded 
in. the old way, without any ufeful guidance or in- 
efoection ; and every error paft uncorrected. This 
‘Was evident upon my return in 1746; for part of 
that which they conduéted had tumbled, and 
much more of it bulged: and.I am convinced 
that if the cannon upon the rampart had been 
loaded and fired for fervice, much of it muft have 
fallen upon the firft or fecond difcharge. 

We left off building in the beginning of Sep- 
tember, and repaired to the old factory five miles 
up the’ river; and when winter fet in, the fervants 
were ordered abroad to their feveral works, fome 
to fifh, others to the woods, and fome to hunt and 
trap. The fifhers go up to the lakes, as well as 
up the rivers. ‘There are fome particular places, 
where fifh are only to be caught when the river’ is 
frozen over, as at the foot of a deep ftream, or 
the mouth of a creek. They fometimes make 
large openings in the ice, where they angle with a 
hook and line, and catch falmon, pike, mothy, 
titemag, &c. Sometimes they cut feveral fmall 
holes in a right line, at fuch- diftances as they 
can pafsaline at the end of a ftick, from. hole to 
hole, and hawl a net through under the ice; but in 
the beginning of winter when the ice is not very 
thick, they cut a larger opening, and fet nets. By 
fome of thefe methods fifh are taken till after 


Chriftmas. 
Tuose 
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Tuose that are fent to the woods, cut down 
trees, or fquare the timber that was cut down the 
former winter, or faw it into planks; and after 
Chriftmas hawl it upon fleds to the river fide, fet- 
tine it up near the fire wood that is intended to 
be rafted to the factory in the fummer. 

Tue hunters and trappers fhoot partridges, 
pheafants, and other game for the fubfiftence of 
the factory; and fet traps in their walks made of 
fmail ftakes, anda pretty large log, that falls ups 
on ermines, martins, foxes, or any beaft that hap- 
pens to take the bait. They are obliged to carry 
all the furs they get to the factory, to be fent home 
in the Company’s cargo, for which they are al- 
lowed the half of what they produce at the Com- 
pany’s fale; but I know by experience, that this 
of late has turned to very little account. In this 
manner we fpend the autumn and winter. We 
had brought over in the fhip a bull, four heifers, 
two oxen, anda horfe; there was an Orkney bull 
and cow there before: fome of the heifers after- 
wards calved, and I think with care they would 
have increafed and done weli; tho’ this place is 
in 59 deg. and the moft northerly fettlement in 
the Bay. 

In the fpring 1734, all hands were employed 
to haw! down necefflaries on a large fled upon the 
ice, and to prepare materials for the building a- 
gainft the weather would permit us to work. By 
this time I difcovered in what manner affairs were 
managed in the Bay, having contracted an inti- 
macy with the furgeon, who had lived in the coun- 
try three years. 

As the wind fuffered very littie fnow to lie on 
the hill where the fort was to be erected, upon the 
firft thaw I began to examine whether it was 
Jaid out conformably to the plan; but finding it 
very ill executed, I altered the piquets, and had 

the 
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the foundation dug afrefh; and the governor 
feemed pleafed, and fecretly offered me fuch tri- 
fling favours as they beftow upon the Indians. 
We contended, however, about many points; and 
with fome difficulty I obtained mortar, which tho’ 
not very good was yet better than none. I was 
follicitous for the perfection of the building, and 
therefore oppofed every ftep which I thought not 
calculated to anfwer the end; while he, on the 
contrary, feemed more defirous to have much 
work done, than to have it well done. 

As foon as the fecond fummer was over, and 
we were fettled again in our winter quarters at the 
old factory, the governor fent for me to inftruct 
him in dialling. I had the preceding winter taught 
him numbers and drawing, for which he paid me 
at the rate they pay the Indians for their furs, with 
a dram now and then, which I refufed almoft as 
often as it was offered. But the indignity he put 
upon me at my firft arrival, the difputes that con- 
tinually fubfifted between us in relation to the build- 
ing, the tyranny of his temper, and the poverty of 
his‘underftanding, had at length created in me fuch 
a diflike of the man and his converfation, that I 
now refufed to be with him. ‘This he refented 
highly, and ordered me out to hawl che fled, and 
do other drudgeries of a common fervant. I 
obeyed his capricious commands with feeming 
chearfulnefs, becaufe I would not give him any 
pretence for complaining to the Company : but my 
mind was fo embittered and depreffed by this treat- 
ment, that in the fummer 1725, I was unable 
to carry on the building with any fpirit. This 
he perceived; and being bent upon a voyage to 
England when the fhips returned, and fo well con- 
vinced of the incapacity of the other workmen, as 
not to be willing to leave the building to their ma- 
nagement, he endeavoured to footh me by promifes 
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of favour, which, as I knew the man, I did not 
tely on; however, as he made fome conceffions 
which I thought I had a right to expeét, I affured 
him I would exert all my {kill and care in directing 
the building while I ftaid, but that I was deter- 
mined to go home at the expiration of the time 
fpecified in my contract. And accordingly I gave 
notice of my refolution to the Gouna a letter 
in which I could not help complaining of the go- 
vernor’s behaviour to me, and remonftrating that 
the fort would be fpoiled if it was left to his ma- 
nagement. Soon after this he embarked for Eng- 
land ; and at his return next year, 1736, we learnt 
that he had given the Company fuch a favourable 
reprefentation of his conduét as to procure very 
high commendations, clofed with a promife of 
an advanced falary of 20/. per ann. for five years, 
if he would ufe all his application to expedite the 
building of the fort. The bringing this to a 
fpeedy conclufion, was the point that engroffed all 
their attention, and the encouragement was well 
adapted to that end; but, taking the governor’s 
want of fkill into the account, it was no lefs calcu- 
lated to render the building totally ufelefs. What 
was the real effect, the reader will fee in the courfe 
of this work, for whofe fatisfaction I have inferted 
in the appendix an eftimate of the expence the 

Company have been at in ruining this fort. 
Arter three years of vexation and althoft in- 
effectual labour, I left the people at the Bay to 
purfue their own meafures, and fet fail for London ; 
where I had no fooner arrived than I went to pay 
my refpects to the Company. But inftead of tak- 
ing notice of my fervices, they did not even afk 
me a fingle queftion about the fort, but treated 
me as a troublefome and refractory fellow. For 
this I am fenfible I was indebted to the governor, 
who had fo grofly impofed upon them in every 
refpect, 
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refpect, that they afked a mafon who was going 
over in their fervice whether a wall built with or 
without mortar was the ftrongeft,; and by the 
event they were made to believe the latter, as no 
mortar was ufed for the fort after I left the coun- 
try. 

ae every intelligent man in the Bay be- 
lieved that the Company was averfe to the making 
difcoveries, I could not for fome time help con- 
troverting an opinion that charged them with fo 
much weaknefs and inattention to their intereft; 
but I was obliged at laft to fubmit to the evidence 
of faéts, among a variety of which they told me 
the following : 

Governor Knight and captain Barlow being 
well affured that there were rich mines to the 
northward, from the accounts of the Indians of 
thofe parts who had brought fome of the ore to 
the factory, they were bent upon making the dif- 
covery; and the governor faid he knew the way to 
the place as well as to his bedfide. When they re- 
turned to England, therefore, they importuned the 
Company to fit them out a fhip and floop to go in 
queft of thefe mines; but meeting with no encou- 
ragement, they told the Company, with a becom- 
ing fpirit, that zf they did not chufe to equip them for 
this fervice, they would apply to thofe that would do 
it chearfully. Upon this the Company complied; 
and they fet out upon the expedition, but were 
unhappily loft in the Bay. Thofe who told me 
this affured me, that fome of the Company faid 
upon this occafion, that they did not value the lofs 
of the fhip and floop as long as they were rid of thofe 
troublefome men; and that it was fome time after, 
that they fent Scrages to the northward to difcover 
if they or any of the crew were alive. My infor- 
mants could not mention this circumftance without 
indignation; and juftly obferved, that as it was 
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poffible thefe unhappy fufferers might have got 
{afely to land, where they could have fupported 
themfelves with the fhip’s provifions, the fending a 
floop directly in fearch of them might have 
faved their lives. | 

Tue fettlements which the French had made 
about the Bay were alfo a fubject of difcourfe 
among the fervants: but as no notice was then 
taken of the French being at the head of Nelfon- 
river, as there 1s now, it is probable, that they 
have pufhed on to Nelfon-river fince that time; 
and they will extend their fettlements ’till we have 
not the power of diflodging them, if fome fpeedy 
methods are not taken to prevent it. The Com- 
pany had done many things, they obferved, par- 
ticularly the fending a floop to Whale-cove, to 
quiet the importunities of a gentleman in London 
who had charged the Company with being afleep. 
Sir Biby Lake indeed, they added, had clofetted 
this gentleman, and endeavoured to remove the 
charge ; but they were of opinion it was too juftly 
founded, or they would not tamely fuffer the 
French to make fuch dangerous encroachments. 

Ir was then the general opinion of the fervants 
at the Bay, that the Company thought the difco- 
very of a north-weft paffage inconfiftent with their 
intereft ; and accordingly all who have attempted 
the making this difcovery are confidered by the 
fervants as the Company’s worft enemies. While 
I was in the Bay, the Churchill-floop went twice 
or thrice to York-fort, and I heard much about 
Whale-cove and the floop’s having been there ; par- 
ticularly, that the floop having once a hawfer 
faftened round a large ftone on the fhore at low- 
water mark, about high water a black whale got 
foul of the hawfer, forced it from the ftonés, and 
towed the floop to fea. Many things were alfo 
told about the natives at W hale-cove, and of Scrage’s 


floop 


) 
loop that was fent after Knight and Barlow: but 
in all the difcourfes about thefe and other expedi- 
tions, there was no mention of the Company’s in- 
clination to difcover a north-weit paflage, nor of 
any attempt that they had ever made for that pur- 
pole. 

To converfe with an Indian is a great crime, 
but to trade with him for a fkin is capital, and pu- 
nifhed by a forfeiture of all wages. If a fervant is 
guilty of theft, or any act that would be deemed 
erofs felony by the laws of England, and fubject 
him to capital punifhment, the governor only 
whips him, and afterwards fends him home to be 
profecuted by the Company: but from a miftaken 
lenity, or for fome fecret reafons, they. proceed no 
farther thana quiet difmiffion from their fervice. 
There are inftances of this within my own know- 
ledge, and I never heard of a fingle one to the 
contrary. But men are generally tenacious of their 
own interefts, and’ if they are worthy members of 
the community, muft fhrink at’ admitting into 
it, one whom they know to be a villain, and fuffer- 
ing him to live at large when the law has put it in 
their power to cut him off, or at leaft to ftigma- 
lige him with marks of publi ic infamy. The natu- 
ral conclufion, therefore, is, that the Company are 
unwilling to try the iffue of a legal procefs, left by 
any, accidental mention of theirtranfactions in the 
Bay, their whole conduét fhould be too nicely fcru- 
tinized, and their right to an exclufive trade ex- 
amined. and fet afide. 

_-Manvy other important obfervations were made by 
me during my firft abode in this country, and many 
well-attefted accounts given me by the Company’s 
fervants :. but as they will be mord fuitably con- 
nected with what happened to me in the time of my 
fecond refidence there, ‘I have: chofen te incorporate 
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them with the relation of thofe events which I fhall 
enter upon immediately. | 

In the year 1744 I embarked aboard the prince 
Rupert, George Spurrel commander, bound firft to 
Churchill-river, and afterwards to York-fort. I 
lived with the captain upon very good terms, and 
converfed freely with him about the affairs of the: 
Hudfon’s-Bay Company. Speaking one day of 
the néw affociation for fending fhips to the Bay for 
the difcovery of a north-weft paffage, he told me, 
that it was his opinion the Company would not 
have entertained me a fecond time, if it had not 
been to keep me from Mr. Dobbs. I replied, I 
was not fenfible that I could be of any fervice to 
thofe gentlemen. Yes, rejoined he, you know the 
nature of the country, and how to lay down a 
fort. 

Tue French fettlements were alfo a fubject of 
our converfation ; upon which occafion I expreffed 
my furprize, that the Company did not fend Englifh- 
men up the rivers to encourage and endear the na- 
tives, and by that means put a ftop to the pro- 
grefs of the French. The captain admitted the 
expediency of fuch a ftep, but urged the hazards 
an Enghihman was expoled to, and the hardfhips 
he mult fuffer, in going up the rivers with goods. 
To this I aniwered, that the French came many 
hundred miles over sand from Canada, carrying 
goods at their backs, and furmounting every diffi- 
culty, till they penetrated to the very fources of 
thofe rivers upon which we might carry’up all the 
conveniences both for fubfftence and trafic with 
little hazard-and lefs toil. » So far from controvert- 
ing this, he-faid, that he -believed the French 
would have all-the country in another century: To 
which I-could not help itnmediately replying, that 
tuch an alienation could: only be effeéted thro’ the 
remiffaels of the Englifh, In all that paffed be- 

tween 


( 19 ) 
tween us upon this fubject, I did not-hear.a fingle 
reafon that in any tolerable manner accounted for 
the Company’s conduct. 

_ Tue ftone-fort at Churchill-river was once mens 
tioned ; and the captain informed me, that it was 
very badly executed after I left-it., for fome parts 
had fallen, which were obliged to be rebuilt; and 
others were ready to fall: but that which I had 
conducted, he faid, ftood firm, and he believed 
would\continue to ftand. I was willing to difcover 
the true caufe. of this mifmanagement, and, there- 
fore, faid, that I greatly wondered the Company 
did not take more care of a building of fuch im- 
portance. But I foon perceived that the fubject 
was too tender to dwell upon; for the captain an- 
fwered me with great referve. He faid enough, 
however, to convince me, that the Company had 
not the well-building of the fort at heart, but de- 
fired the name more than the thing itfelf,; which 
they might furely have purchafed at a much cheaper 
rate. I hope I fhall not lofe the good opinion of 
the reader, by mentioning thefe things, which 
would not have efcaped me, if I did not think that 
the making known every teftimony I could procure 
in confirmation of thefe faéts tended to the good of 
my country, my obligations to promote which fu- 
perfede the rights of private converfation, if they 
are not made facred: by a promife of fecrecy. 

Orr Cape-farewell we difcovered feveral fail of 
fhips, and gave chace to a veffel larger than the 
reft, (for we were four in company) which afterwards 
proved to be a Dutchman. When we were got near 
the Savage-Iflands in Hudfon’s-ftraits, the Efki- 
maux for feveral days came off to us in great num- 
bers, and gave us, in exchange for whatever we 
thought fit to offer them, whalebone, fea-horfer 
teeth, feal-fkins, furs, and even the apparel they 


had on. A few days after we thought wé had 
Oe dif- 
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diftevered a cotimodious harbour, and a confalta- 

tion:was propofed about fending, off boats to .ex- 

amine it ; but I heard our captain declare, that they 

were’ not permitted to fend a boat afhore .in the 

ftraits: upon any account. Ag Cape-Diggs the 
captain expected more Efkimaux; but none ap- 

pearing, he conjetured that the Indians from the 

éuft-mhain had cut them off. Here two boats were 
érdered afhore ‘to look for a harbour, and found a 

good-orne. When we had run almoft acrofs the 
Bay, ‘aad were got neas fome banks to the north- 

yard .of Churchill-river, the captain expreffed hes 
repret that they were not tried fer cod; for it 
feemed highly probable to him, he faid, that. there- 
was almoft as ‘miany tobe taken there as at News 
foundland. - However, he did “pot ftazy to male 

the experiment, but made the beft of ‘his way-for 

Churchill-river;, where we arrived foon after. 

> Ewent afhore immediately, for I was impatient 

Ww fee'the fort 5 and-at che firft view the effects of 
the..extraordinary falary athowed the governor. for 
expedition, were eafily perceived. Inftead of a 

detenfible fort capable of refifting the force of ar 

enemy, it had in many plaees yielded to ts own 

weaknefs and the atracks of wind and weather’; 

and was not only unworthy of the name by which 

i¢ was diftinguifhed, but even of the perfons: at 

whofe -coft m was built. I haftened back:to the 

fhip,.: grieved to fee fo excellent a plan. fpoiled ; 

and convinced, that for the fame money-as was 

expended upon this fort, though far fhort of the 

fam of .thirty or forty thoufand pounds, at which 

i was sated. by a gentleman before the houfe of 

commions, upon a ey wrong information givea 

‘him: by fomte .of the: Company, who could have 

‘expended no more thaa eight thoufand- pounds *5 
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Ifay, that even for fo fmall a fum, a good fore 
might have been erected, capable of fecuring the 
{ubjects and the trade of Britain from the attacks 
anid wicroachments of her worft enemies. 
— We failed owt of Churchill-river, and {oon ar- 
rived 4t York-fort upon Hayes’s-river, where the 
fhip was to deliver her cargo and take in anothen 
After her departure for England, 1 applied myfelf 
to the {fetting up beacons in order to make a chart 
of the river: The governor, who had refided in 
the country tweaty years, was perfoct mater of 
the traditiorial. hiftory of it, even from the firf 
fettlement of the Englifh ; and being a free and 
gommunicative man, he ufed frequently fo entertain 
ts with a regular account: of all tke principal 
events and difcoveries ; to which the hngunfts fel- 
dom failed to add the information they had ga 
thered from the natives. By their means I foon 
obtained a general knowledge of the country, as 
well inland as upon the coatts. 
~ Wuen the feafon approached for going abroad, 
T mentioned to the governor a defign I had long 
entertained of travelling up the country, not only 
to confirm what I had heard, but to make new 
difcoveries. This brought on difmal cales of the 
difficulties to be encountered in fuck an expedition : 
and when I talked of going up the ciwers, I was 
told of ftupendous heaps of ice and dreadful water- 
falls, which would not only obftruct my paflage, 
but endanger my life. To confirm this he faid, 
that governor Maclifh, ia company with him and 
one or two more, once attempted to go a Jitthk way 
up Nelfon-river to lonk for umber, in order to 
build a factory: that when they had croffed the 
ifland, they fouad {uch heaps of ice in the river, 
that thcy were difcouraged from, proceeding any 
higher: the governor, therefore, returned, fay- 
ing it was fo: fatiguing and dangerous, tbat he 
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would venture no farther; and that-if- they went 
as high as he intended, they might perhaps meet 
with no timber, ..He added other accounts:to in- 
timidate me, and drive me from my purpofe; and 
the reft of the people alfo, of whom I did not fail 
to enquire, related exactly the fame ftorie?: but T 
could not find that a fingle man among them told 
thefe things from his own experience, but only 
from the reports of others, which, as they might 
have a weaker foundation the higher they were 
traced, I refolved not to credit,. but to be de- 
termined folely by the evidence of my own fenfes. 
Accardingly, I acquainted the governor, that 
with his permiffion I would {fet out immediately 
for Nelfon-river, which I had q ftrong inclination 
to goup, He gave me his confent indeed, but 
with fuch evident marks of difpleafure, that tho’ 
a guide is always fent out with a ftranger even to 
the moft trifling diftance, left by the weather's 
proving hazy he fhould be loft; and tho’ it was 
ight miles ffom York-fort to Nelfon-river, thro? 
woods and plains where J had never been; I was 
fuffered to go alone expofed to all hazards : how- 
ever I:faund the way,. and got home again fafe 
and well. | | 
-. TuHar part of the river where I took my firft 
view appeared tq be about foyr miles brqad. The 
ice was then driving about in great quantities, and 
the weather was very thick and {nowy. This form- 
eda dreadful profpect, and had fuch aneffect upon 
me, that I could not help feeling fome impreffion 
from the ftories I had heard; which perhaps my 
being alone and a itranger, did nat a little con- 
tribute. to ftrengthen ; therefore relinguifhed my 
firft defign, and contented myfelf the remainder of 
that winter with making a chart of Hayes’s-river, 
During this employment, J Jearnt that Nelfon. and 
Hayes’s-rjvers were Qut different branches of the 
| fame 
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fame river, which divided about one hundred miles 
above York-fort, forming an ifland betwixt them. 
The greater part of the natives that trade at York- 
fort, 1 was told, came down the branch called 
Hayes’s river; it being reckoned by them much 
the fhorter way, and not fo wide and dangerous as 
Nelfon-branch. But upon examining the inter- 
preters more clofely, they could not make it appear, 
that the natives found much Seth dificulties in 
coming down or going up the one than the other; 
and the only fubftantial reafon I could find for the 
preference, was, thatas York-fort lay upon Fayes’s- 
river, ne NelNoen-river was very broad below, 
ey could not bring their furs round by fea below 
e point of the ‘and which divides the br: anches, 
without great danecr, nor conveniently carry them 
by land acrofs the ifland. But with regard to the 
difficulties of navigating the oe branches, 
which were fo magnihed on the Nelion fide, I ar- 
sued thus: ‘Phey ‘both pi ee Re the fame level 
ie water at the head of the ifland, one hundred 
miles above the factory ; and at the fea aré again up- 
on an equal level; it then there were greater falls 
or fharps upon Nelfon-river (as they allow it was 
Jonger in its courfe) than upon Se there 
mult be more upon Hayes’s-river; and the dif- 
tances betwixt fal! and fail upon Nelfon, muft be 
greater and the waters more level, than upon 
Hayes? s-river; as a fall of three feet in ten, muft 
be twice as fharp as a fall of three feet in twenty : 
therefore I concluded, that there was as good going 
up and down Nelfon-river as Hayes’s-river; which 
upon examination I afterwards found true. 
In the year 1744, on occafion of a French war, 
the See thought it expedient to winter the 
‘Sea-horfe frigate, captain Fowler, in the @ay. 
He according! y wintered in Churchill-river ; but 
s foon as the river was apen, and the ice was cleared 
oe from 
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from the fhore, he failed from thence to Hayes’s- 
river, to be ready upon the approach of any of the 
enemy’s fhips, to take up the buoys and beacons, 
and run up a-breaft of the factory, In this inter- 
val of leifure, captain Fowler prevailed witn the 
governor to Jend’ him the factory’s long boat, that 
he and 1 might found Nelfon-river , for it was then 
totally ynknown to the Compdny’s fervants, whe- 
ther a fhip could go in or ot: a poist furely well 
worth determining, as the fhips, which always :ie 
in five-fathom-hole, the entrance of which is very 
bad, might be fecure of a retreat in cafe of danger 
from ftoerms or anenemy, Accordingly, on the 
isth July, 1745, we lett the fhip in five-fathom- 
hole to go upon this expedition ; anda journal of 
the foundings and the courfes of the river is added 
in the appendix. 

Wuen we entered the river’s mouth, it blewa 
frefh gale; and foon after there came on fo thick 
afog, that we could not fee the fhore on either 
fide, We had now a rough: fea, and only three 
feet water, and if the boat had ftruck and filled 
here we muft inevitably have perifhed; for in two 
cafts more of the line, which the man caft as 
quick as he coyld, we found ourfelves in eight 
fathom water. When the fog blew off fufficiently 
to }et us fee the fhore on both hides, we fteered up 
the river along the north fhore, and pafled Seal 
sland, beyond which we met 2 ftrong fiream, but 
having a fair wind we failed up till we found 
{mooth water. Soon after we returned and pitched 
pur tent upon a fine gravelly point of Guillayn’s 
afland, where our boat lay very faicly all night. 

Teer next day we mace obfervations upon the 
iflands, and along the banks; bur in al! our fearches 
no figns could be diicovered of their having ever 
been a fettiement upon this river. I went up much 
higher flan the Company would have fixed @ 
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factory, if one may judge from their factories up- 
gn other rivers; and the trees all the way. were of 
full fize and growing near the edge on bath fides, 
without a fingle ftump among them, or the leaft 
token of any having. ever been cut down: :but 
where there is a fettlemient, a great quantity of wood 
is cut down in one year’s time, and that is taken 
which is neareft and: to be got with leaft labour. 
Indeed when I was up this river in the winter, [I 
found in a creek on the north fide, a little way.a- 
bove Gillam’s ifland, two or three ftumps of large 
trees; but I immediately conjectured, that they 
muft have been cut down many years ago. by pers 
fons who: had accidentally ténted in that creek ; 
for the ftumps were very old and decayed, and: 
they do not decay faft in this country. Befides, if 
any of the Company’s fhips had ever gone up thig 
river, the entrance of it could: not have been. un- 
known in 14745: neither would they have left it to 
fettle upon Hayes’s-river, where they had a fettle- 
ment above fixty years ago. wher the French took 
pofieffion of it, and gave the name of Fort Bourbon 
to what the Company at firft.called Port Nelfon 
from the mafter of Sir Thomas Button’s fhip, but 
afterwards York-fort in compliment to the duke: 
of York; nor would they have had two. faétories. 
fo near each other. Indeed, either thro’ ignorance 
or defign, the old name of Port Nelfon’ has been 
fince reftored, the Company’s letters in 1688, 
r690, and 1691 being addreffed to governor Geyer 
and council at’ Port Nelfon; yet the anfwers to thefe 
very letters are all of them dated from York-fort, 
From the whole therefore it is evident, that no 
fettlement has ever been made upon the branch 
called Nelfon-river, fince the date of the Company’s 

charter. | 
Aswewalkedalong the riverfide we faw many {tones 
in fhape and colqur like a cannon ball; and upon 
breaking 
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breaking them againft larger ftones we found that 
the infide alfo looked like iron. Up another river, 
called Ship-river, a few miles eaftward along fhore. 
from York-fort, there is a bank abounding with 
thefe round ftones. . When we had repaffed the 
mouth of the river and were got near the fhip, it 
being then young flood and a fine afternoon, the 
white whales appeared upon the furface in. fuch 
fhoals, that we could look no way round without 
feeing a company of thirty or forty going into the 
river with the flood. I had feen many atChurchill- 
river, but here the number was much greater. 
‘We got aboard about feven o’clock. 

Art the clofe of this year I took a fecond furvey 
of Nelfon-river from Flamborough-head upwards, 
and alfo of Seal and Gillam’s iflands; it being 
my opinion that if ever the trade of thefe countries 
is improved, Seal-ifland is the propereft place for 
the principal factory and fettlement. It was about 
the end of January 1745 when I compleated this 
perambulation. The river was frozen faft every. 
where except at Flamborough-head, and where 
captain Fowler and I attempted to fail up, which 
I now found we had almoft effected when we turned. 
back. However, as thefe ftreams were not frozen, 
it was evident that here were the fharpeft falls I 
had met with. I faw many rabbet-tracks on both 
fides the river, in the creeks, and on the ifland, 
I fhot a pheafant alfo and fome partridges ; and had 
not the weather been exceedingly fevere, I fhould 
have attempted to fifh. But the few days I was 
out, the cold happened to be more intenfe than it 
was at any other time throughout the feafon, and 
I had no more cloathing upon me than what I ufual- 
ly wore in the warmeft days in winter: this con- 
fifted of breeches made of thin deer-fkin not lined, 
a cloth waiftcoat, and Ellk-fkin coat, and a pretty 
thick covering upon my head, -hands, legs and 
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feet. I fuffered only in my thighs, which were 
ready to freeze whenever I walked againtt the wind, 
and would have frozen if I had not rubbed them 
very frequently. 

I met with the fame oppofition, and heard the 
fame common-place ftories, upon propofing this 
fecond vifit to Nelfon-river as 1 did on occcafion of 
the firft: -but I had,now acquired more experience, 
and was therefore lefs likely to forego an expedition 
upon which my heart was bent. I hall here relate 
a few particulars of it, chiefly to give the reader 
an idea of the method of travelling thro’ this 
country, and to enable him to account for the long 
journies which it is pretended the natives take when- 
ever they come down to our factories. 

I fet out from the fort in company with one 
William. Allen, and went to a tent fifteen miles 
up Hayes’s-river, where we lay that night. Next 
morning it fnowed much, and the weather was fog- 
py : ‘but having a draught of the ifland and rivers 
thus far up, and both the tent places being marked, 
I thought we might fafely venture to beat a path acrofs 
the ifland, wees would enable our dog to go with 
us more eafily the next day. -This dog hawled a 
a fled with near three quarters of a hundred 
weight upon it; but the {now being deep, he had 
no hold for his fev but fink ac every ftep. Accord- 
ingly we fet out, fteering by the compa{s; for the 
weather {till Sonunted very thick, and the fhow 
fell plentifully. We made but fimall progrefs 
in our fnow- fhoes, which were three feet anda half 
Jong, and one fo and a quarter broad, beating a 
path of the breadth of two feet. When we had 
travelled about three hours my mate began to fear 
that we were loft. He faid he was fure we had gone 
more than feven miles (for I had told him tn the 
morning that it was above feven miles to Nelfon- 
river) and it-was his opinion that we were travelli ling 
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directly into the inland country. I comforted him 
by the moft earneft affurances that we were night, 
and repeating frequently that as the {now was deep 
we advanced but flowly, having gone not half fo 
far as he imagined: and upon the ftrength of this 
we went forward an hour longer. It was now my 
own opinion that we were near the river, and 
the weather clearing up, I climbed a tall tree to 
look for it, but could obferve nothing by which 
to form a judgment of our fituation. It therefore 
occurred to me that fome accident had oecafioned 2 
variation of the needle, and that we had indeed 
wandered out of the way. However I took no 
notice of this to my comrade, but endeavoured to 
keep up his fpirits by chearful converfation. The 
weather thickened again more than ever, the fnow 
fell in greater quantites, and the day was far fpent. 
Having no mind to take up-my refidence where 
we were, I told Allen that we would only light a 
fmall fire in order to make fome bumbo with 
melted fnow, and return immediately to the tent. 
He complied, tho’ with many affeverations that 
we fhould not reach the tent before dark ; and after 
having cleared away the fnow, made a fire, and re- 
frefhed ourfelves, we turned back in our beaten 
path, and arrived at the tent in a little more than an 
hour and a half. We found every thing fafe; and 
the next morning, the weather proving very fine 
and clear, we got all our neceflaries together, and 
fet out with the dog, who now travelled with great 
eafe. Wehad good walking till we got to the 
extent of our path, but then found the fame ob- 
ftructions we had met with the preceding day. 
Neverthelefs we kept on our courfe for many hours, 
till my poor mate was a fecond time driven aimoft 
tq defpair. I bade him climb the next tree we 
came to, and before he was half way up he dif- 
covered the river. Ithen chimbed atemyieli, and 
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faw plainly that we were fteering right for the tent, 
where we arrived a little before dark. This diffi- 
culty of walking thro’ the country renders the 
computed diftances very inaccurate: I meafured 
fome of them, and found them lefs by two thirds 
than what they were rated at. 

Tue natives talk of two: moons as the fhort- 
eft time in which they perform their journies to the 
factories: but it is to be confidered, that they 
are an improvident and lazy people, having no 
concern but for the fubfiftence of the prefent day ; 
and that they are perpetually wandering out of 
the way to hunt for provifions, and loitering when 
they have: procured them. This, together with 
the obftructions they muft unavoidably, meet. with 
in travelling a pathlefs country, will eafily account 
for the length of time they mention, without fup-+ 
pofing that they come from places at. feveral hun- 
dred miles diftance, and that the continent is of 
fuch a prodigious extent to the weftward, My 
mate and I travelled very hard; and yet.if we had 
erofied the ifland mone: uninterrupted journey, 
though the diftance between tent and tent is not 
eight miles, sit would :have required near eight 
hours to have performed it in: and even. when 
but little {now had fallen, and it was very good 
walking without {now-fhoes, I have not been able 
to accompli ifh the fame journey in .tefs than fix 
hours. If the reader is {till doubtful of the fact, 
fet him make the experiment himfelf many. path- 
lefS piece of coppice, marth, or heath ; Jet him alfo 
carry fixty or feventy pounds weight, {for the nar 
tives always.come laden to the factories;) and let 
him travelin this manner. for feveral days together ; 
and then fee how many miles he will be able to 2x0) 
in eight hours, day after day. Andyet this would 
not be equal to the taking long journies in fnow- 
fhoes, and through light fhow, where he muft lift 
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his foot at every ftep as if he was afcending fteep 
{tairs. I was now ofdered to a different ftation s 
but before I leave York-fort, I will give fome ac- 
count of its fituation and ftrength. 

* Yorxk-FortT ftands above high-water-mark, 
about eighty yards from Hayes’s-river, and four 
miles from the fea. It is built with logs of white 
fir eight or nine inches fquare, which are laid one 
upon another. In the fummer the water beats be- 
tween the logs, keeping the timber continually 
damp; and in the winter the white froft 
gets through, which being thawed by the heat 
of the ftoves, has the fame effect: fo that with 
the water above and the damp below, - the timber 
both of the foundation and fuper-ftructure rots fo 
faft, that in twenty-five or thirty years the whole 
fort muft be rebuilt with frefh timber, which with 
the great quantity ufed for firing, will occafion a 
{carcity there in a few years, 

Ir has four baftions, but not fit for cannon: 
the diftance between the falient angle of each 
baftion is ninety feet. On each curtain there are 
three pateraroes, or fwivel-guns, and loop-holes 
for {mall arms: it is alfo furrounded by two rows 
of pallifadoes, fome three inches thick, and the 
largeft feven inches; but there is no ditch. ‘The 
wall is of wood, eight or nine inches thick. The 
magazine is in the weft baftion ; its wall is of the 
fame thicknefs as the fort-wall, its floor is raifed 
two feet and a half or three feet above the level 
of the fort, and its fides are lined with flit-deal 
plaiftered.. Upon the banks of the river are planted 
two batteries from twelve to fix pounders, one of 
four guns, the other of.ten.. A guard of thirty 
men was kept in the fort during the !ate war, and 
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while the fea-horfe wintered in the Bay it confifted 
of thirty-fix. 

From this defcription it is plain, that York-fort 
has not ftrength enough to refift a vigorous attack : 
the bringing only one fix-pounder againft it on 
the land-fide, where the batteries on the river could 
be of no fervice, would be fuficient to make the 
men furrender or abandon it; a fix-pounder 
planted behind the fort, at fuch a diftance that no 
gun upon the fort could anfwer it, would pierce it 
through and through: and furely a prudent 
man would not ftay to defend it in fuch circum- 
ftances, when the firft ball might blow up the 
magazine, and fort, and all that were near it: 
the only thing left for refolute courage to do, 
would be to meet the enemy in the field, tho’ 
twice fuperior in number. 

Wuen I had been here two or three months, 
and the whole mefs were together in the governor’s 
apartment, I faid, that it was ufual in fuch build- 
ings as the fort, to have a foundation of brick or 
{tone ;_ which would preferve the fuper-ftructure 
from decaying much longer than if it was raifed 
only upon logs of wood laid level in the ground. 
The governor replied, that they would have taken 
this method if bricks could have been procured ; 
and every one prefent acknowledged the fuperior 
advantages of fuch a foundation. I then rejoined, 
that fince bricks could not be got, ftones would 
anfwer the purpofe equally, if not better; and 
there was great plenty of them upon the flats on 
Hayes’s-river. The governor anfwered peevithly, 
that thofe ftones would not make a foundation 5 
and the carpenter fupported the affertion, by al- 
leging the difficulty of levelling the ftones fit for 
the logs to lie upon (which in ‘fat could be done 
as eafily here as at Churchill-river ;) and adding 
another ‘affertion, - that the. driving {pikes into the 
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logs would fhake fuch a foundation to pieces ; a8 
if a brick of five or fix pounds could. bear more 
force than a ftone of ten times the weight. The 
{tones upon the flats are hard and white; and not 
only fit for a foundation, but for ftrong walls: | 
have feen very good walls built with much worfe. 
But notwithftanding this abundant plenty of good 
ftone, they have perfifted in building their forts 
with wood, and tpon no other foundation than 
logs laid level in the ground ; the confequence of 
which is, that they are reduced to rebuild ther 
every twenty-five or thirty years: whereas if they 
had laid down a ftone-foundation, the forts would 
have lafted three times as long, and faved the 
Company two thirds of the expence. _ 

In the year 1745 I wrote a letter to the Company 
upon the comparative advantages of building their 
foundations at leaft, with ftone rather than wood ; 
in which I reprefented, 

“ Tuar the evil of being obliged to rebuild their 
forts every twenty-five or thirty yeats, could 
not be remedied but by laying their foundations in 
a different manner, or making them of different 
“ materials. Logs laid inthe ground, tho’ of the 
“ very beft oak, muft be fubject to unavoidable 
‘¢ decay from the wet that continually furrounds 
“them; and it was well known, that the timber 
“ in the upper.works of every building will endure 
“* many years longer than the timber at the bottom, 
«af it be not raifed high enough to preferve it 
from the damps of the earth. : at 

“ TuHat in thofe parts of England where ftone 
and brick are {carce, they drive pieces of oak 
‘into the pround two or three feet deep, whofe 
upper ends are tenanted into the under fide of 
the fill or botom of the timber houfe, fupport- 
ing ita foot er more above the ground,. and the 
$ {paces between thede piles are filled up with Hine 
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‘and ‘pebbles, or whatever can be got.. Thee 
*s piles, when decayed, may be taken out; and 
** new ones may be fixed in their places, without 
“injuring the fuperftructure. | 

‘** Tuar if the expence of building ftone-foun- 
“¢ dations be compared with the advantages, it 
‘* will be found to be very inconfiderable. Sup- 
** pofe that a wooden fort was to be built in any 
“* place in the Bay where ftones are to be got: a 
** mafon in England would get ftones, and lay a 
“* foundation for fuch a building as York-fort, for 
‘“-Jefs than twenty pounds; but allowing for the 
“* difference of the price of labour in Hudfon’s- 
** Bay, a ftone-bottom raifed a feot or more above 
“* the ground would not exceed fifty pounds. Up- 
“fon this the fort might be erected; round which 
“IT would have pieces two or three inches {quare 
** faftened perpendicularly againft. the log-wall a- 
** bout.a foot. afunder,: their ends refting upon the 
“* ftone-bottom:: thefe fhould be well lathed and 
** rough-caft with ‘good mortar ;, by which, means 
** the log-wall would be kept fecure from wet, and 
“* would laft as long as the beams or any, of the 
“timber within: it is evident upon infpecting any 
“old building, that timber carefully kept from 
“wet will remain found and ferviceable fixty or 
“eighty. years. Now. if the expence of keeping 
“a tort ftrong and fit for fervice fixty or eighty 
“* years, be compared with that of rebuilding it 
** twice within the fame time, there furely can be 
“no room for hefitating which method to take ; 
“ efpecially if it be confidered, of what: impor- 
“tance it is to keep the woods near the 
“‘ fettlements from being cut away, and how 
“‘oreat a faving of timber a ftone-foundation 
“¢ would make every time the fort was rebuilt. I 
“< remember to have feen rough-caft about the old 
** fort upon Hayes’s-river: but it was laid on a4 
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“‘fuch a manner that the wet got in behind, and 
“‘ kept there in fpite of fun or wind; fo that the 
“timber rotted as faft, as if it had lain againit a 
“* bank of wet earth. 

‘‘ Tat there isa method to make under-fet- 
‘ tings to buildings of wood, much lefs expenfive 
‘< than an entire ftoneor brick foundation. A fort 
“< of the dimenfions of York-fort may be fupported 
“by forty-eight ftone or brick piers, one at each 
“* falient and re-entring angle, with a pier or two 
“wnder each face and curtain. ‘The interftices 
“* between thefe piers may be made of any ftuff 
‘¢ that can be got, and repaired at any time with- 
“* out difturbing the fuperftructure. If lime can- 
“not eafily be got for thefe purpofes, ftones 
** might be prepared in the Orknies or elfewhere, 
** each large enough to make a pier, and not exceed 
“¢ five hundred weight. Forty-eight of thefe ftones 
“* would fuftain fuch a fort as York-fort, and the 
*‘ whole would not. coft above fix pounds in thé 
«< Orknies: fifty of them would be about twelve or 
** thirteen tons. Stone or brick piers may be put 
‘‘ under a building of timber after it is erected, 
“¢ which would make it endure many years longer 
** then it would without them.” The Company 
took not the leaft notice of thefe remonftrances. 


In the fummer, 1746, I received the following 
ietters 


Hudfon’s-Bay houfe, London April goth, 1746. 
Mr. Jofeph Robfon, 
Sir, 
“OW E received your letter of the sth of Au- 


guft, and obferve the contents; and alfo 

** the feveral draughts you mentioned; and have 
“paid your wife’s bill-for ten pounds, as you -dé- 
so fired. 
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st ited; We have thoughe proper to temove you 
“§ to prince of Wales’s-fort, where you are to act 
‘in the fame ftation as furveyor and fupervifor of 
“the buildings: and we expect that you exert 
** yourfelf in the repairs, and whatever may be 
“* neceflary in ferengthening the fort; and that you 
“ fend us a draught of the river, &e: We re- 
“* main your loving friends.” 


Signed by the governor, deptity governor, 
-and fix of the committee. 


In cbedience to this otder I embarked aboard the 
Churchill-floop, — Horner mafter, which happen- 
ed to come to York-fort, and arrived at Churchill- 
river the 18th of Auguft. After two or three 
days I began to correct the erroneous method the 
men were then taking in building the ftone para- 
pet; which brought on the refentment of the 
governor, who renewed the cuftomary oppofition 
apainft me, notwithftanding the unlimited powers 
given me by the Company. There was among 
them a man who had been lately fent over under 
the character of engineer, in the exercife of which 
office he had juft before I arrived paffed his appro- 
bation upon the cnly two embraffures that were 
finifhed : but when I examined them and pointed 
out their errors and defects, he retracted his former 
opinion, and was as peremptory in his difappro- 
bation. By this and other proofs, I was foon con- 
vinced, that he knew very little of the theory of 
military architecture, and lefs of the practice: 
however, I made a point of having his concurrence 
for the fake of order, and he very complaifantly 
acquiefced in every thing propofed. I laid down 
the lines of an embraffure upon a floor in full. 
proportion according to the beft modern rules, and 
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he refolutely fupported the propriety of them 
again{t the outrageous cavils of the governor, tell- 
ing him that my method would bear de emonftration, 
and he would take upon himfelf to anfwer for the 
event. Thus I hoped I fhould be enabled to keep 
that part of the parapet which we were to be em- 
ployed upon that feafon, out of the power of ignor- 
ance and precipitation. When the froft became fo 
fevere that we could no longer lay any mortar, I 
employed myfelf in making coins for the embraf- 
fures, but without offering t to confult the opinion of 
the governor about them, who I was certain would 
not fail to be on the contrary fide: and finding by 
this, that the authority of his office would avail 
him but little againft fuch united oppofition, before 
Chriftmas he eftranged himfelf from four of the 
mefs, the furgeon, the mafter of the floop, the 
titular engineer, and myfelf. The engineer, how- 
ever, begining to reflect that he had hitherto 
{acrificed his intereft to his complaifance, and that 
nothing was to be produced by fiding with us but 
the difpleafure and ill offices of the governor, left 
us very foon, and lived by -himfelf for feveral 
weeks, waiting, as we could eafily perceive, to be 
reftored to evar He fucceeded at laft by dif- 
avowing all our proceedings; and the governor 
finding his party ftrengthened, ordered all the coins 
I had made before winter to be altered to his own 
method : in confequence of which, the following 
{pring was loft to the building, and the parapet 
was entirely fooiled. | 

Wuen I came to England I follicited a long 
time for an opportunity “of laying a true ftate of 
this affair before the Company: at length they 
ie for me from Protfmouth by the following 
Cttcrs 
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London, igth December, 1 Ee 
Mr. Robfon, 


SP 1. gentlemen have received your letter, 
- and cannot pay your bill until they have 
“* had fome difcourfe with you touching your 
“‘ draughts, and fome other things that lie before 
“‘ them, and therefore they defire you to attend 
on Wednefday the 13th of January next at ten 
* o’clock in the morning.” 


Your humble ~fervant, 
Charles Hay fecretary. 


I attended accordingly, and demonftrated by 
the models in the committee room, that my 
method of conducting the building was right, and 
the governor’s wrong. The committee acknow- 
Jedged it to be fo: yet fuch is their partiality for 
their principal officers, that all prefent, except 
Sir Atwell Lake, treated me with great rigour and 
difrefpect: and governor Knap in particular 
faid, ‘“¢ That they found their fort was fpoiled and 
** good for nothing, and that I had a great hand 
** in building it.” This ungenerous fpeech fhock- 
ed me, as it retracted the aknowledgement they had 
juft before unanimoufly made, and feemed calculated 
towithdraw theattentionof the reft from the demon- 
{trative evidence | had given, that my {kill and care 
had been ufefully exerted, In vain I urged the 
integrity of my conduct, and remonftrated that by my 
invariable attention to the Company’s intereft, 1 
had expofed myfelf to the refentment and cruelty 
of the governor, whofe behaviour to me rendered 
my manner of life almoft intolerable, and that not 
for a day or a week, but for years; my arguments 
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roduced no effect: nor was the leaft notice taken 
of any of the reprefentations | had mace them, 
fince my firft arrival in the Bay; but I was cifmit. 
fed their fervice as a men who had conftantly ne- 
olected his duty. 

Tue reader will from hence fee the uncontrol- 
able influence which the governors in the Bay 
maintain over the Company; an influence which 
neither omiffions of duty, pofitive injuries with 
regard to their intereft, oppreffion of their fervants, 
nor the worft of crimes, is capable of diminith- 
ing. The governor at Churchill-river had a thou- 
{and times rendered himtelf unworthy of fociety : 
the furgeon, foon after my arrival there, told me of 
his cruelties to the fervants with tears in his eyes ; 
and the account he gave me was then attefted by 
‘every other intelligent man, and afterwards abun- 
dantly confirmed by my own experience. The 
furgeon laid before the Company a full and clear 
.reprefentation of this man’s crimes; and it was 
expected that he would be ordered to England, 
the year I came away: but he was continued in his 
office without any diminution either of honour or 
profit, and the furgeon treated with unparalleled 
neglect. 

Ir is not very difficult to affen the true reafon 
of this extraordinary policy in the Company with 
regard to their f{uperior officers, and | may here- 
after take an opportunity of explaining it: nor is 
the ground of the oppreffive and crue] behaviour af 
the governors and captains towards the inferior 
fervants a more impenetrable fecret. Thefe men 
have generally fea-officers principles, and exert 
the fame arbitrary command, and expect the 
fame flavifa obedience here, as is done on board 
a fhip. But as this fort of government is not 
neceffary, fo it will not be fubimitted ta: and the 
extreme rigour on one hand, and the impatient fenfe 
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of it on the other, are a perpetual fource of per- 
fonal difguft; which difcovers itfelf in ineffectual 
complaints and murmurings from the fervants, 
andin the moft malicious cruelties and oppref- 
fions from the officers. But farther, as they 
have pofitive inftructions in what manner they 
are to treat thofe fervants, who happen to be 
too active and inquifitive for the Compny’s in- 
tereft; they go a ftep higher, and ufe the fame 
methods of fecurity with regard to their own in- 
treft ; and either treat with great feverity, or find 
a pretence for fending home laden with faults, any 
man whom they fufpect has fenfe enough to detect, 
and {pirit enough to expofe any of their unjuft 

gains, particularly thofe of the overplus-trade. 
Tuis over-plus trade is big with iniquity; and is 
no lefs inconfiftent with the Company’s true intereft, 
than it is injurious to the natives, who by means of 
it become more and more alienated from us, and 
are either difcouraged from hunting atall, or 
induced to carry all their furs to the French. The 
Company have fixed a ftandard for trade, as the 
rule by which the governors are to deal with the 
natives. According to this they raife upon fome 
of the goods, which they know the natives muft or 
will take, a gain of near £2000 per cent, computing 
by the value of a beaver-fkin, which is made the 
meafure of every thing elfe: fo that a beaver-fkin 
which is often fold for eight fhillings, is purchafed 
at the low rate of four-pence or fix-pence. This 
extravagant gain difcourages the natives, con- 
fiderably leffens the confumption of Britifh manu- 
factures, and gives the French an opportunity of 
underfelling the Company, and carrying off the 
beft and lighteft furs to Canada. Yet not content 
with this, the governors add to the price of their 
goods, exact many more furs from the natives than 
is required by the ftandard, and fometimes pay 
them not equally for furs of the fame value; and I 
. D4 with 
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with it could not be faid, thet taking advantage of 
the neceffities of this abufed people, who as they have 
no other market to go to are obliged to fubmit to 
any terms that are impofed upon them, they derive 
fome gains alfo from weights and meafures. ‘This 
they cill the profit of the over-plus trade; part of 
which they always add to the Company’s ftock for 
the fake of enhancing the merit of their fervices, and 
apply the remainder to their own ule, which is often 
expended in bribes to fkreen their faults and con- 
tinue them in-their command. It is this trade that 
is the great bond of union between the governors 
and captains, who are fo extremely watchful over 
their ftrange privileges, that, as I faid before, if 
there is the leaft fufpicion of a man’s having un- 
derftanding enough to difcover their iniquities, and 
honefty enough to deteft and expofe them, he is 
fure to be undermined inthe Company’s efteem; he 
is kept as ignorant of the trade and nature of the 
country as poflible ; and when his time is expired, 
if not before, is fent home with fuch a character as 
will effectually hinder his return. 

Iv is certain that the cruel and oppreffive behavi- 
our of the govenorsandcaptains towards the inferior 
fervants, not only deters ufeful people from en: 
gaging in the Company’s fervice, a circumftance 
which they ought to attend to for their own inter- 
eft; but furnifhes one pretence for the bad character 
that is given of the country. Thofe men that are 
driven trom it by ill ufage, come home with minds 
embittered and full of refentment; and finding no 
redrefs from the Company, they make a point of 
difcouraging others from going thither, by magni- 
fying the ciftreffes they have undergone, without 
menuoning a fingle circumftance to counter-balance 
them. But there are others, that from very different 
motives, give an impreffion of the country not at all 
to jts advantage; who rather than not eftablith a 
character for capacity and refolution, do it at the 
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expence of truth ; and they think they fafely do it, 
as it is not likely that they will’ be foon detected. 
A man in-Hud{on’s-Bay has not much opportunity 
for fignalizing himfelf: his fphere of a€tion is con- 
fined within the very narrow limits of carrying large 
logs of wood, walking in fnow-fhoes, fetting traps, 
hunting and fowling. The being a dextrous hun- 
ter, and. travelling well in fnow-fhoes, are efteemed 
the chief points of honour: they, therefore give the 
moft romantic account of their journies, magnify 
every little difficulty into a more than Herculean la- 
-bour, and endeavour to convince their hearers, that 
nothing cou:d have carried them through, lefs than 
the moit confummate ftrength of mind and body: 
hence people have imagined, that it muft be the laft 
diftrefs that can drive a man to a country, where he 
has fo few chances not only for comfortable fub- 
fiftance but for life itfelf. It muft be acknow- 
ledged indeed, that upon his firft arrival in the 
Bay, an Englifhman makes a very difadvan- 
tageous comparifon between the appearance of that 
country and his own; and it may be a year or two 
before he is thoroughly reconciled to the climate 
and the manner of living; but it is an indifputable 
fact, that thofe who have ftaid there their full time, 
and have lived tolerably under the governor, had 
rather go back again than enjoy the fame advan- 
tages in their native country: I myfelf am aninftance 
of this; and J have heard the captains freqtently 
atteft the fame of others. ‘This inclination, there- 
fore, to return to Hudfon’s-Bay, when thus founded 
upon an experimental knowlege of the country, 1s 
furely a much ftronger proof of its being very habi- 
table, than all the ftories wnich have been propa- 
ated by the idle or the interefted are of the contrary. 
For my own part, if I had paid the leaft credit to 
the frightful tales I heard upon my arrival, I fhould 
not have ventured fix miles from my place of refi- 
dence, 
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dence. But that the reader may have a more per- 
fect knowlege of the country, I will give fome ac- 
count of the foil and climate at York-fort and 
Churchill-river. 

Ir is not to be imagined, that the moft northerly 
fettlements in the Bay, fhould have as good a cli- 
mate as the foutherly fettlements, there being fo 
great a difference of latitude as from 59 deg. to 
51 deg. 30 min. I was no farther up Churchill- 
river than eight or nine miles; but thofe who have 
been up thirty miles fay, that there are pleafant mea- 
dows and good grafs, that the foil is very good, 
and that there are goofeberries and black and red 
currants growing near the fea, upon points that 
appear almoft barren. Thofe that I] have feen grow 
fo low that the grafs covers them. The marfhes 
and low grounds are full of good grafs; and there is 
a patch of ground near the fort on Efkimaux-point 
which, though expofed to the north and north-eaft 
winds, produces good radifhes, coleworts, turnips, 
fmall carrots, and lettices and other fallading: black- 
berries alfo grow upon the heath. Upon clearing 
away the fnow in the fpring, we generally found the 
under part of it congealed to ice three or four inches 
thick, lying hollow from the ground. Whether 
this was caufed by the fnow’s melting and thawing 
downwards, and then congealing from the coldnets 
of the earth; or by the fun’s drawing up thawing 
vapours from the earth, and moiftening the {now 
which was afterwards congealed again, I am not 
able to determine. I am ‘inclined to believe the 
latter, becaufe the top of the {now was formed into 
a hard icy cruft, and within it was heavy tho’ foft. 
However, beneath this arch of ice we found green 
vegetables growing up an inch or two above the 
ground. ‘The cattle here would live and do well, 
if the fame care was taken of them as is generally 
taken in Enlgand. The-horfes I found among them 
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had been kept feveral years, and were conftantly 
employed in drawing {tones and other materials 
for the ufe of the fort. And if they can fubfift and 
be fit for fervice at Churchill-river in 59 deg. they 
would furely fubfift and increafe alfo at the bottom 
of the Bay, in 51 deg. 30 min. and in all the 
more {outherly fettlements. 

Tue foil about York-fort, which is in 57 deg. 
yO min. 1s much betterthan that at Churchill-river. 
Moft kinds of garden-ftuff grow here to perfec- 
tion, particularly peafe and beans. I have feen a 
{mall pea growing without any culture; and am of 
opinion that barley wou!d flourifh here, and confe- 
quently in much greater perfection at Moofe and 
Albany-rivers, which are in 51 deg. 30 min. and 
52deg. Goofeberries and red and black currants 
are found in the woods growing upon fuch bufhes 
asin England. Up the river are patches of very 
eood ground; and battones under banks, fo de- 
tended from the north and north-weft winds, that 
there is a fine thaw below when the top is freezing : 
here whole families might procure a comfortable 
fubfiftence, if they were as induftrious as they are 
in their own country. Upon Hayes’s-river, fifteen 
miles from the fort, is fuch a bank as I have juft 
mentioned, near which I pitched my tent: after 
paling in fome ground, for a coney-warren, 
and for oxen, fheep, goats, &c. I fhould expect 
by no more labour than would be proper for my 
health, to procure a defirable livelihood ; not at all 
doubting of my being able to raife peafe and beans, 
barley and probably other kinds of grain. The 
iffand on which York-fort ftands, is more capable 
of improvement than can be imagined in fuch a 
Jatitude, and fo near the Bay. It is narrow twenty 
miles up from the fea; fo that drains might becut 
to very ufeful purpofe. I cut a drain near the 
fort, to dry a piece of ground for a battery of four 
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cannon, which afterwards wore quite a new face; 
the fnow did not lie upon it near fo long as before, 
and the grafs flourifhed with new vigor. I ob- 
ferved alfo, that before the fnow was thoroughly 
thawed, feverat vegetables were fpringing up be- 
neath it; and by the time it had left only a very 
thin fhell of ice, thefe vegetables were grown up 
three or four inches. 

In September 1745 I tried the froft in the 
ground, by digging in a plain near the fort. I 
dug three feet and a half before I came to the froft, 
which was eight inches thick. I then ftruck an 
iron bar eighteen inches below the frozen vein, 
and found the earth very dry, the froft having 
{topped the. paflage of the water for nine months ; 
and it might be a month longer before the thaw 
would enable it to get fo low: it muft thaw every 
year, or no water would ever penetrate fo deep. 
This, however, is not neceflary to vegetation ; 
fince three feet and a half of foil is fufficient, not 
only for all kinds of grain, but alfo for timber, 
which feldom ftrikes its roots fo deep, unlefs it be 
in the crevices of rocks. As the froft does not pe- 
netrate four feet and a half, the water has full three 
months to thaw it in, and is certainly able to effect 
it in that time; though perhaps the froft may re- 
turn again above, before the thaw is thoroughl 
compleated below ; and this, probably, is the cafe 
with all level and moift grounds: but in dry grounds, 
or in moift grounds with fouthern declivities, it 
may be otherwiie. It is the moifture that com- 
‘municates the freezing quality, and where that 
fails the froft can proceed no farther: in fwamps 
or wet plains, therefore, or in northern declivities 
where the fun is weak, the froft enters as far as 
there is any moifture, is very long in thawing, and 
fometimes continues in the ground the whole year ; 
but in dry ground it has but little power, and 

even 
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even in wet grounds that have a fouthern decli- 
vity, the froft does not keep poffeflion fo long ; 
for the moifture acquires from the fun in the day, 
a warmth that it retains all night, and it may be 
a thaw under ground while the furface is freezing. 
Cultivated land alfo thaws much fooner than bar- 
ren. I perceived that the garden-ground at 
York-fort and Churchill-river thawed much fooner 
and deeper in the fpace of one month, than the 
wafte that lies contiguous to it; and the fame is to 
be obferved in England. By the heat therefore 
which the earth here would acquire from a general 
and careful cultivation, the froft might be fo foon 
overcome, that the people might expect regular re- 
turns of feed-time and harveft. 

Tue natural produce of Hudfon’s-Bay grows 
very faft, and comes to perfection much fooner 
than that of England. ‘The alteration of the 
weather is very fudden and great: the wind veer- 
ing perpetually between north and fouth, occafions 
a perpetual alternate change of fummer and winter, 
which fhould prevail upon thofe who go abroad to 
provide again{ft the worft that can happen; a 
{tranger to the climate ought never to venture out 
alone. Thefe fudden alterations, however, make 
me conjecture that the climate differs much ina 
little way, efpecially in going from north to fouth ; 
at York-fort the difference is lefs perceptible than 
at Churchill-river. In fummer, when the wind is 
about weft-fouth-weft, it becomes fultry ; and if it 
happens to blow frefh, it comes in hot gufts as if 
it blew from a fire, and the hardeft gufts bring 
the greateft heat: but this is not the cafe when 
‘the wind blows from any other point. In winter, 
the fky weft of the fort generally looks with a 
more thawing afpect, than in any other quarter 
except towards the eaft. I noted this in my jour- 
nal, and concluded that thefe black watry gitar 
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muft be generated in places where the waters are 
pot frozen ; for when I obferved them at weft-by- 
fouth, I turned immediately to the eaft, where I 
knew was an open fea, and found that the 
clouds in that point had exactly the fame appear- 
ance. The former is the point where the natives 
fay is a dtep ftrait, and the copper-mine. Frogs 
and fome kinds of fifh are found here frozen in 
folid pieces of ice, which upon the thaw recover 
their activity, and appear to have as much life as 
before. This was confirmed by laying them near 
a gentle fire: but upon expofing them afterwards 
to the froft, and bringing them to the fire a fecond 
time, they were always found dead. 

I micuT here give a particular defcription of all 
the animals peculiar to this country ; but as it does _ 
not enter into the nature of my defign, and befides, 
has been already done by other writers about Hud- 
fon’s-Bay, fufficiently enough to give a complete 
tdea both of the benefits and evils that arife from 
them ; I fhall only relate an event or two with re- 
gard to the white bear, and then proceed to an 
account of the natives. 

Governor White of York-fort told me that 
he and another being abroad together one winter, 
as they walked up the river, they difcovered an 
opening in the bank, and upon looking into it 
found a white bear, which they kiJled. The beaft 
in making this den had thrown up the earth behind 
her as fhe went in, witha defign, they thought, of 
obliging herfelf to continue there the whole feafon 
of the troft, which had fo hardened the earth, 
that a complete thaw only could deliver her: it 
was dificult even with hatchets and ice-chizzels to 
cutthe mouth of tne den wide enough to let the 
body througk. [faving at length accomplifhed 
this, they cut cff the fkin and fat, and left them 
with the carcafe in the hole fecure enough as they 
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imagined ftom any beaft that might happen to 
come that way: but before morning a quiquihatch 
or wolverine, a very ftrong, cunning and rapacious 
creature, had broke through the fence and devour- 
ed all but the bones. The governor communicated 
this ftory to an old Indian, and afked him, if it 
was common for the white bears that are big with 
young, as this proved to be, to bury themfelves 
during the froft: he faid no; but that when they 
do, it is with a defign to ftay in their holes till 
the froft is over, and they have brought forth their 
young; that they will live a long time without 
food ; and that the black bear generally lies in his 
den as long ashe finds any moifture in his paws to 
fubfift on, but when that is gone he is forced abroad 
again: tho’ itis more probable that he paffes the 
winter-months in fleep. 

Waite I was at Churchill-river, I went out 
one afternoon with my gun towards Efkimaux- 
point, and among fome large ftones that lie there- 
abouts, difcovered an enormous bear. Not being 
above a quarter of a mile diftant from the houfe, 
Y was not much alarmed at the fight of this ani- 
mal, but crept forwards with a defign to fhoot 
him. By this time he had winded me, and was 
making towards me I fuppofe in the expectation of 
meeting witha good prey: for prefently after, when 
I raifed myfelf behind a ftone to look for him, 
he was reared on the other fide to look for me. 
The furprize was mutual, depriving us both of 
the power of hurting each other: for he, turning 
fuddenly upon his hind-feet, made off with great 
precipitation ; andI, having loft my recollection, did 
not think of firing till he was far out of my reach. 
Indeed I never heard, that a bear will feize upon 
a man before he is attacked and wounded himfelf. 


I have been prefent at the killing of feveral white 


bears, and never faw an inftance of their turning 
upon 
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upon aman but once. We had hunted the crea- 
ture many hours firft on land and afterwards at fea: 
being almoft fpent with the lofs of blood, and 
forced to quit the water, he made one bold caer 
to come afhore; but finding himfelf furrounded, 

fo that he could make no way up the country, he 
ran with open mouth at one Richard Walton, in 
order to force a paffage. The man had,the pre-. 
fence of mind to fire his piece, and the bear being 
wounded by it took to the fea again; and tho’ 
purfued for feveral hours more, made his efcape at 
laft under fhelter of the night. There is no beaft 
truly dangerous but the grizzled bears; and he al- 
ways keeps up the country in a warmer climate, 
where indeed he makes dreadful ravages, de- 
vouring whole families in a fhort time. 

THE natives are a white people, without any 
thing peculiar in their fhape and fize to diftinguifh 
them from the reft of mankind. They are lefs 
hairy, indeed, than.the Europeans, the men hav- 
ing little or no beard ; and thofe who have conver- 
fed with the women fay, that they have no hair 
but upon thcir heads. Every mafter of a family 
of any eminence keeps by him a fimall parcel, for 
which he has a moft {uperftitious reverence. This 
he calls his father’s head, and is highly provoked 
if any one offers to look into it ;. but upon exa- 
mination it has proved to be nothing more thana 
bundle of feathers tied round witha piece of lea- 
ther. They have a religious apprehenfion of fome 
malevolent and capricious being, -whom they are 
frequently afraid of ; for when they eat, they 
throw a piece of flefh into the fire as a kind of 
offering to him, and when they go-out in their 
canoes, they caft fomething afhore to, render him 
propitious. At other times, as. capricious them- 
felves as the god they worfhip, they..go-out in 
parties with guns and hatchets to kill.him; and at 

their 
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theit feturn will boaft that they have killed him, 
telling where they have fet up the painted ftick in 
teftimony of their fuccefs. A tradition prevails 
among them, thatall the people of the country were 
drowned except eight, who were faved in a canoe. 

Tuey make pretenfions to divination; for the 
exercife of which they form a fquare clofe tent, by 
laying fkins upon four fticks cut green from the 
tree, peeled, and fixed perpendicularly in the 
ground. Jnto this they enter, ftaying two or three 
hours; in which time many future events, they 
fay, are made known tothem. Some of our peo- 
ple aré weak enough to give credit to this pro- 
phetic fpirit. In the year 1735 the fhip was fo 
late in coming from England, that the governor 
very ferioufly applied to an Indian to inform him 
what was become of her; and after her arrival he 
affured us that the man had told him the exact 
truth. This power of divination, it feems, is 
checked, if an Englifhman approaches the tent. 

Tey have a generous fenfe of property, and a 
difdain of oppreffion: the largeft beafts and fowls, 
they fay, are their own; and they call all the Com- 
pany’s fervants, except the governor, flaves. Theyare 
exemplary in their affection to the orphans of the 
fame family ; for upon the death of the parents the 
children are divided among the neareft of kin, who 
feed and take care of them preferably to their own. 

Wuen an Indian dies, they ufually bury all 
he poffeffes with him, becaufe, they think he will 
want itin the other country, where, they fay, 
their friends. are making merry as often as they 
fee an Aurora-borealis. The corpfe being placed 
upon its hams, the grave is filled up and covered 
over with brufh-wood, in which they ae fome 
tobacco; and near the grave is fixed a pole with 
a deer fkin, or fome other fkin, atthe top. This 
method of placing the-corpfe is no longer a 
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ed by the people who refort to the Englifh factories 
but the upland Indians {till retain their ancient 
cuftoms. I have heard that the fuperannuated and 
helplefs among them are ftrangled at their own re- 
queft; which ceremony is always performed by 
the neareft relations, who, aiter placing thefe vo- 
luntary vitims in a grave, finifh the horrid tafk 
after the manner of the Turkifh bow-ftring. 

Tuey defcribe days by the times of fleeping, years 
by winters, and different parts of the year by moons; 
as the frog-moon, or the feafon when the frogs 
fpawn, whichis in May or June ; the geefe-moon, 
when the geefe fly acrofs the country to breed ; 
and other moons, diftinguifhed by fome ftated 
appearance. 

Tuey are fond of the tafte of brandy, and of 
being intoxicated with it; efteeming it an honour 
to be drunk, and ftriving who fhall continue fo 
longeft: indeed this is a corruption not of their 
own growth, but introduced among them by the 
folly and villainy of Europeans. Inftead of ufing 
water, they cleanfe themfelves with greafe and oil; 
and when they have a mind to be ornamented, 
they paint their faces with a kind of red and 
yellow oaker, which with a ftring of beads hang- 
ing at the nofe, and a piece of greafy red cloth 
fixed on one fide of the head, makes an Indian as 
fine as he defires to be. . 

Trey ufe for an emetic a herb called cocka- 
pocko, and after the operation another herb called 
wofhapocko; and their method of {weating them- 
felves isto fitin a clofe tent by aheap of heated ftones. 
Before the ufe’ of kettles was introduced among 
them, they dreffed their meat in a wooden or birch- 
rind difh, heating the water, and keeping it boiling 
by conftantly putting in thefe hot ftones. They 
eat as much flefh at a time as will ferve three or 
four Europeans; but then they can faft three or 

four 
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four times as long: and thefe habits of voracioufnefs 
and abftinence feem to be determined by‘ their natu- 
ral temper, and their tafte of life; for they are lazy 
and improvident, lying in their tents and feafting 
upon their ftock till they have not a day’s provifion 
left; and if they are unfortunate enough to fail of 
a fupply before their power of fafting is gone, they 
perifh with hunger. ‘This has given birth to many 
ftories‘of their being reduced to eat the fkins that 
cover them, and fometimes their children. Many 
families in their journey to the factories have been 
fo near ftarving, that they have fainted by the way, 
and muft have perifhed, if fome among them had 
not been ftrong enough to come to the governors for 
relief. | 

Upon going out to hunt; and at the death, 
they fing two fongs, the latter at the head of the 
beaft; a practice that prevails among the more 
refined, but lefs innocent fportfmen here. If fe- 
veral different parties of hunters happen to meet 


in the purfuit, they do not regard who kills 


the bea{ft, but fhare the prey in common. The 
chief of a family has an appropriated part, which, 
by way of diftinétion, he dreffes himfelf: a woman 
isnot fuffered to touch it, nor to perform the leaft 


part of the culinary office, nor even to be prefent at 


the feaft. When he thinks it is boiled enough, he 
takes it out of the kettle, and gives the firft piece 
to the man he refpects moft, proceeding in this 
manner through the whole company. They have 
a maxim very prejudicial to the country, which is, 
that the more beafts they kill, the more they in- 
creafe ; and in confequence of this they deftroy 
great numbers for the fake of the tongues, leaving 


-the carcafes to rot. 


Tue families take down their tents in the 
morning, ‘and the chief orders where they 
fhall be pitched at night. In winter when 
they can follow his tract in the fnow, he leaves the 
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women to ftrike the tent, and come after him with 
the baggage,. and where they find a long white ftick 
fixed in the ground, they pitch the tent again till 
the next morning. At night the man comes home 
and fits down, but without f{peaking, while his 
wife pulls off his wet cloaths, and cleanfes his face 
with greafe or oil: -he then takes the chief feat, 
and begins to talk. 

In marrying they have the eaftern cuftom 
of a plurality of wives; though they gene- 


rally content themfelves with two, which are | 


as many as they can well maintain by hunt- 
ing. ‘They are not very fufceptible of the tender 
paffions; for an Indian will gladly lend his wife 


to an Englifhman for a bottle of brandy. It is - 


cuftomary for the man upon his marriage to leave 


his own friends, and live with his wife’s father, to | 
whofe defence and fubfiftence he devotes himfelf | 
for the remainder of his life, which makes the hav-_ . 
ing daughters a much more defirable part of their , 


poffeffions than fons. A woman once in her life 
feparates herfelf from all kind of converfe, and lives. 


thrée weeks alone; in which time, thofe who ad- 
minifter to her, leave her food in a certain place, 
and return immediately without fpeaking. I em- 
ployed a man who underftood the language, and was 
intimate with feveral of the people of beth fexes, to 
enquire into the nature and end of this ceremony : 
but with all his art and addrefs he was never able to 
obtain more than a general knowledge of the fact. 


AT their feafts and merry meetings, when — 


they are difpofed to dance, the. company join 


hands and fhuffe round the mufician, who fits upon’ 
the ground, and beatsa kindof drum, the difmal. 


found of which he accompanies with a more dif+ 
mal tone of voice. They {moke brazil-tobacco 
mixed with a peculiar-herb, of which both fexes 


and all ages are fond to excefs. ‘They have even: 


{tated entertainments of {moaking ; on which oc- 
cafion 
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cafion a pipe is produced, ornamented with feathers 
of various kinds. This pipe is two feet long, the 
bowl being made of ftone, and the barrel of wood : 
the principal man has always the privelege of 
lighting it, who after taking his fhare of whiffs, 
gives it to the fecond in eminence ; proceeding 
through the whole company with fuch equitable 
management, that the laft man, who conftantly 4- 
—nifhes, has very feldom a larger or fmaller fhare 
than the firft. When the bufinefs of traffic is over at 
the factory, they fmoak after the fame manner inthe 
- governor’s room, always depofiting the pipe with him 
as a kind of pledge for their return the following 
year. This ornamented pipe is what I fuppofe the 
French call the calumet of peace. The Indians 
generally travel with one, which they offer to any 
party of a different nation that they happen to 
meet with; and their accepting it, and {moaking 
with them, are confidered as an exchange of peace 
and friendfhip. 

Tue governors make titular officers of thofe 
who are accounted the beft huntfmen and war- 
riors, and moft efteemed for their underftand- 
ing by the reft of the party. To each of 
thefe they give a coat, a pair of breeches and a 
hat, appointing him captain of a river. It is the 
opinion of thofe who live at a great diftance from 
the factories, that the Englifh are a kind of creators 
of all the goods they fell; and when we firft ap- 
peared in the Bay, the people on the coaft believed 
us to beinhabitants of the water, becaufe they faw 
us come from the fea, and return thither again. 

Tue true charaéter of the inland natives is, that 
they are plain and ignorant, but very gentle, and 
difpofed to receive any impreffion. Their chief 
vice is lazinefs: but all they have of ill may ina 
great meafure be removed, and all they want of 
good be fupplied, by a.proper and generous cul- 
tivation, They behave we.l to the Englifh, but 
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better to the French, becaufe the French have 


taken more pains to civilize their manners, and 
engage their efteem. 

Tue Indians upon the coafts and in the iflands 
have cuftoms peciiliar to themfelves, very different 
from thofe of the uplanders on the continent. Of 
thefe I may poflibly fpeak hereafter ; but fhall now 
proceed with an account of the many oportunities 
that {till remain for enlarging difcoveries by fea and 
Jand, and for improving many beneficial articles of 
trade, particularly the fifheries. And firft, there 
are feveral reafons to fupport a belief, that the land 
which feparates Hudfon’s-Bay from the weftern- 
ocean, muft be narrow to the northward of Chur- 
chill-river, if it fhould prove to be continuous, 
and without a navigable paffage. 

Tue rivers north of. Churchill, that have yet 
been difcovered, are very inconfiderable. Seal and 
Pocathufko are the only ones; the latter in 59: 
30, {mall but well wooded; the former in 60, 
fomewhat larger, running a confiderable way from 
the fouth-welt. Knapp’s-Bay is only a deep inlets 
and nothing but inlets have appeared upon the 
coalts, difcovered by the fhips fent out in fearch of 
a north- welt-paffage. ‘There are no-riyers near 
Whale-cove nor Rankin’s-inlet; nor on the coaft 
from thence to Wager’s-inlet, which terminates in a 


{mall flream running from an inland fordable lake. — 


Chefterfield- inlet fe no more title to the character 
of a frefh river than Wager-inlet. It is a continu- 
ed channel at leaft four leagues wide; the water 
is falt and brackifh ; it ebbs eight or nine hours at 
the rate of five or fix oe an hour, and flows 
two hours at the rate only of one mile an hour; 
and yet it does not feem to contract even at more 
than thirty leagues up. The known rivers to the 
northward, therefore, will not bear a comparifon 
with Churchill-river ; nor even with our Thames, 
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Humber, Tweed, or Tyne. Seal-river, which is 
the larger, and which, by the bye, flows from the 
weft and not from the fouth-weft, does not vent 
fo much water as the fecond-rate rivers in England. 
There are alfo fewer within the fame diftance along 
fhore than in England; and tho’ many runs of 
water generally f: TL into them, they decreafe as 
much in a courfe of twenty miles as our rivers. 
If then we may compute the breadth of a country, 
by the length of the courfe of its rivers, and the 
qeaatity of water which they difcharge; it may be 
airly ._pre{tumed, that as the courfes of the above 
rivers are not fo long, nor their difcharge fo great, 
as fome rivers in England, the land where 
they are fituated is not fo broad. But as it is urged 
that rivers are larger or fmaller, in proportion to the 
rains that fall on the adjacent edi it may be. pro- 
per to compare the quantity of rain that fallsin a 
year in Hudfon’s-Bay, with the quantity that falls 
in England. From the beginning of May to the 
end of September, the proportion of rain is pretty 
equal; and from the beginning of October to the 
end of April, the quantity of fnow in the Bay, 
which covers the furrface about two feet and a half 
thick, and perhaps more, does not greatly exceed.. 
The inference, ‘therefore, of the breadth of the 
land from the fize of the rivers ftill holds good.. 
But this is farther confirmed, as in or near the. 
bottom of the Bay, where the continent is known 
to be broad, the rivers are larger in proportion, 
and more in number within the fame diftance, 
than to the northward; and when the fnow 
melts, the Indians to the fouthward of York-fort, 
who are near or within forty miles of the fea, keep 
their canoes always in readinefs, that they may e- 
{cape the torrent that pours down from the in- 
land country, overflowing the adjacent plains, and 
bearing down the trees. But thefe annual floods 
| Say are 
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are not known tothe northward of Churchill-river, 
and itis eafy in the fummer to difcern which rivers 
are {ubject to them, from the deep hollows which 
the ice conftantly plows up on both fides. The in- 
ference, therefore, ftill remains juft and natural, 
that the lands northward of Churchill-river, are 
much narrower than thofe fouthward, and cannot 
be far from the weftern ocean. 

Tuys is farther confirmed in point of teftimony, 
from the evidence of the Indians dwelling upon 
Nelfon and Churchill-rivers, who fay, that they 
have been upon rivers that run a contrary courfe to 
thofe in the Bay; and at the weftern fea on the 
other fide of the land, where they have feen fhips.. 

Bur another natural evidence of there being a fea- 
coaft to the weftward not far from Churchill, is 
that the flights of wild-geefe in the fpring are feen 
to the northward of Churchill, before thofe which 
come along the Bay from the fouthward are feen at 
York-fort. It is received as an eftablifhed and con- 
firmed fact among the people at the Bay, that thofe 
flocks of wild-geefe which appear in the fpring, come 
from the fouthward according as the fnow melts, 
and the marfhes and rivers are thawed fufficiently 
to afford them fubfiftence in their flight northward, 
whither they repair to feek for unfrequented places 
to hatch and breed their young. But if it happens 
to freeze again, they fly back fouthward to get food, 
and do not renew their flight northward till the 
thaw is renewed. It is alfo faid, that their courfe 
is generally parallel to the coaft of the Bay, near 
the mouths of rivers and along the marfhes ; and 
that they do not come from ‘the inland country 
weft to eaft, but from fouth to north, being 


always firft feen at the moft foutherly factories. 


But at Churchill, long before the ice is broken up 
fouthward, there are always flights of geefe to be feen 
to the northward, hovering about for a convenient 

place 
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place to feed upon; which not finding on account 
of the continuance of the froft, they fly back again 
inland to the weftward. It is, therefore, pretty 
certain, that thefe flights are made from another 
country, and are not the fame that come from the 
fouthward, which do not appear till a confiderable 
time after. Some probably come along the coaft 
of the weftern ocean from the fouthward, as thefe 
in the Bay; and fome along the eaft coaft of 
America, and the weft coaft of Europe; all mak- 
ing northward to Spitzburg and Greenland, where 
they breed: while thofe, which I fuppofe come 
from the weftern coaft of America, take their flight 
by California and the coaft northward of it, where 
there is a great difference of. climate at a fmall 
diftance from the Bay ; and being earlier upon the 
wing, and flying at the rate of fixty miles an hour, 
they fhoot into a frozen climate upon the Bay, be- 
fore they are aware; but finding no food, retreat 
back to the warmer climate they came from. 

Ir it fhould be urged, that thoie geefe which are 
feen fo early to the northward, may fly from the 
inland northward, and happen to light upon the 
fhore north of Churchill, and fo be firft feen 
there; I anfwer, that if it muft be left to accident, 
they might as eafily light upon the fhore to the 
fouthward, and fo be firft feen at Churchill or 
York-fort, which has never yet been done. Befides, 
the flight is always obferved to be made along fhore, 
and never from the inland country directly to the 
fhore. Since, therefore, all other flights of geefe 
are feen coming from the fouthward in the {pring, 
and returning. to the northward in autumn; and 
this flight, which is feen firft to the northward of 
Churchill, is in a direct contrary courfe; the con- 
clufion is very natural, that it muft come from a 
different country, and a different fea-coaft, moft 
probably to the weftward; which having a much 

warmer 


(2) 


warmer climate on account of an open fea, the 
flight is taken early, but obftructed by coming too 
fuddenly into a frozen climate. This flight may 
poffibly be made along the fhore of the north- 


weft paffage: however, ‘the firft fuppofition ftands _ 


very ftrongly fupported, that the continent to the 
northward of Churchill is very narrow, and the 
weftern fea not far diftant from the Bay. 

I sHALL next endeavour to fhew the probability 
of entering Hudfon’s-Bay much earlier than is done 
annually by the Company’s fhips. The ice from 
the north part of the Bay drives through Hudfon’s- 
ftraits into the ocean; and the Company’s fhips 
generally enter the ftraits in the beginning of July. 
At York-fort and Churchill-river I have obferved 
that the ice did not break off clofe at the fhore, 
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‘but gradually; the firft field leaving the fhore-ice | . 


two or three miles broad, the fecond lefs, and foon 
till it was cleared away. Thefe feveral fields of 


ice drive through the ftraits ,; but as they go off at 


intervals, one field may be driven through before 
the next enters from the Bay: confequently the 
{trait is fometimes pretty clear of ice. 

As the ftraits then are never frozen over, nor 
always unnavigable, even when there is much ice in 
the Bay ; I imagine that a fafe paffage may be often 
found in the beginning of June: for as the ice en- 
ters the ftrait at intervals, according as it breaks off, 
and as the wind and current drive it out of the Bay ; 
fo the wind may keep the ice back at this feafon 
as well as any other. Befides, the ice at the bottom 
of the Bay, andthe north and weft ice, will not 


have had time to reach the ftrait; but after June. 


all the Bay-ice commonly reaches it. The begin- 
ning of June therefore feems to be the likelieft time 


in which to expecta free paffage. If fhips fhould 


get through by this time, and yet the Bay prove 
too full ‘of ice to “proceed, harbours might be 
found, 

I 
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found; and as they would have fmooth water and 
light nights, {mall boats might be fent out upon 
difcovery. Thefe boats fhould be made of ftrong 
leather, with the ribs and other timber moveable 
at pleafure. They would not then be liable to be 
broken by the ice; they would row {wiftly,; and 
might be let out or contracted, and fo made fit 
for fhoal or deep water. And that the fhips may 
not lofe the firft opportunity of a clear paflage, 


_ by waiting for the return of the boats; a common 
place of rendezvous fhould be appointed, from 
_ whence they might purtfue their difcoveries in con- 
cert; and either return to England, or winter as 


they found encouragement. All the evil arifing 


- from this experiment, if it fails, would be only the 


expence of having taken the voyage one month 
earlier; but if it fhould fucceed, it would fave 
the much greater charge of wintering in the Bay, 
and be attended with all the advantages that can be 
wifhed for towards enlarging our difcoveries. 

I know that but a few years ago this voyage 
was thought very difficult and tedious; that the 
Company’s fhips almoft always wintered in the 
Bay; and that they were well fatisfied with that 
captain who wintered fafely, and returned the fol- 
lowing year, allowing him a gratuity of fifty 
guineas. But of ate this gratuity is with-held 
from ‘him, and givemonly to thofe who go cut and 
return the fame year: fo that what was once re- 
prefented as abfolutely impracticable, is now very 
eafily and fpeedily preformed ; and it is with great 
Feluctance that any captain winters in the Bay. 


Tf the difcovery of a north-weft paffage was purfu- 


ed with the fame ardour‘and encouragement, the 
fame expédition would take place ; and the reality 
of fuch a paffage be. {peedily determined. 

THE 
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‘Tue great means of fettling this is a knowledge 
of the tides; and therefore proper perfons fhould 
tr’ it in 66 deg. north-eaft of Cary-fwan’s-neft, 
and afccrtain Middleton’s frozen ftrait, and the 
tide and current there, which he fays is fo great as 
to fi!lthe Welcome. Others fhould be fent at the 
farne time ahd for the fame purpofe to Whale-cove, 
Rankin’s-inlet, Chefterfield-inlet, Wager-bay, and 
Repulfe-Bay ; in one of which the paflage, if there 
is any, muftexift. In all thefe places they fhould be 
ordered to flay a limited time, and make repeated 
experiments upon the tides and currents: and if in 
any of the inlets the tides do not flow into the Bay, 
but meet in the middie of the ftrait; or if the ebb 
into the Bay exceeds the flood from the Bay, and 
yet the water continues falt or brackifh; or if the 
tide of flood lafts fewer hours than the tide of ebb, 
and the water fti!l proves brackifh ; fuch fymptoms 
of a frefh river would afford the ftrongeft evidence 
of a clear pafiage. Thefe firft fteps to 2 difcovery 
being thus deliberately and accurately made, the 
people, if they had time, might venture to proceed ; 
but if the feafon fhould be teo far elapfed, they 
might at worft winter in the Bay, and renew the 
fearch the foilowing fummer. 

Bur fill much ee expence would be incurred, 
more expedition would be ufed, and more certain- 
ty obtained, by making the experiment over land. 
And | greatly wonder it has not yet been attempt- 
ed, confidering the repeated teftimonies of the 
natives that come to York-fort, who fay that they 
have been at rivers which run acontrary courfe to 
thofe in the Bay, and have feen the fea on the 
other fide of the country. 

A MaN refolved upon the expedition, might very 
eafily engage a feleét number of the Copper- wee 
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who come to Churchill-factory, to conduct him up 
the country, upon the offer of fome inconfiderable 
reward, and making one of their chiefs captain of 
the undertaking. Nor is it neceffary that he fhould 
underftand the language, as the linguift, who 
might be of the party, could communicate every 
thing to the Indians that it was proper for them to 
know. By this means the copper-mine at leaft 
would be difcovered, and probably the diftance of 
the weftern ocean, and the reality of a paffage be- 
tween that and the Bay. 

Tue fame advantages might be as effectually ob- 
tained, tho’ not perhaps fo immediately, if the 
Company was to iffue a general order, that the 
children of all thofe natives who would give their 
confent, fhould be brought up at the factories, and’ 
inftructed in every part of learning that was necef- 
fary to fit them for ufeful fervice; andif at the 
fame time alfo they would fend over from England 
a number of indigent children to be educated with 
them. By fuch connection and _intercourfe 
thefe boys would learn each others language, be 
accuftomed to each others tempers and manners, 
be foon able to travel together up the country, and 
foon capable of underftanding as much of the 
mathematics as would qualify them to obferve the 
latitudes and keep a journal. And if, in aid of 
their endeavours, rewards were propofed for thofe 
who made the moft important difcoveries, all the 
parts of the countries adjoining to the Bay, would 
in a few years be intimately known. 

Expepients like thefe muft occur to every 
man who has the leaft reflexion, and the leaft 
knowledge of the country; but as the Hudfon’s- 
Bay Company have not yet made any trial of them, 
It is to be queftioned whether any trial will ever be 
made, till the trade and management become the 


bufinefs of the nation’ The Company have had 
appren- 
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apprentices in the Bay, both able and willing to do 


in part what has been juft now propoled. I have. 


myfelf heard many of their fervants fay, that-they 
would gladly undertake a journey with the natives, 
if the Company would give them any encourage- 
ment ; and one of them in particular told me, that 


he once offered voluntarily to do this without fo- 


liciting a reward, but was rebuked by the gover- 
nor for his officioufnefs, and treated ill the remain- 
der of his time: yet this method of making dif- 


coveries would not only be lefs expenfive, than. 


any the Company have hitherto taken, but far 
more certain, and more fuccefsful ; of which they 
have a melancholy proof from the very formidable 
encroachments which the French, by the fame 
means, are continually making upon them. 

Ir is univerfally believed among the fervants, 
that.the French travel many hundred miles over 
land from Canadato the heads of our rivers in the 
Bay, and that they have erected huts and fettled a 
confiderable factory upon a lake at the head of 
Nelfon-river ; trading with the natives for the 
lighteft and moft valuable furs, which they carry 
a long way before they find a conveyance by water : 
and this general opinion is not taken up at random, 
but fupported by particular inconteftable evidences 
Of the fact. I have feen French guns among the 
natives that cometo York-fort ; andonce heard Mr. 
Brady, the furgeon, converfe with one of them in 
the French language. I have alfo frequently feen in 
the governor’s hand, a letter addreffed to him from 
the chief factor at the French fettlement on Nel- 
fon-river. It was written in French and Indian; and 
the purport of it was to eftablifh a trade between 
them and the Englifh at York-fort, for thofe heavy 
goods whch the French ftood in great need of, but 


could not bring from Canada, fuch as guns, ket- | 


tles, tobacco, &c. and the Englifh were defired 
to 
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to fay, how mtich beaver they expected in ex- 
change for thefe articles. The governor told us, 
that he had fent a copy of the letter to England ; 
and added, that if the Company confented to fuch 
atreaty, we fhould get no furs but what came 
through the hands of the French, who would foon 
have huts all the way down Nelfon-river, 

Tue linguifts informed me, that they have had 
a defcription of the French factory at the head of 
Nelfon-river from different Indians, who all a- 
preed in the principal circumftances, and re- 
markably in this, that the French havea large bo 
er floop upen the lake, Thefe people formerly 
would have been glad to have had the Englith ac- 
company them up therivers; and were once very 
follicitous to engage us to go up, that we might 
head them againit the French Indians: but they 
are now very eafy and filent upon that fubject : the 
French by kind offices and a liberality in dealing, 
which we think of no confequence, have obtained 
fo much influence over almoft all the natives, that 
many of them are actually turned factors for the 
French at our fettlements for heavy goods. This 
the Indians openly acknowledged to the linguift 
in the year 1746, juft before I left York-fort. 

Bur it is now time to fay fomething of the fifh- 
aries; the wretched condition of which is not owing 
to any natural defect, but merely to negligence gr 
€efign in thofe who pretend a right to the countly 
and its productions, : 

Tue Efkimaux, who are the profeffed fifhers, 


ufed co inhabit the country on the eaft-main be- 


tween the {traits and the bottom of the Bay: but 
they are fince driven away to the northward by the 
ether Indians, who are rendered much fuperior to 
them, on account of the fupply of arms and am- 
munition which they receive from the Engi:fh: 
fo that a traét of land Qf more than three hundred 
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miles extent from north to-fouth, lies almott wafte, 
without trade and without inhabitants. Churchill-— 
river was much frequented by the Efkimaux before. 
we fettled there, the point on which the fort 1s 
built being called Efkimaux-point. Upon dig- 
cing for the fort many traces were difcovered of their 
abode here, fuch as the pit in which they fecured 
their provifions, pieces of ftone-pots, {pears, ar- 
rows, &c. This point they kept fome time after 
they were driven from the adjacent country, be-. 
caufe as it lies far in the open fea, they couid dif- 
cover the diftant approaches of their enemies, and 
repair in time to their canoes, in the management 
of which they are peculiarly dexterous: but they 
were at length forced to go farther northward, to 
Cape- Eimaus and Whale-cove : ; and are now to- 
tally difpoffeffed of this retreat, by our making a 
fettlernent here, and drawing down the northern up- 
land Indians to trade, hee alfo we have { fupphied. 
with arms. 

Trus have we confented to the depopulation of 
both the eaft and weit coafts of the Bay, by fuffer- 
ing the inhabitants, perhaps the moft ufeful of all 
ae natives, to be baited to Hudfon’s-ftraits on 
one fide, and to Whale-cove on the other. But a- 
people do not eafily lofe their characteriftic virtues : 
that art and induftry for which the Efkimaux aré 
diftinguifhed, they ftill retain even ina ftate of 
flieht and difperfion; and thofe that are fcattered 
about the ftraits, kill whales, fea horfes, feals, bears; 
&c. not only fer common fubfiftence, but for trade, 
which they are very eager to carry on with our fhips, 
as often as they go by in their pafiage to the Bay. 
But our fhips give them little encouragement ; nor 
is it the defign of the Company, that the fifhcries 
fhould be improve 


A stoop is indeed fometimes fent to Whale. cove 
for a fe Ww days in a feaion, and fometimes nt fent 
at all. ‘Phe people, therefore, having no cepen- 
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dance upon our coming to tradé¢ with them, talte 
very little care to provide a fupply larger than 4s 
heceffary for their own fubfiftence. 
Iw thofe years in which the floop was not fent to 
Whale-cove, viz. 1745, t746, and 1747, all the 
whaie-finn that the Company brought to Englatid 
was procured in the ftraits: the firft year 303 
pounds, the fecond 1314 pounds, and the third 
226 pounds; in all 1843 pounds, as appears fromm 
the account of their public fales. But in the 
feven preceeding years, when the fleop was fent 
to Whale-cove, the account of their fales ftands 
Biss 91738, finn.2o* pounds; 1739, finty 518 
pounds; 1740, finn 630 pounds, oil 123 gallons; 
1741, finn 149 pounds; 1742, finn 679 pounds, 
m@eoneeton at fo 13: 1920} 14743, finh 496 
pounds, oil and blubber 5 tons 234 gallons at 
£ 14:8: 0 per ton, 1744, finn 302 pounds, oil 
and blubber 3 tons 218 gallons at £10: I: © per 
ton. So that upon an average the trade in finn 
thofe years in which the floop was fent to Whale- 
cove, does not equal the trade when the floop was 
not fent: therefore the greatér part muft have been 
procured in the ftraits, which, as I faid before, 1s 
done curforily as the fhips pafs into the Bay. But 
if fo much can be gained without any efforts, 
what muft the produce be from a profeffed de- 
fign and vigorous endeavour to bring thefe fitheries 
to perfection 2 
THE previous ftep to this, is the re-eftablifh- 
ment of the Efkimaux in thé quiet poffeffion of 
their properties and lives; fuffering them to ex- 
tend at pleafure towards the bottom of the Bay, 
where they would find a milder climate and bettet 
country : and this appears very eafy to be effected, 
by making a fettlement to the fouthward of th¢ 
ftraits, which abounds with wood and good harbours; 
and taking care to inform the Indians upon the 
F eaft- 
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eaft-main, that the Efkimaux are defirous to live at 
peace with them, that they will not interfere in 
their furr-trade, and that they are friends to the 
Englith and under their protection, who, if hof- 
tilities are continued, will fupply them with arms 
and ammunition for their defence : which impar- 
tial diftribution of kindnefs and good offices 
would effectually diffipate that malignity we have 
given birth to by the oppofite conduct, to the 
deftruction of both people, and the ruin of 
the trade. And if the fame pacific meafures 
were taken alfo on the weftern-coaft, and fettle- 
ments made fouthward of Whale cove, for the 
protection and encouragement of thofe Efki- 
maux who lie fcattered thereabout, the founda- 
tion of a moft extenfive fifhery would be effectu- 
ally laid. 


Tuese laft Efkimaux. fubfift in winter. upon. 


the ftock they raife in fummer, which is fuppofed 
to be oil, blubber, and the like: and yet the feafon 
of the whale- fithery feldom _lafts, above nine 
weeks in which time they muft kill a prodigious 
quantity to be able not only to lay up a ftore for 
a long winter, but to make a referve of many 
tons of oil for the Company’s. annual floop. 
And if this poor people can in. their one-mag 
feal-fkin canoes, with fuch tackling as their little 
fill enables them.:to make of ivory, wood, and 


leather, kill fo many whales in fo fhort a time, 


and in fo fmall a part.of the Bay;. there is :no 
fixing bounds to the profufion, if a fifhery was 
carried on. at all- the rivers under proper direction 
and encouragement, and_ the -natives furnifhed 
with . harpoons, nets, hooks, and other tackling 
made in England, ~ and prompted befides to ex- 
ert their utmoft art and induftry by a kind and 
generous treatment. 


THE 
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‘Tue circumference of the Bay is at leaft 2500 
miles, with fo many rivers and inlets all round; 
that a confiderable river or inlet may be allowed 
to every hundred miles. In the three rivers 
where I refided, as much oil &c. might be pro- 
cured as would be fufficient to load 150 tons of 
fhipping annually: confequently, by the fame 
computation, the whole Bay would employ 1250 
tons; andina fhort time, I dare fay, many hun- 
dred more. But the firft trial muft be made by 
thofe wha are poffefied of judgment, fpirit, and 
integrity, or no plan, however excellent, woud 
infure fuccefs. 

I Have attempted to form a plan as well for 
the improvement of the inland-trade as of the 
fifheries, and would have inferted them in this ac- 
count, if fome prudential reafons did not reftrain 
me; one is that the Company might poffibly be 
tempted to fhut up thofe avenues which | fhould 
point out: but I am ready to give all the private 
information in my power to any, whol am con- 
vinced are willing to fend out fhips, and take 
other fincere fteps for the advancement of the 
trade of this country; and I think I can de- 
demonftrate, that fhips need not return the 
fecond voyage from Hudfon’s-Bay with a fmall 
or unprofitable cargo. 

Ir it fhould be objected, that fince the wefterly 
rivers in the Bay are not clear of ice till the be- 
gining of June, andthe fifhery is over by the 
middle of Auguft, the feafon would laft only 
ten weeks, which would be too fhort to kill 
whales enough to defray the expence; I anfwer 
firft, that the fifheries of Greenland and Davy’s-. 
ftraits do not laft longer; and fecondly, that the 
expence in a great meafure might be faved, if 
as the Bay-fifhery does not begin till the Davy’s- 
{traits fifhery is over, the fame fhips were employ 

| ig ca 


( 68 ) 
ed in both. If it be farther objected, that fhips 
cannot get into the Bay by the beginning of June, 
and therefore a great expence would be incurred, 
by fo many Englifhmen being obliged to winter 
there; I anfwer farther, that few Englifhmen 
need be kept in the Bay, fince the natives may 
be hired upon very reafonable terms to attend the 
whole time of the fifhery. The home Indians even 
now, kill geefe for the Company for very low 
wages, and a much great number offer themfelves 
for this fervice than can be employed, and the 
feafon of killing geefe is over a week before 
the fifhery-feafon comes on. Indeed thefe home 
Indians are tender, dull and inactive ; but they need 
only be employed in the fifhery while in its infant 
ftate ; for upon making peace between them and 
the Efkimaux, thofe native fifhers would carry 
on the whole bufinefs alone, without any affiftance 
from the home Indians, or even from the Englifh 
who need only act as fupervifors. But fhouid it 
be at laft objected, that the Company long before 
this would have fet fuch a fifhery on foot, if it 
was near fo beneficial as is now reprefented; the 
anfwer may be eafily drawn from their whole 
conduct for many years paft, and the mean and 
ungenerous motives that have influenced it. 

INDEED it is to be feared, that all remonftrances, 
intreaties and perfuafions for the opening a paffage 
to this extenfive field of trade, will prove in- 
effectual, till they are addreffed to the Legiflature, 
who by purchafing the right the Company pretend 
to have to the Bay and all the countries round 
it, would foon fee how well they have aéted un- 
der the faith of their allegiance to the crown, 
who granted them a charter only as truftees for 
the public. Such a purchafe, made even upon 
the Company’s own eftimation of their. profits, 
would I think be as beneficial a one as ever was. 

made 
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made by a Britifh parliament: for befides the fifh- 
eries and fur-trade, and their being capable of 
inconceivable improvement, there are the ftrong- 
eft appearances of rich mines in various parts 
of the country. I have feen pieces of fhining 
ore which were brought from Knight’s-hill about 
thirty miles eaft-by-fouth from  Churchill-river. 
And it appeared upon the evidence before the 
Committee, that ore has been brought to the 
fouthern factories, of which buckles were made ; 
that there is a valuable lead-mine upon the eaft- 
main, the ore of which was produced; and that 
native cinnabar was found upon the coaft be- 
tween Churchill and Nelfon-rivers, from which 
quickfilver was extracted and a fpecimen of it 
fent over to the Company. There are alfo the 
{trongeft probabilities of there being a rich cop- 
per-mine north-weft of Churchill-river,; I have 
feen feveral pieces of this ore; the Indians of 
thofe parts wear them by way of ornament about 
their necks and wrifts,; and a man who was pre-e 
fent at mcking the fettlement upon Churchill- 
river informed me, that the Indians had _ ice- 
chizzels, and other unplements made of this cop- 
per, and that the people of the faétory called them 
the Copper-Indians by way of diftin¢ction, as by 
their own account they came from that part of 
the country where the mine is fituated. But 
notwithftanding the cogency of fuch a variety of 
proofs, the Company have fet it at defiance, and 
made not the leaft fincere and effectual effort to 
pufh the difcovery of thefe mines. Nay, for the 
fake of invalidating the evidences for the copper- 
mine, their friends have even ventured to affert, 
that the copper brought dawn by the Indians 
was not the produce of a mine, but broken 
pieces of drafs guns belonging to a Danifh 
wreck, which they found upon fome coaft; not 
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Confidering that tho’ the brafs of which cannon 
is’ made be indeed copper compounded with lapis 
calaminaris, all the hammering, or any other 
method that the Indians were capable of taking, 
could never reduce it again to pure copper. 

Tue circumftances mentioned in the papers 
produced by the Company before the Commit- 
tee of the honourable houfe of Commons in the 
year 1749, come next to be confidered: but as 
thofe papers are minutely ftated and examined 
jn the Appendix, I fhall here only make a 
few curfory and general remarks, and then con- 
clude with a fhort review of the Company’s 
whole conduct. 

In looking over the lift of the Company’s 
papers and letters prefixed to the report of the 
Committee, I was furprized to find that of all the 
Jetters written while I was in the coyntry, one 
only was inferted, dated1733. The inferting others, 
Fimagine, would have expofed fome parts of their 
management that are not fit for the’ public eye, 
the dread of which it is likely forced them to 
plead hard againft producing either original pa- 
pers or original entries, and to beg that their 
fecretary might be permitted to extract and copy 
fuch as they fhould feleét for that purpofe. 

Tue addreffing their orders to the governor and 
council is a matter of mere form, for the coun- 
cil is feldom confulted ; being» named chiefly for 
the fake of diftinguifhing thofe who belong to 
the governor’s mefs, The governor is abiolute, 
and ‘not to be civerted from following the dic- 
tates of his own will, for which he has the fanc- 
tion of the Company: Ihave myfelf heard the 
furgeon, who is one of the council, charge him 
with not ftanding by the general letter and 
order; when he replied, with the utmoft con- 
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tempt, ‘* Do you think I have no other orders 
** but what are there ?” | 

In one of their letters to John Bridgar, 
dated May 15th, 1682, they order him to make 
a fett.ement on the river of Port-Nelfon, they 
alfo addrefs feveral letters to the governor and 
council at Port-Nelfon; but the anfwers to thefe 
Jetters are all dated from York-fort, which is 
erected not upon ‘Nelfon-river but upon Hayes’s. 
The Company could not be ignorant of its fitua- 
tion; and therefore by talking fo affectedly of 
Port-Nelfon it is probable they hoped to lead the 
Committee into a belief, that they had buile a fore 
upon Nelfon-river. Jam the more confirmed in 
this, as, after my return to London, I found in 
the print-fhops a newly-publifhed chart of Hayes’s 
and Nelfon-rivers, with a fort half way between 
them, named Port-Nel/on fort; and to iupport 
this difpofition, the Company, upon being charged 
with criminal negligence in not fecuring the 
poffeffion of fo fine a river as Nelfon, faid in 
their vindication, that Port-Nelfon fort (é. e. 
York-fort) defended + doth rivers, which how- 
ever was not in their power to prove. About the 
fame time there was hanging up in the Royal-ex-. 
change a paper annexed to a draught done by 
captain Smith, in which it was afferted, that it 
was falfe that north-weft winds made the highett 
tides at Churchill-river: this alfo was an impoli- 
tion; fof I had kept a journal of the winds and 
tides, and know that to be a fact which the au- 
thor of the paper has the confidence to ceny. 
Thefe things would almoft juftify a fufpicion, that 
none of the papers produced by the Company 
are genuine, that there is a private intercourle 
between them and the Bay-governcrs; and that 


iF See the Draught of Nelfon and Hayes’s-rivers, Phare N®. I. 
ere they. 
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they give plaufible inftruCtions to amufe the pub- 

lic, but fend orders directly the reverfe to prevent 

the execution. 

Tue papers relating to Henry Kelfey, are 

thoroughly examined in the Appendix, but 

it. is worth abferving here, that by the ac- 

count of this man, which has been invariably 

handed down and confidently believed among 

the fervants in the Bay *, it appears that either 
(sever, 


* Turaccount I received of Henry Kelfey from the fervants in 
the Bay, isin general this : Henry Kelfey, alittle boy, ufedto take 
great delignt in the Company of the natives, andin learning their 
laxguage, for which, and fome unlucky tricks that boys of 
{pirit are always guilty of, the governor would often correct 
him with great feverity. He refented this deeply; and when 
he was advanced a little in years and ftrength, he took an 
opportunity of going of with fome diftant Indians, to whom 
he had endeared himfelf by a long acquaintance and many 
little offices of kindnefs 

A veEar or two after, the governor received by an Indian 
a piece of birch-rind folded up, and written upon with char- 
coal. This wasa letter from Kelfey ; in which he intreat- 
ed the governor to pardon him for running away, and to 
{uffer him to return with favour and encouragement. Ac- 
cordingly he came down with a party of Indians, dreffed 
after their manner, and attended by a wife, who wanted to 
follow him into the faCiory. The governor oppofed this; 
but upon Kelfey’s telling him in Englifh, that he would not 
go in himfelf if his wife was not fuffered to goin, he knew 
him, and Jet them both enter. Many circumftances of his 
travels were related: that the Indians once left him a‘leep ; 
and while he flept, his gun was burnt by the fire’s fpreading 
in the mofs, which he afterwards ftocked again with his 
knife: that he and an Indian were one day furprized by 
two grizzled bears, having but juft time to take fhelter, the 
Indian in a tree, and Kelfey among fome high willows; 
the bears making directly to the tree, Kelfey fired and killed 
one of them; ‘the other, obferving from whence the fire 
came, ran towards the place; but not finding his prey, return- 
ed to the tree, which he had juft reached when he dropped 
by Kelfey’s fecond fire. This aftion obtained him the name 
of Miis-top-athifh, or Little Giant. 

WueEn Kelfey was afterwards made governor of York-fort, 
IT was told that he wrote a vocabulary of the Indian Jan- 
guage, and thatthe Company had ordered it 1c be fuppreffed. 
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Geyer, who was governor in his time, has grofsly 
impoled upon the Company, or the Company up- 
on the public. Geyer pretends, that he fent out 
Kelfey to make difcoveries; and a@ journal of 
his is produced, dated July 1691, before he had 
even the common requifites of ae pens and 
ink to make one; for it is not till the Seprember 
following, that Geyer fays he had received, not 
a journal, but a letter from him, (which ilies 
we may fairly fuppofe to be that written with 
char-coal upon a piece of birch-rind) and in re- 
turn fent him @ new commiffion and a fupply of 
thofe things be wrote for. mcluding among them, 
no doubt, the neceflary materials for writing, 
which enabled him to keep the fame identical 
journal of 1691, under the date of the following 
year. But referring the reader to the Appen- 
dix, I fhall only add, that, from many circum- 
fances mentioned in this journal, I no more be- 
Wieve that it is Kelfey’s than it is mine. There 
is one particular, that with any man who knows 
enouch of the appearances of the ground in 
Hudton’s-Bay to have made them a rule to 
travel by, muft be {fufficient to difcyedit the 
whole. It is faid, 20th July. — Setting forward 
again, had not gone avove nine miles, but came on 
the track of \ndians, which hed paffed four days 
vefore, having feen their old tents. And again, 
rith September — New fetting forward, about 
noow came up with the track, and followed it, 
and, in the evening, came to with them. Die 
16 miles. From hence the writer of the journal 
would have it believed, that it isa very eafy 
and common thing, even in fummer when no help. 
can be gained froma the fnow, to difcover the 
track of a particular fet of people, at many miles 
diftance, and after the lapfe of three or four 
days. In the firft inftance, the difficulty is at- 
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ternpted to be folved by adding, having feen their 
tents: but in the other, the way is left naked, 
with not a fingle token to guide them; yet after- 
travelling from morn till noon they came by in- 
ftinét. upon the track, and followed it. Now 
would any one in his fenfes believe that man 
who fhould fay, that, after {pending fix hours in 
along purfuit, he. had found out a particular 
txgck, where {carcely any track is to be difcerned ¢ 
Admitting that the grafs was long, and continued 
fo. for many miles together, which it does not 
here, would he be able to follow this track from 
noon till evening, unlefs it was much beaten ? 
and if it was much beaten, how fhould he know 
that his friend had lately paffed it? But Kelfey 
knew the Indians track, and that they only had 
made it; computing, I fuppofe, .the number. of 
men, the weight of their bodies, the fize of ‘their 
feet, and the angle of each ftep; tho’ the ap- 
pearances would have been exactly the fame, and 
his opinion the fame, if:a herd of deer or buffaloes: 
had gone that way. Jn winter, indeed, when the: 
{now lies thick upon the ground, fuch an afferiion’ 
as this might gain fome little credit; yet often: 
as I have traverfed the ground in Hudion’s-bay, I 
would not undertake to follow any track but a. 
beaten one, as the leaft wind is able effectually 
to diffipate all traces of the firft foot-{teps. | 
’ Tue Company find the profits arifing from that: 
inconfiderable part of the produce of this country 
which they have monopolized, fo enormous, that, 
while they. are refolved to be undifturbed in the: 
pofieffion, they can have no motive to increafe. 
them, but are rather induced to prevent this, as an 
evil that would endanger the lofs of the whole. 
_ From hence, perhaps, proceeds .that vigorous 
exertion of their art. and power to keep all their 
fervants, except the chief factors and the captains 
of 
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of their fhips, totally ignorant both of the country 
and trade: hence their treatment of the natives; 
which fo far from aiming at inftru€ting their minds, 
and reforming their manners, is made up of cruelty 
to their perfons, impofitions upon their ignorance or 
their neceffity, and a fomentation of a fpirit of difcord 
among them thatin time mutt deftroy themall: hence 
alfotheiraverfion to all difcoveries and improvements, 
cloaked under the fpecious pretence, that they 
have already done al] that men could do, for the 
advantage of fo-barren a foil, and fo bad a climate: 
and hence their ftupid inattention, not only to the 
intereft of Britain, but even-of their own immediate 
fucceffors ; filently and tame'y fuffering the French 
to make fuch incroachments, as muft fpeedily end 
in the total alienation of this vaft fource of wealth 
and power. 

Tue abfolute authority over all other fervants, 
which is invefted in the governor, who is indulged 
in the moft malicious gratification of his own 
private refentments, and directed to exercife the 
fevereft cruelties upon every man who feems 
defirous to pry into the Company’s affairs, to culti- 
vate a friendfhip with the natives, or to difcover 
the country; and the filent allowancealfo of his grofs 
impofitions upon the natives, particularly in that 
iniquitous fpecies of traffic the over-plus trade, 
could only take place from the neceffity of trufting 
fomebody, and the dangerous evidence which 
thefe men, when trufted, are capable of giving upon 
any inquiry into the Company’s management. 
A. bricklayer at York-fort, with whom I was well 
acquainted, being defirous to perfect himfelf in 
writing, once inadvertently took down from the 
place where it was fixed, a well-written bill of 
orders, in order to copy it. This was deemed fo 
heinous an offence, that the poor bricklayer was 

* Im- 


( 76 ) 
immediately fent home incapacitated for all future 
employment in the Company’s fervice,; and the 
captain who had charge of him, took care in their 
paflage to England, to get him preffed on board a 
man of war. 

Tue inftances of neglect and abufe of the natives 
are fo grofs, that they would fcarcely gain credit, 
even among civilized barbarians, who never heard 
of the mild precepts of Chriftianity. Befides the. 
facts. already mentioned, the following one was well 
attefted by the fervants in the Bay, and was alfo. 
produced in evidence before the Committee: An 
Indian boy at Moofe-factory, being taught to read 
and write, through the humanity and indulgence of 
a governor there, wrote over to the Company for 
leave to come to England, in order that he might 
be baptized; but upon the receipt of this requeft, 
which any men who. had the leaft fenfe of religion, 
and the leaft regard for the fpiritual happinefs of a. 
fellow creature, would with joy have complied 
with; an order was fent to the governor to take. 
the boy’s books from him, and turn him out of the 
factory, with an exprefs prohibition againft any 
Indians being inftruéted for the future. This was 
the fource of much affliction to the poor boy, who. 
died foon. after, with a penitence and devotion that 
would have done honour to his mafters. But from 
whence can fuch prepofterousand unnatural behaviour 
take its rife, unlefs from the apprehenfion, that if 
the natives were properly inftructed and made con- 
verts to Chriftianity, they would all claim the 
privileges of Britifh fubjects, and apply to Britain 
to be fupported in them? The Company, therefore, 
to prevent their fuffering a remote evil as traders, 
have violated their indifpenfible duty as men and 
Chriftians; have even facrificed their own fervants to. 
their fear, and left the natives fhould beinftructed and. 
reiurmed, have hitherto neglected the fending over a 
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clergy-man tokeepupafenfe of religionat any of their 
factories. Why are the Efkimaux fuffered to be 
driven from their native refidence, and the fhore of 
the Bay to be left defolate, but for the fake of dif- 
couraging ali attempts to eftablifh a fifhery? Or 
why are animofities and divifions cherifhed among 
the upland Indians, but to keep the fur-trade with- 
in a certain value, that none may be tempted to 
engage in it to the Company’s difadvantage? They 
have made it plain from their own account of 
Kelfey, that an Englifhman can travel the country 
as well as a Frenchman; and that an Englifhman 
has it in his power to reconcile the differences 
among the natives, and engage them in a mutual 
endeavour, to encreafe the number ot pelts and furs 
for the fupply of the factories: And -there.can be 
no plaufible objection to the taking the fame 
meafures now, except the diftance of the factories, 
and the interruptions from the French: but the farft 
may be removed by making a fettlement at the head 
of Nelfon-river, and other rivers fit for the purpofe; 
and the fecond, by dealing with the natives only 
upon the the fame equitable terms, that the French 
deal with them. The Company have advantages of 
traffic fuperior to the French, being able to fupply 
the natives with many heavy goods, which the 
French, on account of their diftance and the want 
of a water-carriage, cannot fupply them with; the 
fame generous and friendly behaviour towards them, 
therefore, which the French fhew, muft give the 
Company a fuperiority of advantage upon the 
whole. 

Turovucu this abufe, and neglect of the natives, 
the fource of all important and ufeful difcoveries is 
effectually ftopped. ‘But the Company proceedin 
upon the fame felfith principle, have conftantly dif- 
couraged all difcoveries and improvements ; have ufed 
their fervantsill for fhewing the leaftdiftant inclination 
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to become acquainted with the country and the people; 
and have looked with an evil eye upon every defign 
formed in Britain for this purpofe, and exerted 
their utmoft efforts to defeat it. Is it not aftoni- 
fhing and paft credit, that tho’ they had a factory 
before the year 1688 within fix miles of the mouth 
of Nelfon-river, which is the fineft river in the 
country for trade, and have been in conftant 
poffeffion ever fince the peace of Utrecht, they had 
not in the year 1744 difcovered whether a fhip 
could go in and out with fafety. As it is the 
cuftom in the Bay to reprefent every thing in the 
wortt light, it was confidently afierted, that there 
was no fafe entrance, till captain Fowler and I 
made the attempt in 1745, and found a very fine 
one. It is not thirty years ago that a fhip was loft 
eff Hayes’s-river, for want of knowing that there 
was a good harbour and fafe entrance at Nelfon, 
yet, neceffary as this difcovery was, if captain 
Fowler had not been in the country, I queftion 
whether I fhould have had intereft enough with the- 
governor to borrow a boat, and obtain leave 
to mzke it. It was alfo confidently afferted, thar 
there was no timber upon Nelfon- river; but when I. 
‘went up and viewed the banks and creeks, I found: 
timber in great quantites, and very good. 

Amonc the many obftructions that they pretend 
lie in the way of all attempts of this kind, they 
never fail to urge the feverity of the climate, and 
the danger that life itfelf is expofed.to from it at 
certain Geatons: But in the coldeft part of winter, 
I have lain many a night in the open air, with only 
a fence to the windward made with branches of 
trees, and a fire upon the ground; and fometimes’ 
by the veering of the wind, both fence and fire 
have been rendered totally ufelefs: and yet I can 
honeftly fay, that I was never ill half an hour all 
the time I ftaid in the country. If it be faid,. that 
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refolution only is wanting in the people at the Bay, 
Jet them. be fhamed out of fo much effeminacy by 
a neighbouring example: the Danes have been in- 
defatigable in fettling the country in Davys’s traits, 
which though it lies in a much higher latitude than 
the moft notherly part of Hudfon’s-bay, they think 
well worth poffeffing and improving. But of how 
much greater value would they efteem the poffeffion 
of the country which we abandon through weaknefs, 
or fomething worfe. 

Tuis plea, however, of feverity of climate, the 
Company would be deprived of, if they weré 
obliged to account for their not fettling Moofe and 
Albany rivers, and others to the fouthward of the 
Bay; for they cannot pretend that the climate here, 
which is but in 51:28. is not very habitable; or 
that the land is not fertile enough to yie'd to 
the induftrious a comfortable fubfiltence. In this 
inftance, they muft be reduced to acknowlege, at 
leaft every intelligent man will be ready to do it for 
them, that a private company has no motive to 
make fettlements, fince an exclufive trade and 
monopoly with no more fettlements than are barely 
neceffary, muft be infinitely more profitable to the 
poffeffors, than fettling the whole country, and enjoy- 
ing the produce in common with people who 
would claim the privileges of Britifh fubjects. 

Tue Company not only -fit down contented. at 
the edge of a frozen fea, when they have it in their: 
ferret to fettle in a warm climate and fertile country, 

ut fuffer the French to come behind them, and 
carry off the beft of the trade: yet with a 
fourth part of the trouble and expence that the 
French are at in making thefe encroachments, it 
is in the power of the Company, from the many 
fine rivers of which they have the abfolute pof- 
ffeffion, to ftop their progrefs and recover to 
Britain all that is loft of the trade and country. 

But 
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But thefe rivers, for eighty years paft, have on’y 
been made ufe of, for catching afew fifth for oc- 
cafional fubfiftence, floating down timber for fire- 
wood, and bringing a few Indians once a year 
with thofe furs that are too heavy or coo bad to 
be carried to Canada, and fome intelligence of the 
dangerous expeditions of the French. It is 
univerfally believed at the * Bay, and I myfelf 
believe it, as much as I do that there 1s a King’ 
of France, that the French will foon be in pof- 
fefion of our rivers, and claim the whole coun- 
try and trade as their property: and then, furely, 
it will appear, how very con{cientioufly the Com- 
pany have made ufe of a royal grant to anfwer 

the valuable ends for which it was granted. 
How dangerous is fecurity when built upon 
the conduét of felfifh men! The act for confirming 
the Company’s charter expired above fifty years 
ago t; they have not had the affurance to a) 
or 


* On the 28th of this laft February, 1752, one Dominic Man- 
ners, a German, who came ‘from Hudfon’s-bay with the laf 
fhips, informed me, that the French had got to fuch a head, that 
they were coming down to attack Prince of Wales’s-fort, 
and were actually within a few days journey of it, when the 
Indians perfuaded them to return by the account they gave 
of the ftrength of the place. This, he faid, was confidently 
believed at all the forts. 

+ Ir being allegedin the Committee, that the Company’s 
charter was confirmed by act of parliament, the Lords and 
Commons journals were nine in which it appeared, 
that in 1690 the Company, fenfible that they had no legal 
title to their monopoly, petitioned the Commons for a bill te 
confirm their charter, upon account of the great lofles they 
had {uftained from the French, and their having no right to 
reitraig, Enghft interlopers. Accordingly a bill for a per- 
petual confirmation was brought into the houfe; but upon a 
petition againft the bill from the furriers, and afterwards 
from the northern colonies of America, fome of which came 
too late to be heard, at the third reading a sider was pra- 
pofed to make it temporary; and upon a divifion, whether 
tor feven or ten years, it was carried for the latter ; but the 
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for a. renewal, and yet have been mean enough to 
keep the abfolute pofléffion of what they knew 
was become the property of the nation. This 
could only be done by little artifices unworthy 
the character of men; and accordingly, the trade 
has been contracted, the country not only unfet- 
tled and concealed, but induftrioufly vilified, 
ind charts have been prohibited left the navigation 
fhould be found fafe and eafy. Inthe mean time 
the French are quietly permitted to extend their 
trade and factories within land to fuch a length, 
muft end in the total alienation of this country, 
the Legiflature does not quickly iaterpofe to 
i. ifs 
Upon the whole: The countries furrounding 
Hudfon’s-bay and ftraits have a fea-coaft of a- 
bove two thoufand miles extent, from 52 deg. 30, 
to more than 65 deg. north latitude ; oreat part 
of which is in the fame latitude as Britain. Upon 
this fea-coaft are many broad and deep rivers, 
the fources of which are at feveral hundred miles 
diftance fouth, fouth eaft, and fouth-weft of the 
Bay. Some of theie rivers are navigable as far 
to the fouthward as 45 deg. thro’ many fpacious 
lakes encompafied by populous nations. The 
country abounds with beaver, martins, foxes, and 
other animals, whofe furs are of great price; and 
with els, and moofe, and innumerable herds of 
deer and buffaloes: the foil is fertile and the cli- 
mate temperate, fit for the produce of all kinds 


Lords returning it amended, by inferting feven years initead 
of ten, the Commons agreed to the amendment and paffed 
the bill. .The Commons, however, to prevent their being 
atu : Aa 
f{urprized into fuch an act for the future, came to arcfolution; 
which was made a itanding order of the Howie, that no pe- 
won fhould be received for confirming any charter, unlefs 
the charter itfelf was annexed to the petition. 
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of grain, and for raifing ftocks of tame cattle: 
and’ the coaft abounds with black and white 
whales, feals, fea-horfes, and various kinds of 
{mall fifh: there are alfo many valuable mines 
and minerals, and a vaft traek of land to the fouth- 
welt ftill to be difcovered and improved. 

Tne trade of thefe extenfive countries, equa} 
almoft to a fourth part of Europe, is monopolized 
by the Hudfon’s-bay Company under the pre- 
tended fanction of a charter, and confined toa 
{mall capital and an annual export of lefs than five 
thoufand pounds. ‘The Company have only four 
{mall factories and two fmall houfes, in which they 
do not employ one hundred and fifty Europeans ; 
and but three or four veffels,; under two hun- 
dred tons burden each. The factories are 
fituated at the mouths of . rivers upon a frozen 
fea; whilft the inland countries, which are plea- 
fant, fruitful, and temperate, are fuffered to lie 
a ufelefs and unprofitable wafte. ‘The trade con- 
fifts only of thofe furs which the natives bring 
down in their birch-canoes, fearee barge enough 
to contain two men with an ineonfiderable cargo: 
and as this abufed people receive little or nothing 
in exchange for their furs on account ef the ex- 
travagant ftandard by which Britth goods are 
rated, they bring down no more than will pur- 
chafe them common neceffaries, and now and then 
a few trifling toys; being either reftrained from 
taking many furs, or induced to leave them to 
rot at home, from the want of a fure and ad- 
vantageous. market. 

Dvurinc the longtime in which the Company 
have been in poffeifion, they have not once at- 
tempted to civilize the manners or inform the un- 
derftandings of the natives; neither inftructed 
them in the great principles and duties of piety, 
nor in the common arts of fecular life, how ta 
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navigate the rivers and lakes with better veffels, 
how to improve their hunting and fifhing, how 
to raife and propagate tame cattle, or draw 
fleds in winter as is practifed in Ruffia. Nor have 
they ever encouraged their own fervants to navigate 
the rivers, and carry up goods for the fupply of 
the natives at home; nor allowed any Britifh 
fubjects to fettle, plant, and trade here, as is ufual 
in other proprietary colonies. On the contrary, 
fo very infenfible are the Company to the wel- 
fare of Britain, that they not only connive at the 
trade which the French are carrying on about 
the Bay, but ufe every artifice to prevent the 
knowledge of the fact. Indeed the French fup- 
port this trade at great labour and expence; yet, 
on account of the exorbitant price which the 
Company fix upon their goods, they are able to 
underfell them, and, in confequence, to carry off 
the choiceft and moft valuable furs. And hav- 
ing thus an undifturbed and improving poffef- 
fion, they will foon claim aright to the whole 
country and its productions, as they have already 

done at Penobfcot, St. Croix, and Chigne¢to. 
Are thefe countries and feas then perpetually 
to be locked up from Britain by a charter which 
is no longer fupported by act of parliament? Is 
this vaft continent, the due improvement of 
which would bring immenfe wealth to the nation, 
to lie uncultivated and unknown; or to be dif- 
covered, fettled, and improved, only by the 
French? This, indeed, feems to be the alterna- 
tive chofen by the Company, who either will 
keep to themfelves an inconfiderable part, or 
fuffer the French to be in poffeffion of the 
whole. But as an extended commerce and a for- 
midable marine, are now the great points aimed 
at by all the: kingdoms and ftates in the neigh- 
bourhood of Britain, -it is more than ever ss 
5 2 cr 
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her wifdom and her duty, not only to fecure the. 
pofieffions fhe aiready has, but to lay hold of every 
opportunity to muitiply and enlarge them. This 
and this alone, will enable her to maintain the 
balance of Europe, and to preferve herfe.f from 
becoming one day a tributary dependent upon 
fome more active and vigilant power. | 

Ir what I have fuggefted in thete fheets proves in 
the leaft degree inftrumental towards fecuring the 
poflefion, and bringing on the univerfal fettlement 
and culture of the countries about Hudfon’s. bay, 
it will gratify my higheft expeétacions. With this 
view alone [ have laid thefe facts and obfervations 
before the public, hoping that the eyes of my 
country will be cpened, before fo large a propor- 
tion of her beft interefts as a trading nation are 
for ever buried from her fight. 
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HUDSON’s BAY; 
AND 


Of the British PRoceEEDINGS there fince 
the Grant of the Hudjon’s-Bay CHARTER. 


TOGETHER 


With REMARKS upon the Papers and 
EvipENCE produced by that COMPANY, 
in the Year 1749, before a ComMMITT EE OE 
the Honourable House of Commons, 
appointed to enquire into the State and Con- 
dition of the Countries about HUDSON’ s- 
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NumeBer I. 
| Containing a fhort Account of the Difcovery of 
Hudfon’s-Bay, and of the Britifh Proceedings 
there fince the Grant of the Hudfon’s- Bay 
Charter, &c, 


“OHN and Sebaftian Cabot failed from: Bri- 
~ ftol, and difcovered Newfoundland, or Prima 
Vifta, in 1494; and Sebaftian failed again, 
at the expence of King Henry VII, in May 
1497, in queft of a north-weft paflage to India. 
He proceeded as far north as 67 deg. 30 min. 
reurned to 56 deg. and failed along the coaft from 
thence to 38 deg. being the firft who difcovered 
the continent of America; Columbus at that time 
having only difcovered the Weft-India iflands. 
Captain Davys in the years 1585, 1586, 
and 1587, difcovered the ftrait which is called 
after him, as far as 73 deg. north; and the coaft 
from thence along the entrance of Hudfon’s-ftrait, 
Which made way for Hudfon’s difcovery ; and 
from thence the coaft to 55 deg. meeting with a 
fine harbour and inlet in 56 deg. two. leagues 
wide, with.a ftrong tide, where he expected a 
paffage, ard where he alfo faw and caught a great 


number of fine fh. . 
a2 Hupson 
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Hupson failed in April 1610, and difcovered 


who died there: he difcovered all the weft-fide of 
that, and Button’s-Bay, from Nelfon-river to Ne 
Ultra in 65 deg. and Cary’s Swan’s-neft. Bylot 
and Baffine, who had been in both the former 
voyages, in 1615 difcovered the north-weft 
part of the ftraits, to Cape-comfort in 65 deg. 
and Baffine in 1616 failed to the bay in 78 deg. 
which ‘is called after him. The captains James 
and Fox failed in 1631. James difcovered all the 
fouth-eaft, fouth, and fouth-weft fides of the Bay, 
from Nelfon-river fouthward, and wintered in 
Charleton ifland ; and Fox difcovered all the weft 
of the Bay, from Cape Henrietta Maria in 55 deg. 
to the Welcome in 64 deg. 30 min. and the eaft 
of Cary’s Swan’s neft, beyond Cape Comfort, .to 
lord Wefton’s Portland in 66 deg. 47 min. where 
the coaft rounded away to the fouth-eaft, ending 
in a bay. So that the whole Strait, Bay, and 
Labrador coaft, were difcovered by the Englith, 
without any competitors, except Munck, who 
was fent by the:King of Denmark in 1619, when 
-he wintered in Churchill, or Seal-river; but I ra- 
therthink in Churchill-river, a brafs gun being 
taken ‘up there fome years after Hudfon and But- 
ton had-difcovered the Strait and Bay. | | 

No farther difcovery was made by fea, of which 
there is any journal or record, except De Fonte’s 
acepunt of the Bofton fhip under Shapley in 1640; 
‘ilcaptain Gillarn’s, who failed with Rattiffon and 
De Gtoifeleiz, in 1668. .Thefe Frenchmen, being 
in Canada, in the country of the Qutaouas, near the 


upper 


all the {trait, and the eaft and fouth coaft of the 
Bay called after him, and wintered there: byt upon . 
his return he was fet adrift by his men, and never ° 
heard of afterwards. Sir Thomas Button failed in . 
1612, wintering in a-river in 57 deg. 20 min. . 
which he named Nelfon-river, after his mafter | 
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upper lake, and"hearing of Hudfon’s-Bay, formed 
a {cheme to poffefs it: but meeting with no en- 
couragement in Canada, where a company was 
formed, who had got a monopoly of the fur- 
trade; and having no fund of their own to carry on 
the project, they went to Bofton, and from thence 
to London, where they were liftened to with plea- 
fure, and feveral perfons of rank, and wealth, 
joined in fitting out the Nonfuch ketch, under the 
command of captain Zechariah Gillam, who lived 
in New-England, and probably had failed north- 
wards froin thence, and was acquainted with thofe 
northern feas; and Rattiffon and De Groifeleiz 
accompanied him. 

By Gillam’s journal, he failed from Gravefend 
the 3d of June 1668, on the 4th of Auguft he 
faw Refolution ifle, at the entrance of the Strait; 
by the roth he got to Diggs’s ifle, at the entrance 
of the’ Bay, without mentioning any difficulty 
from the ice; on the 31ft anchored at an ifland 
in the Bay, near the eaft-main, in 57 deg. 49 
min.; on the 4th of September got in with the 
eaft-main, in 55 deg. 30 min. and bythe 25th, 
to,a bay near 51 deg, 20 min, and by the 2gthto 
a river then called Nemifco, as running from Ne- 
mifco-lake, but called by them Rupert’s river, 
where they wintered; it had eight foot water on 
the bar, and two fathom and a half within, and 
was about a mile broad; they were frozen up the 
gth of December, and the cold was almoft over 
in April; in June it was very hot, when they 
oo to fail for England. 

HAve been the more particular in abridging 
this journal, becaufe it has been faid in fome 
printed accounts of the Hudfon’s-Bay affairs, that 
after entering and failing thro’ the Straits, he had 
failed up to 78 deg. in Baffine’s-bay, and then re- 
turned and wintered in’Rupert’s-river ; which is a 
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falfe ftate of the fact. But from thefe falfe Acs 
counts, feveral charts, fince publifhed, have traced 
an opening north of Nottingham and Salifbury 
ifles, and eaft of Cary’s Swan’s-neft, into Baffine’s- 
bay ; and captain Middleton ‘adopts this, having 
inferted it in his new chart, as an undifcovered 
ftrait, to fupport his frozen ftrait ; which has 
no other foundation but thofe falfe - accounts 
given of Gillam’s voyage. __ 

Tue adventurers, upon their return in 1669, 
with prince Rupert and feveral other great men 
at their head, applied and obtained an unlimited 
charter for ever, of all the land around and beyond 
the Bay, which was to be called Rupert’s land; 
together with an exclufive trade, in order to make 
fettlements, as in other American colonies; and 
to extend the Britifh trdde, and find out a paflage 
to the weftern ocean; which charter bears date the 
ad of May 1670; and Charles Bayly, Efq; was 
fent over governor that-year, in order to begin a 
fettlement, and fix a factory, which accordingly 
was fixed at Rupert’s-river in 51 deg. 20 min. 
where Rattiffon, De Groifeleiz and Gillam, who 
went with Bayly, wintered before. A little to the 
northward is ariver called Petre-river, and to the 
fouthward another called Frenchman’s-river, and 
more to the fouthward a third and large river, 
ealled Nodway-river, which was five miles over 
to the falls. In 1674, after confultation, they 
propofed removing to Monfebi, or Moofe river, 
in 51 deg. 28 min. where, as it was farther from 
Canada, they expected a better trade; accord: 
ingly the governor failed to difcover it, and from 
thence failed to Schatawam, afterwards called Al- 
bany river, in 52 deg. and from thence alfo by 
Viner’s ifland to Cape Henrietta Maria, in 55 deg. 
going afhore at the river Equam, in about’ 53: 
deg. In 1673, ajefuit, a native of England, was 

fent 


fent fror Canada over land to difcover the coun= 
try, and our fituation, under pretence of friend- 
fhip ; bringing with him fome letters to captain 
De Groifeleiz from his friends there, which 
gave the governor a fufpicion of his correfponding 
with the French, to our prejudice. 

By the printed account of the proceedings in 
the Bay, William Lyddal arrived from phen 
as governor the 17th of September 1674, in the 
Prince Rupert, accompanied by the Shaftfbury 
captain Shepherd. But by the papers produced 
by the Company, before the Committee of the 
honourable houfe of commons in 1749, it appears, 
that Bayly was governor in 1676, at which time 
they wrote to him to fend up men into the coun- 
try to make difcoveries ; and by a letter from 
him to the Company in 1678, he was then alfo 4 
governor; but whether he was appointed at Moofe 
er Albany, when Lyddal was governor at Rupert’s- 
river, doth not appear, as no place is mentioned 
in the letters. Liyddal was afterwards fucceeded 
by Nixon; in whofe time they thought of moving 
to Albany-river, and made Charleton ifland the 
rendezvous of their fhips, and a kind of ftorehoufe 
for their goods. Some time after the Company 
difmiffed Rattifflon and De Groifeleiz from their 
fervice, upon which they returned to the French in 
Canada. 

Monsieur De la Poterie, in his hiftory of New 
France, fays, that Jean Bourdon, who was out in 
the year 1656, was the firft Frenchman who was 
in Hudfon’s-Bay; having failed round from Cana- 
da, in a bark of 30 tons, by the Labrador-coaft, 
and Hudfon’s Straits, 7 or 800 leagues; altho’ 
it was only 130 leagues by land from Quebec } 
that he then made an alliance with the natives, 
and they hearing of a ftrange nation in their neigh- 
bourhood, fent to Quebec in 1661, to begin a 
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trade, and to defire a miffionary might be fent td 
them ; and accordingly one was ordered, but the 
Indians, upon their return, repenting of what they 
had done, refufed to conduct them, fo they went 
back to Canada: yet he fays they fent again in 
1663, and prayed the governor to fend them fome 
French, and he fent one Couture, who proceeded 
to the Bay, and erected a crofs upon an eminence, 
and fet up the French arms engraven in copper, 
taking poffeffion of thefe countries for the king of 
France. This is the foundation of all the claim 
the French pretend to have to the Bay, which had 
fo long and fo often before been difcovered, and 
pofiefied for whole winters together by the fubjects 


of Britain; and hence Rattiffon and De Groifeleiz. 


thought of going to England to take poffef- 
fion of the Bay for the Englifh: but when thefe 
men were difmiffed the Company’s fervice, he 
fays they repented of having engaged in it, and 
obtained their pardon in France; and upon their 
return to Canada, they prevailed with the French 
Company there to join them, and to fit out a 
bark to take poffeffion of Nelfon-river, which the 
‘Englifh Company had not at that time fettled. 
Wuutst De Groifeleiz and Rattiffon were fail- 
ing round in their bark in 1682, the Englifh 
Company at the fame time refolved to poffefs 
Nelfon-river, and appointed John Bridgar gover- 
nor, who was to fix afactory there by the advice 


of captain Gillam; which letter, as given in to. 


the Committee, was dated the 15th of May 1682. 
But before either of them got there, Benjamin 
Gillam, fon to captain Gillam, had from New- 
England made a lodgment there; but was not 
left by the fhip above fourteen days, before 
Rattiffon’'and De Groifeleiz arrived. The Englifh 
had fixed at the mouth of Nelfon-river ; and the 
French had entered St. Therefa, or Hayes’s-river, 

the 
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the other branch of Nelfon, on the fouth fide of 
the ifland; and ten days after Bridgar arrived, 
but was ordered away by De Groifeleiz, who 
had got poffeffion of the river : however Bridgar 
ftayed, and made a fettlement on the Nelfon 
branch, feven leagues from the entrance of the ri- 
ver. The French and hecontinued good friends 
till February, when the French furprized them, 
and put the men on board a rotten fhip, and fenr 
them down to the bottom of the Bay; but carried 
Bridgar and Gillam prifoners to Canada ; leaving 
De Groifeleiz’s fon, Chouart, and five men, to 
keep poffeffion of Fort Bourbon. This is the ac- 
count given by the Enelifh: but there are two 
more accounts given by the French, different 
from each other, and from this; one by monfieur 
Jeremie, who afterwards was governor of Fort 
Bourbon ; and the other by De Ja Poterie ; both 
which I fhall give in their own words. 

Mowsreur Jeremie fays, that De Groifeleiz 
hearing of Hudion’s-Bay from the Outaouas,  up- 
on his return to Canada, engaged fome merchants, 
and fitted out a bark, and failed to St. Therefa, 
or Hayes’s-river where he wintered. During the 
winter fome of his people hunting upon the ice, 
found that there were fome Europeans at the en- 
trance of Nelfon-river, and informing the governor, 
he went and found fix Englifhmen almoft ftarved 
with hunger, who fubmitted to him, telling him 
they were left by a Boftoh fhip, which had been 
forced to fea. After this fome favages told him, 
that there were other Englifhmen fixed feven 
leagues up Nelfon-river, upon which he went one 
feafting night, when they had been drinking freely, 
and furprized and took eighty, tho’ he had but 
fourteen with him. The following year he left his 
fon Chouart, with five men, to keep the fort, 


-and returned to Canada: but being difgufted at his 
employers, 
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employers, who had charged him with concealing 
part of his cargey he fent his brother-in-law, Rat- 
tiffon, into France to complain ; but his remon- 
ftances not being regarded, he reconciled himfelf 
to the Englifh, and went to England, from 
whence he returned to the Bay, to relieve his 
nephew; and give up the poffeffion. 

Monsieur De la Poterie fays, that De Groife- 
leiz and Rattiffon having formed a fcheme to 
poffefs Hudfon’s-Bay, went to Bofton, and from 
thence to London; and afterwards, by the aid of 
the Englifh Company, erected factories on Ru- 
pert’s, Moofe, and Albany rivers. By the time that 
this was known in France, and Mr. Colbert was 
fent to Defcheneau, intendant of Canada, in May 
1678, to conteft the poffeffion with the Enelith; 
De Groifeleiz and Rattiffon had repented of the 
expedition, and having obtained their pardon from 
the French court, returned to Canada, where the 
French formed a Company for the Bay, and fitted 
out two {mall veffels under their command, wha 
went to St. Therefa river, and built a little fort: a 
veffel from Bofton came three days after with ten 
men, which they received as friends, permitting 
them to go to Bourbon, or Nelfon-river; and 
four days after that a fhip arrived from London, 
the crew of whom offering to land, were oppofed 
by the fort, and in the conteft, the ice cutting 
the cables, the fhip was loft with fourteen of the 
men; the reft implored the fuccour of the fort, — 
which they in pity granted, and gave them a bark 
to carry them to the bottom of the Bay. De 
Groifeleiz and Rattiffon, leaving eight men in the 
fort, took the interlopers to Quebec, who were re- 
leafed by the governor; and they being difgufted 
with their affociates returned to France, when 
lord Prefton was there embaffador from England, 
who engaged Rattiflon to go again to London, and 

give 
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give up the fort his nephew Chouart commanded 
to the Englifh Company, which he accordingly 
did. At the fame time the French Company had 
fent from Canada two little fhips under Montignie, 
who when he came to St. Therefa, was furpized 
to find it in pofleffion of the Englifh; he was 
therefore obliged to winter in a little river near it 
called Gargouffe, and return next year with a 
bad trade to Quebec. The Company having fuf- 
fered the lofs of 100,000 livres, petitioned the 
French King to redrefs them, who on the 2oth of 
May 1684, gave them St. Therefa, or Hayes’s- 
fiver, in property. Which of thefe three accounts 
Is genuine, is left to the reader to determine. 

In this period of time the Englifh Company 
fent captain John Abraham with flores, who find- 
ing Bridgar gone, ftayed there, and was made 
governor in 1684. In 1683 governor Nixon was 
recalled, and Henry Sargeant was made governor 
of Albany: they then had a factory on Hayes’s- 
ifland, near Moofe-river, and had found a river 
on the eaft main, which they called Ifon-glafs- 
river, where they alfo fixed a factory, expecting 
great riches from a mine they had difcovered, but 
it turned to no account. In 1685 they had five 
factories, Albany, Hayes, Rupert, Nelfon, and 
Severn, and were in a flourifhing conditfon; but 
in 1686, the chevalier De Troyes in time of peace, 
went from Canada by Jand, and took Rupert’s, 
Hayes’s, and Albany factories ; at which time Tho- 
mas Phipps was made governor at Nelfon-river. 
Monfieur D’Iberville in 1690 attempted to take 
York fort, when Geyer was governor, but failed 
of fuccefs; however he obliged the Englifh to de- 
fert New-Severn factory. In 1693, the Company, 
by the affiftance of the Crown, retook Albany, 
Moofe, and Rupert factories, and Knight was ap- 


pointed governor of Albany. In 1694 the French 
again 
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again recovered them; but in 1695, by the affif. 
tance of two of the King’s fhips, the Bonaventure 
and Seaford, they were again recovered from the 
French, and Knight again reftored to his govern- 
ment. Inthe year 1694, when Geyer was ftill 
governor, D’Iberville took York-fort: he fet fail 
with two fhips the Poli and Charente, carrying with 
him 120 men from Canada: he arrived at the fort 
the 24th of September, and took it the 14th of 
October, and wintered there, leaving Mr. Foreft 
governor, the.2oth of July 1695. The next year, 
1696, it was retaken by the Englifh, with four 
Ships, and the garrifon carried prifoners to Eng- 
land, among whom was Monfieur Jeremie, where 
they remained four months. After their return to 
France, a fquadron of five fhips was fitted out, 
eonfifting of the Pelican of 50 guns, the Palmier 
of 40, the Wafp, the Profound, and the Violant: 
thefe were put under the command of D’Iberville, 
at Newfoundland; and in Hudf{on’s-ftraits were met 
by the Hampfhire, and two Hudfon’s-Bay fhips, 
the Deering and Hudfon’s-Bay, which De la Pote- 
rie fays were of 56, 36, and 32 guns. An engages 
ment enfued with the Profound, but without any 
effect, being feparated by the ice. Four of the 
French afterwards took fhelter in Danifh, or 
Churchill-river, the Palmier having loft her rud- 
der in hard weather; but the Pelican, commanded 
by Monfieur D’Iberville, arrived at the entrance of 
Hiayes’s-river the 3d of September, and next morn- 
ing the three Englifh fhips arrived. The Pelican 
had fent her fhallop on fhore, but weighed and 
fought the three fhips, and by fome unlucky acci- 
dent the Hampfhire overfet, upon which the two 
other fhips fteered off ; but he came up with, and 
took the Hudfon’s-Bay : all on board the Hamp- 
fhire perifhed, as the Pelican had no boat to relieve 
them. A ftorm fucceeding that night, the Peli- 
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can was driven afhore, and loft, with part of her 
crew; as was alfo the Hudfon’s-Bay : but D’Iber- 
ville, with the greater part of his crew, getting 
fate to fhore, upon the arrival of the other fhips 
from Danifh-river, befieged and took York-fort ; 
and after wintering, returned in the Profound: 
and as there was no timber upon the river fit 
to make a rudder for the Palmier, before his 
departure, he appointed Mr. Serigny governor, 
and Mr. Jeremie Leutenant, who was afterwards 
made governor in 1708 , the French poffeffing 
it from that time to the peace of Utrecht, when 
Jeremie delivered it up to the Company in 1714, 
Baily was governor, and Henry Kelfey deputy in 
1697, when York fort was taken by the French : 
fo that from that time to 1714, the Company had 
only Albany-fort, carrying on an inconfiderable 
trade, until they were reftored to York-fort by 
the treaty of Utrecht. 

Arrer they had regained the pofleffion of York 
fort, in the year 1718 they built a wooden fort 
at Churchill-river, which they called Prince 
of Wales’s fort; and in 1730 built another at 
Moofe-river; and about the fame time a {mall 
houfe, to contain eight or ten men, at Slude-river 
on the eaft main; and about eight or ten years ago 
Henley-houfe, 150 miles up Albany-river, for 
eight men, as a check to the Indians who carried 
on a trade with the French. 

THE merchants of Great-Britain, in the begin- 
ning of the year 1749, having petitioned the Houfe 
of Commons to enquire into the ftate and condi- 
tion of the trade and countries adjoining to Hud- 
fon’s-Bay, and the right the Hudfon’s-Bay Com- 
pany had by their charter to an exclufive trade, 
and alfo, in what manner the trade to that place 
might be beft extended and improved; the matter 
of the petition was referred to a Committee, who 
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required the Company to lay feveral books and 
papers before them, and particularly to inform 
them what encouragement they had given for the 
making difcoveries of the country up the rivers 
about the Bay, and what difcoveries had been 
made; as alfo what fhips they had fent, and en- 
couragement given, for finding out q paflage to 
the weftern and fouthern American ocean. In 
compliance with this, the Company produced fe- 
veral copies of paragraphs of letters and inftruc, 
tions, to fhew what they had done fince the grant 
ef their charter, as well by fea as by land, in order 
to difcover the north-weft paffage, which they faid 
was all the fteps they had taken for making the 
difcovery ; to which copies they referred. 

In order to ftate the conduct of the Company 
from the beginning, and fhew the fpirit that has 
prevailed among them at different periods for pro- 
moting trade and difcoveries by fea and land, I 
fhall take notice of their papers in the order of 
time, and not according to their own numerical] 
difpofition obferved in the lift prefixed to the 
report. 

Tue Company’s firft inftruction is to governor. 
Bayly, dated May 9, 1676, N°. XXVII. At 
this time, which was foon after the grant of their 
charter, the Company was in good hands; the 
noblemen and gentlemen of fortune, who had pro- 
cured the charter, and promoted the trade to the 
Bay, ftill continued proprietors, and were con- 
fulted in the management, which was made fub- 
fervient to the national intereft as well as their own. 

‘Tue paragraph of the letter referred to ftands 
thus: You are to ufe your utmoft diligence to make 
difcoveries, both of the coaft and country, of mines, 
and of all forts of commodities which the country doth 
produce; giving us notice thereof, and of all the dif- 
covtries you fhall make, by the fixft opportunity. The 
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anfwer from Charles Bayly, dated September 
1678, is as follows: William Bond, Thomas 
Moon, and George Geyer, have been with me new 
abcut fix years in a conftant difcovery of thefe parts ; 
yea, in very dangerous places, where I am fure no 


jiranger, yet come into the country, is capable of go- 


ing to the faid places, without much danger and pe- 
vil, notwithftanding the beft directions, I am capable of 
giving them; and I will affure your honours, that any 
one mifcarriage in fuch a cafe, will prove very difad- 
vantageous to your intereft. ‘Tho’ the above cited 
inftructions were very good, and probably fome 
ufeful difcoveries had been made along the fea 
coaft at the bottom of the Bay, yet the Company 
did not produce any particulars of fuch difcoveries; 
and indeed as no factories were eftablifhed but Ru- 


pert’s, they being only preparing to fix at Moofe 


and Albany, very few ufeful difcoveries could be 
made within land at that time, except fuch as re- 
Jated to the foil and climate, when the Nodways 
were their enemies upon the eaft-main, and the 
French were fpiriting up the favages near Canada 
againft them in that corner of the Bay. 

THE next article produced, is a paragraph of a 
letter to John Bridgar, upon appointing him go- 
vernor at Fort Nelfon, dated May 15, 1682; 
wherein after faying, that on account of his abi- 
lities they had thought fit to chufe him to make a 
fettlement in Fort Nelfon-river, they add; Jn the 
Sirft place, upon your arrival there, you are, with the 
advice of captain Gillam, to chufe out the moft con- 
venient place for building a houfe and fort, for your 
fafety and accommodation ; which when you have well 
done, you are to ufe your diligence to penetrate into the 
country, to make what difcoveries you can; and to 
get an acquaintance and commerce with the Indians 
thereabouts, which we hope in time may turn to ace 
count, and anfwer the great charge we shall and i 
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be at in making this fettlement. But Bridgar was taken 
prifoner by the F rench under De Groifeleiz, and 
carried away with Gillam therefore nothing could 
then be done towards making difcoveries, 
Tue next paragraph produced (for the Com- 
pany would not truft the Committee with whole 
letters, for fear of difcovering the fecrets of their 
management) is addreffed to Henry Sargeant, 
whom they had appointed governor of Albany, 
then their prime factory, dated April 27th, 1683. 
You are to chufe out from amongft our fervants fuch as 
are beft qualified with ftrength of body, and the coun- 
iry language, to travel and to penetrate into the country, 
to draw down the Indians by fair and gentle means to 
trade with us. The Company had not yet given 
themfelves up to felfifh views : prerogative alfo ran 
high at this time, exclufive monopolies were not 
enquired into, and the charter was deemed a fufh- 
cient title to their trade ; they could therefore fafely. 
venture to encourage their fervants.to learn the 
feveral Indian languages, and to. cultivate an ac¢- 
quaintance, and make friendfhips with the people. 
But this policy has been exploded fince the peace 
of Utrecht; the Indian tongue being now con- 
fined to an interpreter, and all familiarity and 
intercourfe with the natives forbidden, under the 
penalty of forfeiture of wages; and bodily correc- 
tion. Mr. Sargeant anfwers this from Charleton- 
ifland, 13th of September, 1683, that ifland be- 
ing the place then appointed for the rendezvous of 
their fhips and trade: J /hall not be negleétful as 
foon as 1 find any man capable and willing for to feud 
up the country with the Indians, to endeavour to pene- 
trate into what the country will and may produce, 
and in doing their utmoft in bringing down the Indians 
to cur fatiory., but your honours fhould give good 
encouragement to thofe who undertake fuck extraor- 
. dinary 
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dinary fervice, or elfe I fear there will bé but few 
that will embrace [uch employment. 
_ Tue next abftract is to Mr.: Sargeant, dated 
May 22, 1685, twenty months after the receipt of 
his. We perceive our fervants are unwilling to travel 
up into the country by reafon of danger, and want 
of encouragement. The danger we judge is ‘not more 
now than-formerly, and for their encouragement we 
foall plentifully reward them, when we find they de- 
ferve it, by bringing down Indians to our fattories, of 
whith you may afjure them. And then they name four: 
perfons whom they think qualified to go up into 
the country. Sargeant anfwers this from Charleton-: 
iland, Auguft 24, 1685. Mr. Sandford does not 
accept the terms your honours propofe, but rather chujes 
to go home: neither be, nor any of your fervants, will 
travel up the country, altho your honours have greatly 
defired it, and I preffed 1t upon thofe propofals you have 
hinted. At this time the French in Canada had re- 
ceived orders from France to difpoffefs us of our 
factories in the Bay, which they were preparing to 
effect. But for the four or five preceding years 
they had been paving the way to this, by gaining 
over the Indians, and promoting divifions betwixt 
them and the Englifh: this was fufficient to deter 
the fervants from travelling up the country, where 
they would endanger their lives without any prof- 
pect of advantage, but what depended upon - bare 
promifes of rewarding them when they brought 
down Indians to trade. But confidering. the little 
chance there was for this, and that they were not 
permitted to trade upon their own account, the en- 
couragement propofed was not equivalent to the ha- 
zard. Yet how different are thefe inftructions from 
thofe which the policy of the Company has induced 
them to ifftie fince. Then their fervants were in- 
vited, prefied, and encouraged to go up the rivers 
into the inland country, in order: to. make difco- 
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veries, eftablifh a friendfhip with the Indians, and 
bring them down to trade with us. But now if 4 
fervant betrays the leaft inclination to do this, he is 
difcouraged, ill treated, and often fent home asa 
dangerous man, more bufy and inquifitive than is 
conliftent with the intereft of the Company, and of 
their governors in the Bay. The year following, 
1686, the French took all our factories at the bot- 
tom of the Bay, and kept them till 1693, when 
they were retaken by the Englifh, who loft them 
again in 1694, and recovered them a fecond time 
in 1695: in this interval the Company held no- 
thing but York-fort and New-Severn, to which 
two factories only they could fend inftructions, till 
they were difpoffeffed by D’Iberville of New-Se- 
vern in 1690, and of York-fort in 1694. 

Tue next paragraph produced by the Company 
is addreffed to governor Geyer and Council at Port 
Nelfon, 2d of June 1688. We direct that the boy, 
Henry Kelfey, be fent to Churchill-river, with Tho- 
mas Savage ; becaufe we are informed he is a very 
abtive lad, delighting much in Indians company, being 
never better pleafed than when he is travelling among ft 
them, neverthelefs would not have him too foon truft- 
ed amongft thofe unknown natives, without a pledge 
from the Indians , cautioning our men likewife that 
they be not too fecure when they fhall come toa treaty 
with any number of thefe people, who have a diftin- 
guifbing charatier of being more treacherous than any 
other Indians in the country. It does not appear 
that this, was executed. Nelfon-factory had been 
only fixed in 1684, after Bridgar was carried off, 
and Chouart had given it up to the Company ; 
and Churchill or Danifh-river was not then fettled : 
how it came therefore by the name of Churchill- 
river is only to be guefied at, as Lord Churchill 
in 1688 had made no great figuré, tho’ he and his 
fifter were favourites with King James: However; 

as 
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ds the Cornpany have produced no anfwer té this 

letter, I fhall drop all farther obfervation upon it. 
THEIR next inftruction is alfo to governor Geyer 
and Council at Port Nelfon, dated 22d of May, 
1690. If any two or three of our fervants fball 
foew their forwardne/s to go upon new difcoveries, we 
vequire you to encourage the undertaking, and upon their 
good fuccefs, to allow them fuch advance of wages 
or gratuity for their pains, as you in your difcretion 
fball find convenient; which we will, upon your 
intimation of it to us; allow and approve of. ‘Tho’ 
the Company yet kept up the fpirit for making dif- 
coveries, it is to be obferved, that the encourage. 
ment which they here propofe is very trifling; no- 
thing was to be given the men before they went, 
and nothing when they returned, unlefs they were 
fuccefsful, and then it was left in the power of the 
governor. Geyer anfwers this letter trom York- 
fort the 8th of September, the fame year 1690, 
immediately after he received it. This fummer 
I fent up Henry Kelley (who chearfully undertook 
the journey) up into the country of the Affine-poets, 
with the captain of that nation, to call, encourage, 
and invite the remoter Indians to a trade with us, 
and am in great hopes of a plentiful increafe of trade 
from that nation. By the Company’s letter in 
1688, only two years before, Kelfey was then 
deéméd but a boy, and ordered to be fent to 
Churchill, which was not complied with, though 
without any reafon given for that neglect by the 
governor, or for his fending him a quite contrary 
way without orders from the Company. In two 
yéars, howéver, he could not be much altered from’ 
a boy; and thérefore, as I fhall afterwards have 
occafion to take particular notice of Kelfey’s jour- 
nal, I fhall only now obferve, that the account of 
his firft going, as handed down by the Company’s 
b 2 fervants 
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fervants in the Bay ever fince, is moft probably 
the truth; namely, that Geyer did not fend him 
up, but that having feverely corrected him for 
fome mifbehaviour, the boy refented it, and being 
very intimate with the Indians, took the opportu- 
nity of running away along with them: {o that 
Geyer, finding the Company dcfirous of fending 
up upon difcoveries, made a merit of Kelfey’s go- 
ing up; faying that be had fent him up, before he 
received their orders : and this will be farther con- 
firmed from the other letters and the anfwers about 
it, and from Kelfey’s journal. The Company in their 
anfwer to this, dated the 21ft of May 1691 to 
Geyer and Council, fay, Ave glad you prevailed with 
Henty Kelfey to undertake a journey with the Indians 
to thofe remote parts, hoping the encouragement you 
bave given him, in the advance of bis falary, will in- 
fligate other young men in the factory to follow bis 
example. “The Company we fee ftill keep up the 
{pirit of difcovering the inland countries. Geyer 
anfwers this from York-fort, the rath of Sep- 
tember 1691. J bave received a letter from Henry 
Kelley, the young man I fent up laft year with the 
Affine-poets, which gives me to underfiand that the 
Indians are continually at war within land, but have 
promised to get what beaver they can againft next year ; 
others not before the next fummer come twelvemonths, 
when they promife to come down, but Kelfey I have 
ordered to return next year, with as many Indians as 
be can, that being informed of the humour and nature 
of thefe firange people, I may know the better how 
to smanage them at their arrival. TI have ‘fent the 
fad young man a new commiffion, and neceflary in- 
Siruttions, with a fupply of thofe things he wrote 
for, that be might the better accomplifh the end I Sent 
Lim for, avd gave him charge to fearch diligently for 
mines, minerals, or drugs of what kind foever, anil to 
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bring famples of them down with him, and for other 
young men qualified to undertake fuch a journey, when 
I fee their willingnefs, and find it convenient, I will 
not fail to give them by his example all fuitable en- 
couragement. 
GEYER again writes from York-fort September 
g, 1692. Henry Kelley came down with a good 
fleet of Indians, and hath travelled and endeavoured 
to keep the peace among them according to my orders. 
The Company anfwer the 37th of ener Gos, 
We are glad that Henry Kelfey y fafe returned, and 
brought a good flect of Indians down with him, and 
hope he has effetted that which he was fent about, in 
keeping the Indians from warring one with another, 
that they may have more time to loor ee their trade, 
and bring a larger quantity of furs and other trade 
with them to the afl ‘y 3 which you alfo may diffuade 
them from, when they are with you, by telling them what 
advantages they may make, that the more furs they 
bring, the more goods they will be able to purchafe of 
us, which will enable them to live more comfortably, 
and keep them from want in time of fearcity ; and 
that you inculcate into them betier morals, than they 
yet underftand , that it doth advantage them nothing 
to kill and deftroy one another , that thereby they may 
fo weaken themfelves, that the wild ravenous beafts 
may grow too numerous for them, and deftrey thofe 
that furvive ; befides, if fair means will not prevail, 
you may tell them, if they war and deftroy one another, 
thofe that are the occafion of tt, whoever they are, 
you will not fell them any more guns, powder, or fbot, 
which will expofe them to their enemies, who will 
have the mafter of them, and quite deftroy them from 
the earth, them and their wives and children, which 
mut work fome terror in them, and that you are fent 
thither to make peace amongft them, and that on the 
other fide, if they do live peaceably and quictly without 
war, you will let them have any thing you have for 
Db 3 their 
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their fupport, and be kind to them all, and fupply 
them with all neceffaries, let their number be ever fo 
great. Thefe and other arguments you may ufe to 
them, as they occuy to your mind and memory. 

Tuis letter is written with a truly chriflian and 
Britith {pirit. But there was no opportunity for 
executing thefe generous purpofes till after the 
peace of "Utrecht: the French having taken York- 
tort the following year, and kept poffeffion of it 
for above twenty years together, except the year 
1695. In the mean time, as the Company had only 
Albany-fatory, and were furrounded on every 
ficle by the French, their trade declined very 
much; and the chief among them, defpairing of 
ever feeing their affairs in 2 flourithing condition 
again, left the management to a kind of unchange- 
able Committee, who introduced a new policy, 
and acted upon maxims entirely felfifh. | 

T sHazpr now confider Kelfey’s journal; but 
before I abftract it, I cannot but take notice that 
the Company in the title of N°. XXVIII, calle 
a journel of Henry Kelfey in the years 1691 and 
1692, sent by the Fudign’s-Bay Company to make 
difcoveries, aid increafe their trade inland from the 
Bay 5 and in N°. XXVIH, 4 journal of @ voyage 
end journey undertaken by Henry Kelley to difcover 
and endeavour to bring toa commerce the Naywa- 
tamee-Poets 16913; and then immediately fub- 
join, A journal of a voyage and journey undertaken 
by Henry Kelfey, through Wer 5 aff iftance, to difcover 
ard bring to @ commerce the Nay watamee- Poets. 
DupLicare. 

Tue date in N°. XXVIII is July 5, 1691; and 
in what is called Dupricare, July 155 1692 : 
yet the journals are exactly alike, excepting only 
a few trifling variations in the expreftion, chiefly 
in the firft paragraphs, and the addrefs at the end; 
the firft concluding, Sir, Iremain your moft obedient 
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and faithful fervant, as if directed to the gover- 
nor; and the fecond, J reff, honourable mafters, 
your moft obedient, and faithful fervant, at command, 
as to the Company. But the Company, furely, 
could not hope that the Committee would read 
only the titles of the papers that were laid before 
them, and fo take it for granted that Kelfey had 
made two journals ; one in 1691 in compliance 
with the governor, and the other in 1692 in obe- 
dience to the Company. It is alfo to be obferved, 
that at the time the Company gave orders that 
two or three of their fervants fhould be fent up to 
make difcoveries, the bill for an aét to confirm 
their charter was before the Commons, which 

confirmation they expected would be perpetual. 
GEYER fays, be ton Kelley up with the Affine- 
poets, 7 1690, along with their captain, to encou- 
rage and invite the remote Indians to trade with 
them; yet by Kelfey’s journal he had not attempted 
this till a year after he firft fet out, beginning 
only the 5th of July 1691, after the governor had 
fent him, as he himfelf fays, fre/h injiructions and 
a new commiffion, and had fupplied him with proper 
prejents to make to the Naywatamee-Poets. ‘Vhe fub- 
{tance of his journal is, that he got his fupplies the 
5th of Fuly 16915 fent the Stene-Indians ten days 
before him and fet out from Deering’s-point (where 
the Indians always affemble when they go down to 
trade) 40 feek the Stone-Indians, and after overtaking 
them, travelled with them and Nayhaythaway-In- 
dians, to the country of the Naywatamee-Poets, and 
cas fifty-nine days in his journey, including the reft- 
ing days. He went firft by water feventy-one miles 
from Deering’s-point, aud then laid up his canoes, 
aid went by land three hundred and fixteen mules 
through a woody country ; and then forty-fix through 
4 plain open country, having only feen one river in 
his journey, foallow, but a hundred yards over 5 and 
"wie afler 
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after croffing ponds, woods, and champain lands, for 
eighty-one miles more, which abounded with buffaloes 
and beavers, be returned back fifty-four miles, where, 
he met the Naywatamee-Poets, and made the proper 
prefents to their chief, telling him, that be came ta 
make peace bei:wixt him and the Nayhaythaway-In- 
cians aud Stone-Indians, aud to invite them to come 
to the factory with their furs, which be promifed ta 
comply with next [pring, and to meet him at Deer- 
ing’s- point , d#t be did not come, becaufe the Nay- 
haythaway-ZIndians bad killed three of wis people in the 
winter, and be was afraid they would have intercepted 
him on his return home, however be promifed to go 
flown the following year ; adding, that the beaver in 
their country are innumerable, and would cer tainly 
come down every year. 

Accorpinc to this journal, Kelfey did not go by 
land and water above five hundred Englifh miles 
in two months; and as it does not appear that 
he had any compafs with him to know upon what 
point he travelled, he probably did not go in all 
a hundred and twenty leagues in a ftrait line from 
Deering’s-point, and perhaps much lefs; for if 
Kelfey only computed thefe miles he would take 
care not to make them leis than they were. By this 
we may judge of the Indians rate of travelling, 
which including their days of reft, can very little 
exceed cight miles a day: Kelicy did not travel 
more than five hundred miles in 59 days, and yet 
in all that time he had but three days rain, and no 
fnow, froft, or fleet, before the 12th of September, 
when he clofed his journal. But to return : if 
Kelfey was fent in 686 by the governor to make 
difcoveries and obfervations, it is very ftrange, that 
he kept no journal of this expedition : but he did 
not even think of beginning a journal till after he 
got his fupplies and new commiffion in July 1691; 
nor fromthe 12th of Septemoer 1691 to June 
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1692, when he returned with a fleet of Indians, did 
he keep any journal, or make any obfervations that 
we know of, but what are in the journal of his 
two months expedition in 1691. We mutt there- 
fore admit the truth of the account handed down 
by the fervants in the Bay, that he was not fent by 
the governor, but ran away with the Indians upon 
being corrected; that when he wrote to the gover- 
nor for pardon and leave to return, telling him at 
the fame time, what fervice he could do among the 
Indians, upon giving them proper prefents, he had 
neither pen, ink, nor paper, but wrote with char- 
coal on a piece of birch-rind ; and that Geyer find- 
ing the Company defirous of making difcoveries 
upon the profpect of obtaining a perpetual confirm- 
ation of their charter, he in 1691 fent Kelfey in- 
{tructions, with goods to give in prefents, and 
paper pens andink to make obfervations, which 
Jafted him no longer than the rath of September 
in the fame year: for if Kelfey continued his 
journal and obfervations down to September 1692, 
the time of his return to the fort, we mutt con- 
clude that the Company have thought proper to 
fupprefs them, left the making public fuch authen- 
tic teftimonies of a temperate climate, fertile foil, 
and a trade capable of vaft extenfion, fhould bring 
too fevere a reproach upon the prefent manage- 
ment. 

Tere are only three letters more contained in 
N°. X XVII relative to inland difcoveries after this 
period ; for the French being in poffeffion of York- 
tort till the conclufion of the peace at Utrecht, the 
Company could only fend inftructions to Albany. 
The firft is to John Fullerton at Albany-fort, dated 
fo Jate as the 26th of May, 1708. We order you fo 
foon as it has pleafed God that you are arrived fafe in 
the country to fend word amongft the natives, to give 
them notice that you.are there with a confiderable 
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cargo of goads of all forts for their fupply, and to 
encourage them to come with their commodities as much 
as you can to trade with you. The fecond is to 
captain Anthony Beal, at Albany-fort, dated the 
zgth of May 1711, containing the very fame words, 
which need not be repeated. I fhall only obferve 
here, that if orders to inform the natives that they 
had goods at the factories to trade with them, can 
be taken for orders to make difcoveries, the 
Company may pafs what they pleafe upon the 
Public. 

Tue third and laft letter about inland-difcove- 
ries, as it is dated but thirty-three years ago, may 
be allowed to be written by the prefent Commit- 
tee of the Company, if it can be of any fervice to 
them: it is direéted toMr. Richard Stanton, or chief, 
at Prince of Wales’s-fort, 4th of June, 1719. You 
having one Richard Norton our apprentice under 
your command, whom we are informed by captain 
Knight has endured great hard/bip in travelling with 
the Indians, and has been very atiive and .dil:gent in 
endeavouring to make peace amongft them, we being 
always defirous to encourage diligent and faithful fer- 
vants, upon application of bis mother in kis behalf, 
have ordered him a gratuity of fifteen pounds. What 
proof of inland-difcoveries this letter could afford 
the Committee, I cannot comprehend. If Norton 
made any upon his being fent by Knight to the 
northward, to inform the natives that there were 
eoods at Churchill-river to trade with them, or to 
learn from the northern Indians whereabout the 
copper mine was, (as is mentioned in captain Car- 
ruthers’s evidence, which I fhall hereafter confider, 
he being the perfon who carried him to Churchill, 
and put him into a canoe with two northern In- 
dians to difcover to the northward ;) he either kept 
no journal of fuch difcoveries, or the Company 
they have concealed it from the Committee : it 

appears 
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appears however by Brown’s evidence, that Nor- 
ton owned to him that he was at the copper mine. 
After this trifle of a letter they only fay, What 
farther relates to the difcoveries inland is contained in 
the papers already delivered in to the Committee, pur- 
fuant to their order, concerning Richard Norton. 
Since which time 1s bas been cuftomary for the chief 
fatiors to give prefents to the leading Indians, to in- 
vite the far diftant natives down to trade at the fac- 
tories, and to make peace amongft any of the Indians 
they fhall find at enmity. 

Here isa plain declaration, that fince the year 
1719 they have never taken the leaft ftep towards 
making inland difcoveries,; nor does their care, or 
their judgment, at leaft, about the means of im- 
proving their trade, appear from hence in a more 
advantageous light: the making prefents to the 
leading Indians, who come to the factory, is rather 
calculated to keep the diftant Indians away ; for it 
is evidently the intereft of thefe people to keep the 
trade to themfelves, and not divide it with others 
perhaps their enemies, to whom they are rendered 
luperior by the arms and ammunition which they 
procure from the Company. 

Tue papers referred to about Norton are the let- 
ters in N°. XX VI, confifting of five from Norton 
to the Company from 1724 to1741, and of fix from 
the Company to him, all relative to the trade at 
Churchill and to the northward. The firft letter 
in 1724, and the anfwer 1725, are about 4 leading 
upland Indian, who brought a {trange Indian fo the 
fattory,telling them he had fupphed him with tobacco and 
gocds to carry him home again, upon which Norton 
fupplied the \eading Indian with other goods to carry 
hint home. Norton adds, That he returned the fol- 
lowing year, and upon being afked after the ftrange 
Indian, he faid, be bad beard nothing of him, and 
awas afraid that in returning to bis own country he 
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had fallen into the hands of bis enemies and was de- 
fireyed. But it is more probable, that this leading 
Tndian either killed him himfelf to get his own 
goods back again, or, as he had gained his point 
by procuring goods trom Norton upon his ac- 
count, perfuaded him to come no more. Norton’s 
next letterain 17929, .and the. antwer 1m 1727 ane 
nothing to the purpole, he only fetting forth pis fer- 
vices, and they acknowledging them. In the Com- 
pany’s letter to him in May 1738, they defire him 
to encourage the Northern-Indians azd Efkimaux 
in order to get oil and whale-bone, and to fend over 
deer, elk, and moofe fins ; which he anfwers in 
Auguft, faying, That be will fend what deer and elk 
frins be cai, and promote the other trade, but com- 
plains that few {ndians came that year, as thofe wha 
came the preceding year were fo near perifbing with 
hunger in the winter, that they were obliged to eat 
Lbeir decr-/Rins. 

In 1739, the Company repeat their orders about 
ihe northern trade, and order the floop to Whalecove 
to get fini aid oil, allowing one five per cent. upon 
the profit to the mafter, and another five per cent. to 
be divided among the crew. Vhis he anfwers by 
jaying, that be will fend the floop to the northward, 
and obferving, that ibey ought to have two years 
ftock oe ee forts. In 1740 they write, that shey 
are pleafed to fee fo good a cargo from him; that 
they hope bis iner eafed trade wont lefjen that at York- 
tort, «id that be bas fent the floop to the northward 
as before directed. Tie anfwers in Auguft 1740, 
that Le will endeavour not to leffen the trade at York- 
fort, 2ut propofes not to fend out the floop to the 
noribward next year, as well to enable them to expe- 
dite the building for their defence, as upon account of 
ihe Spanith war, and tke danger of a French war. 
This they anfwered the 23d of April 1741, ae- 
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knowledging the receipt of the floop’s journal, and 
that the trade was fmall, but might increafe if the 
Sloop went out earlier. They difapprove of bis laying 
the fisop .afide upon account of the war, contrary to 
their orders, being defirous of making new difcoveries, 
and improving the trade with the Indians that fre- 
quent thofe parts, and dire& him to fend over elks 
and deers horns. He anfwers in Auguft,. shat he 
will comply with their orders ti fending the Sloop ane 
nually to the northward. ‘Vhele are the important 
papers they refer to in farther proof of their en- 
couragement of trade and difcoveries. The lait 
letter about difcoveries in 1741 was plainly forced 
from them, upon captain Middleton’s being fent 
that yearin the Furnace-bomb upon the north- 
weft difcovery. 
_ I sway next extract from numbers XVI and 
XX, which relate to the fame fubject, confidering 
the papers in each according to the refpective dates. 
N°. XV1isentitled, Copies “of inftrubtions given by the 
Hudfon’s-Bay Company to their officers abroad, fo far 
as they relate to the difcovery of anorth-weit paflage. 
And N°. XX, Copies of orders given by the Hud- 
fon’s-Bay Company fo fundry perfons, fo far as they 
relate to the difcovery of a north-weft paflage. This 
Jaft is an abftract of their orders and inftructions 
to Knight, Barlow (or Berley) Vaughan, and o- 
thers, “about the expedition to the northward, 
which feems to be very imperfect. 

To captain James Knight, 4th of June 1719, 
Upon the experience we have bad of your ability and 
conduct in the management of our affairs, we bave 
upon your application to us, fitted out the Albany 
Frigate, captain George Berley, and the Difcovery, 
captain David Vaughan commander, upow a difco- 
very to the nor thward ; and to that end have given 
you power and authority to ati and do all sbings ve- 
lating to the faid voyage, (the navigation of tne faid 
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Soip and floop only excepted) and have given our faid 
two commanders orders and inftructions to that pirpofe. 
You are with the firft opportunity of wind and weather 
to depart from Gravelend, on your inténded voyage, 
by Goa’s permiffion, to find out the Straits of Anian, in 
order to difcover gold and other valuable comuiodities to 
the northward, &c. | 

To captain George Berley. 2d, You are aljo 
qwith the firft opportunity of wind and weather, to fail 
our foip Albany Frigate under your cotiimand, to what 
place captain James Knight fhall order you to fail to, 
that is to the northward and wefward of 64 deg. in 
Hudfon’s-Bay ; and to ufe your utmoft endeavours to 
keep company with the Difcovery, capiain David 
Vaughan, conimander ; but in cafe you fhould be fepa- 
rated from the Ditcovery by ftre/s of weather, or other- 
wife, in your outward-bound voyage, before you enter 
the flraits, then you are to make towards the ifland 
Refolution, and ply off thereabouts for ten days, unlefs 
you meet with him sooner, that you may proceed on your 
voyage together, and in all things during the whole term 
of this your intended voyage, (except the navigation part) 
jou are to obey and follow the directions and orders of 
captain James Knight, &c. | 

To captain David Vaughan. 2dly, You are alfo 
cvith the firft opportunity, 8c. (fame paragraph as to 
captain Berley} g3dly, But in cafe you have flaid ten 
days at the ifland Refolution, and do not meet with thé 
Albany i that time, you are then to proceed to the 
latitude 64. deg. north latitude, and from thence north- 
ward, to endeavour to find out the Straits of Anian; 
and, as oftén as conveniently you can, to fend your boats 
to the foore-fide, in order to find how high ibe tide 
vifes, and what point of the compas the flood comes 
from; and to make fuch difcoveries, and obtain all fuch 
trade as you can, &c. 

PrivaTE inftructions wot to be opened but in cafe 
of the death of captain James Knight. Firjft of all 
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eve order you to procecd upon your intended voyage to the 
latitude of 64 deg. and endeavour to find out the Straits 
of Anian, and to make what difcoveries you poffibly can, 
and to obtain all forts of trade and commerce for fuch com- 

modities as fball be for the Company’s advantage, &c. 
Berore I animadvert upon thefe inftructions it 
will be proper to recite fome other paragraphs of 
Jetters from N°. XVI, which, as they were written 
within two or three years of the time of the above 
voyage, may have fome connection with it ;_ parti- 
cularly the inftructions about Scroggs, who was fup- 
pofed to be fent to know what was become of the 
fhip and floop. The firft in that number is a para- 
sraph of a letter to captain Henry Kelfey and coun- 
cil at York-fort, June rft, 1720. We alfo order 
you to fend us copies of all thofe Journals that have 
been kept by yourfelf and others, and what difcoveries 
have been made in the voyages to the northward; aljo 
what number of people, and what fort you bave met 
with ; and what quantity of whales have been feen, or 
what other fort of fife are in thefe parts , likewife froin 
whence the flood comes, and from what point of the 
compass, and bow much the tides have flowed up and 
down. I muft here obfervé, that if Kelfey went 
upon the difcovery of a north-weft paffage, as the 
title of N°. XVI implies, he doubtlefs kept a jour- 
nal of the expedition, and obeyed the orders of the. 
Company to fend them a copy of his journal : but 
as the Company have thought proper not to lay 
any journal before the Committee, the evident con- 
clufion is, either that they have fecreted it, or that 
there never was a journal, nor any attempt made by 
Kelfey to find a paflagé. The next paragraph 1s 
directed to Kelféy, dated May 26, 1721, princi- 
pally relating to Scroggs, to whom they alfo ad- 
drefs a Jetter of the fame date in N°. XX, 1n which 
he is only ordered ¢o fail, and keep company with the 
other fhips till his arrival at York-fort, and to give up 
: bis 
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his cargo to governor Kelley, or to thoje be deputes, 
and to follow all. fuch orders as be fhall receive from 
him, or thofe deputed by bim. 

THE paragraph to Kelley fays, You acquaint us of 
your defign of wintering to the northward, We defire to 
know whether you mean at Churchill-river ; for we 
cannot approve of your wintering farther northward at 
the hazard of your life, and thofe wilh you, we appre- 
hending if you go any time in June, you may make as 
much difcovery, both of whales and other commodities, 
as if you wintered to the northward, and return by the 
latter end of Auguft. We have fent you this year a 
velfel called the Whalebone, John Scroggs, majfer, 
which we would bave fent upon difcovery next year, as 
foon as the feafon of the year will permit, if you can 
Spare ber to go to the northward upon difcovery ;. and let 
them make the beft of their way towards the latitude of 
66 and a half, Sir Thomas Roe’s Welcome, and not 
to ftop as thev go along to view the coaft ; and to make 
what difcovery they can coming back, but not to fiay to 
the northward beyond the 15th of Auguft, fo that fhe 
may be bisck by the beginning of September, we mean by 
the firft five days in September , and to deliver in their gour- 
nals to you at their return , with an account what whales 
and other extraordinaries they fee ; and not to fpend 
their timie amongft the Indians, dut to return to you 
in order to your perfecting the difcovery the year follow- 


ing. I prefume it was not Kelfey’s intention to win-. 


ter north of Churchill, but only to go to Churchill 
to winter; tho’ he would have run no greater rifk 
from the cold in wintering farther northward, than 
the French with Maupertuis did at Tarneo in the 
Bothnick gulph in 66 deg. The difcovery Kelfey 
was to go upon is here pointed out, namely bales 
and other commodities; and in the inftructions they 
fend to him to give Scroggs, they have nothing more 
in view. It had been always fuppofed, that they 
fent out Scroggs to enquire about the fhip and 
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flcop which were loft uncer Knight, &c: but by 
thefe inftructions it appears, that this was the 
leaft part of their care; tho’, had they fent out 
Knight willingly in fearch of a paflage, it may be 
-prefuumed that they would have becn as anxious 
tor his fafety as for Kelfey’s : but the cafe was 
guite the reverfe; Knight and Barlow went out 
contrary to their inclinations, and they thought 
themfelves amply recompenfed for the lofs of 
their fhips, by getting rid of thofe troublefome 
dif{coverers. | 
In their orders about Scroggs, they direct that 
be foall go to 66:30, @ degree and half beyond 
the Welcome, at firft puth without flopping, 
which is fomewhat extraordinary: but he is to 
make what difcovery he can in coming back, yet not 
to foend his time amongft the Indians, who were 
the only proper perfons to inform him of the coaft, 
inlets, and country: here alfo they point out 
what difcovery it was which Kelfey was to perfect 
next year, viz. Whales, and other extraerdinaries. 
Ir other inftructions had not been given be- 
fides thofe which are made public, the mafter’s 
journals would have correfponded with the Com- 
pany’s orders; but it appears from Scroges’s. 
journal, that fo far from failing to €6 deg. 30. 
min. he had no notion of going to 65 deg. to 
the Welcome; for which he even makes an apo- 
logy, alleging, that he was driven fo far to the 
northward in a fog by a hard gale at fouth: 
and ‘probably but for this friendly gale, which 
helped him to all the difcovery he made of the 
north-weft coaft, by forcing him into Whale- 
bone-bay near 65 deg. he would have gone no 
farther than Marble-ifland, where he faw the 
wreck: of the fhips with the Indians. The 
whole difcovery therefore that the Company 
c wanted 
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wanted fo the northward, was whales and fome 
other articles of trade. | 

Tein next fragment of a letter is directed to 
Richard Norton azd Council at prince of Wales’s- 
fort, rgth May, 1725. —~ And if you can by any 
means find out any difcovery or matter to northward, 
or elfewhere, for the Company's interefl or edventage, 
fail not to let us know every years with your remarks 
and opinion thereupon, and we fall make due im- 
provements thereof. — This new governor Norton 
having been with the northern Indians, as already 
mentioned, and on board of Scroges upon his dif= 
covery, was furely capable of informing the Com- 
pany of any difcoveries that were made; but if he 
gave them any information, in purfuance of this 
letter, or of prior directions, they have concealed 
it from the Committee, before whom it was their 
duty to lay, as well the proofs of their fervants 
having executed their orders, as the orders them- 
felves. 

Tuese are all the orders and inftructions that 
have been given by the Company for the difcovery 
of a north-weft pafflage to the weftern ocean of 
America, -and for other difcoveries to the north- 
ward, from the grant of their charter to the year 
1730, when they gave diretions to Norton and 
council at Churchill-river to fend out Napper and 
Crow upon that difcovery, at the folicitation of 
Mr. Dobbs, which I fhall recite and remark upon, 
after I have made fome obfervations upon Knight’s. 
inftructions and voyage. 

Tat we may have a comprehenfive view of 
this affair, } fhall firft give the fubftance of cap- 
tain Caruthers’s evidence, which principally relates 
to the voyage made by Knight. a 

Caprain Caruthers, who was the only per- 
fen produced in the Company’s defence with re- 
gard to the difcoveries they had made by fea 
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and land, after faying that be had quilted their 
fervice thirty-five years ago, and that it was his 
opinion that the navigation in the Bay was dan- 
kerous and troublefome,; adds that he believes 
no atiempts were made to find a north-weft paf- 
fage, while he was in the country; that he appre- 
hends there is no Juch paffage;, but if there is, it 
was impracticable to navigate it on account of the 
ace; and that the climate ten leagues within land in 
Hudi{on’s-Bay was net much warmer than at the 
fea-foore. But upon being crofs-examined, he 
owned, that the climate was warmer within land 
than near the fhore, and that the ice breaks much 
fooner up in the country than at the fea-fhore; for 
he bad feen the ice drive down the rivers before it 
broke at the mouth of thofe rivers. He fays far- 
ther, ¢hat Knight was governor of Nelfon- 
factory when he was there; that hte ufed the In- 
dians well, and was very inquifjtive with them a- 
bout a copper-mine worth of Churchill, which they 
defcribed fometimes as a gold-imine, fometimes as a 
copper-mine. That Knight was very earneft alfo 
about this difcovery, which was always his topics 
and he took all opportunities of making prefents to 
the natives and that he, the witnefs, carried Nor- 
ton, who was afterward governor, and two northern 
Indians to Churchill, where be put them in a canoe; 
and the purport of their voyage was to make dif- 
coveries, and encourage the Indians to come down 
to trade, and to bring copper-ore, that he does not 
recollet?, that he ever heard bow far it was to this 
mine, nor whether there was an eafy poffage to it 
by land, having never travelled by land alone, nor 
heard of any expedition of that kind, except that 
of Norton and the two Indians. It is evicent even 
from this witnefs on the Company’s behalf, that 
Knight had no intention to find the north-weft 
paflage; all his thoughtsand difcourfe were taken up 
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with eriguirine after the mine: and that’ the fags 
fitted our and loft with him were not {ent upon 
ciicovering any pafiage, except the paflage to 
this copper-mine, which the Company were pieafed 
ROME CEN MaNemmurmach Peck Wet i eitboes Als 

3ur to fhew more particularly the nature and 
defien of Knipht’s voyage, Jet us confider the 
orders and inftructions he received about it, al- 
ready cited. | 
Captain Kyicur had been many years in 
the Company’s fervice, and one of their gover- 
nors, being fent over to be governor of Nel- 
jon-factcry foon after the peace of  Utreche 
dhere was a Knight made governor of Albany- 
fort as early as 1693, who probably was the fame 
perfon, as this man was near 80 years old when he 
undertook the voyage in 171g. It was he 
however, who fixed the factory at Churchill- 
river, in or about the year 1718, and fent Nor- 
ton with Caruthers to Churchill upon the north- 
ern dicovery of the copper-mine, &c. By his 
friendly intercourfe with the northern Indians, he 
had obtained a pretty exact knowledge of the 
fituation of the mine, which he was confident 
he fhou:d find out, having been told that it lay 
upon a river near a navigable inlet or  ftrait, 
whither veffels could go from the Bay. Full 
of thefe expetations he came to England, to fo- 
icit the Company to fit out two veffels under 
his command, for the difcovery of thefe rich 
mines; but the Company, for private reafons, re- 
fufed to. comply, probably fearing that if rich 
mines were found out, or a navigable paflage to 
the American ocean difcovered, they fhould not 
be long in poffeffion of their invaluable mono- 
poly. 
_Kwicut, made more fanguine by an oppofi- 
tion which he could not expect, told them, that 
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they were obliged by their charter to make difcoveries 
and extend ther trade, and ae) to fearch 
for a north-weft paffage dy the ftraits of Anian 
to the fouth-fea,; but that if they would not fit 
out foips under him ard Barlow for the difcovery 
he\came about, he would apply to the crown, and 
get others to undertake it, and accordingly waited 
upon one of the fecretaries of ftate. When the 
Company perceived him fo refolute, and that his 
troublefome zeal, if left to itfelf, might actually 
bring on an enquiry into the legality of their char- 
ter, they thought it neceffary to comply, and 
fitted out the fhip and floop beforementioned. 
Knight was fo confident of fuccefs, that he had 
{trong chefts made, bound with iron, to hold 
the gold and copper-ore which he expected : his 
mind was full of this fingle difcovery; and it 
was only to engage the Company in 1t the more 
effectually, that he urged their obligations to find 
outa north-weft paflage. However, as he did 
make ufe of this argument, the Company could 
do no !efs in their inftructions, than mention the 
Straits of Anian, either as a paffage to the weit- 
ern ocean, or to the mines; but how flghtly 
they have done it, and how lame and imperfect 
their orders are, the reader may eafily perceive. 
Knight’s inftructions , aré to find the {traits of 
Anian, 42 order to difcover gold aud olker vaiu- 
able commodities to the cmon — Barlow is 
ordered to go where Knight feall fend bm, but is 
limited exprefly to the ae ward and aii of 
64 deg. in Hudfon’s-Bay. Why they obliged 
him not to fail to the fouthward of 64 deg. to 
difcover Anian,: which lay in near 50 dea. lat 
cannot be accounted for, unlefs it was to defeat 
the difcovery ; nor why wettward of 64 deg. lat 
in the Bay, when no longituce was mentions oat: 

this feems to be a Tree ; for I cannot furppofe 
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jt ignorance. Vaughan’s inftructions are the 
fame, if they kept together, but in cafe of fepa- 
ration, he was ordered to proceed to 64 deg. and 
from thence northerly, to find out Anian: but 
can any inftructions be more abfurd, to confine 
him to go from €4 deg. northward, to find a ftrait 
which lay fouth-weft? The inftrudtions, in cafe 
of Knight’s death, were the fame, to fail to 64 
deg. It is evident therefore, that the Company 
had no intention to find out Anian, or a paflage 
to the weftern American ocean, but only to de- 
feat Knight’s fcheme; and Anian was thrown in- 
to their inftructions for a plaufible pretence: and 
indeed from fuch trifling paragraphs as were pro- 
duced before the Committee, it appears plainly, 
that they made known only thofe things that 
fet their conduct in a favourable light; for they 
were fenfible that their original books and papers 
would have opened a very different fcene, and 
difproved the falfe reprefentations they have given 
of the country, climate, and trade of Hudfon’s- 
Bay. 
How far they were difeufted at this voyage, ap- 
ears from their not interefting themfelves in the 
fafety of the Ships and their crews, having never 
fent to enquire after them. When Kelfey only 
propofed to winter to the northward (as they 
thought) of Churchill, they were exceedingly anx- 
lous for him and his people; but poor Knight, 
who they acknowledge had long ferved them faithful- 
ly, and whom they would have it believed they 
had themfelyes fent out upon a very advantageous 
difcovery, he was not worth their care: if they 
had felt the Jeaft regard for him and his people, 
they would have ordered the governor of Churchill 
to enquire of the northern Indians about 
their fhips, or have ordered out a floop in 
fearch of them: but they did neither; and fuch 
cruel 
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cruel negligence is not very reconcileable with an 
approbation of his. voyage.— At firft indeed it 
was fuppofed that Scroggs had been fent north- 
ward to enquire after them; but, upon producing 
their inftructions to Scroggs, nothing like this 
appeared. 

Tue laft and only fpecious pretence of an at- 
tempt to difcover the north-weft paffage, was their 
fending Napper and Crow to the northward, in 
1737, at the folicitation of Mr. Dobbs: and the in- 
ftructions they gave for this purpofe were pro- 
duced before the Committee, confifting of a Jetter to 
Norton in N°. XVI, wherein they gave him in- 
{tructions to fend them ; and of a paper in N°. XX, 
which contains the inftruétions drawn up for them 
by Norton, by the Company’s order: but as the 
inftructions are long, I fhail only extract the mate- 
rial part of them. 

To Mr. Norton af prince of Wales’s-fort, 6th 
of May, 1736. We do hereby order, upon the arrival of 
captain Spurrel and captain Coates at Churchill-river, 
this year, which may probably be in July, 1736, 
that you fit out the Churchill-floop, ‘ James Napper 
mafter, aud, the Mufquath-Noop, with al! expedition 
for the fea, the one to carry twelve failors, and the 
other fix, abfo to take three or four bome Indians, and 
to fail direfily as far as Sir T. Roe’s Welcome, to 
find out a proper Bay or barbour to lie fecure in, and 
trade with the Indians; alfo to pitch a tent on the 
land, and make obfervations how far diflant from 
trees, and what the foil is, and to endeavour to promote 
a trade, by perfuading the Indians to kill whales, fea~ 
borfes, and feals, for wheale-finn, wory, feal-fkins 
and oil, in the beft manner they can, ufing them 
very civilly ; and to acquaint them that the floop wilt 
return the next opening of the ice, tothe fame bay or 
harbour, &c. We likewife order, that the two 
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floops be fitted out with all proper neceffaries, and the 
fame number of men, early the next pring, which may be 
the beginning of July, 1737, or fooner, and that they 
be direfied to fail clofe along the weftern fhore, trading 
with the Indians as far as the Welcome, and pitch a 
tent on faid land, and ftay there trading “witb tbe ee 
dians, and digging in fearch of mines, and to 0 obferve and 
view the land, until the foip foall cal! on you which 
goes out of England next year, which we propofe to 
give aireiions to the commanders fo to do, and imay 
poffibly arrive 24th July, 1737; and in cafe fhe 
OYViVE, Vou di to fail with them as far to the north- 
ward as polfible, ana endeavour ta make what dif- 
coveries you can, and keep a particular account of 
every tranfaclion that feall happen, but if the foip 
don’t come before 2oth Auguit, 1737, you are to 
returr to Churchill-river. — Jt is our order tbat the 
mafiers be very particular and exaét in founding, 
raking an account of the current of the tide, the rife 
and fall at ebb and high water, and the d:ftance 
of the time of jrced, and enter them tn proper jour- 
nals to be delivered to the sil of the fattory, to 
be tranfmittea to us. eee ave entertained Rodert 
Crow for two years, and appoint him majter of the 
Mulfquafh-floop to proceed om the difcovery, in com- 
pany with ee end wn cafe of Napper’s death, 
we appoint Mr. Light to be majler of the Churclall 
floop, and to prececd on the voyage. “Thefe inftruc- 
tions were fent fo Norton ; out of which he forms 
inftructions for Napper and Crow. Orders and 
infiruflions to Mr. James Napper on his voyage 
upon difcovery to the northward in Wudfon’s-Bay. 
You are to take the firft opportunity to Jail to the 
northward in Huslfon’s- Bay upon difcovery, in company 
with Crow, whofe company yeu are to keep as long 
as you san do it with fofety , bis floop being of lefs 
draught of water, is fitte/t to make free with the 
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fore, among iflands or in bays, 9c. inorder to difcover 
harbours of fafety for fhipping, or any thing elfe that 
may tind to the intereft of the Company. You are to 
fait clofe along the weftern fhore, making difcovery 
into the Welcome, for @ proper bay or harbour for 
foips to lie in, in or as near the Welcome as can be 
found, and to pitch a tent on land, making obferva- 
tions, &c. Thefe you are to enter in proper journals, 
to be delivered to me or the chief of this fadory, to 
be fent to the Company, figning the original, the 
copies to be kept bere, which you are to make before 
you arrive at the fattory. You are to trade with 
all the natives you meet in your voyage, and perfuade 
them to kill whales, tc. —to the purport of the 
former inftruction. You are to continue upon dif- 
covery in or near the Welcome, till the 24th July, 
and then make the beft of your way to Whale-cove, 
there to wait a foip’s arrivel from England, making 
there the beforementtond fearch for mines, Sc. and 
trading with the natives till the roth of Augutt; 
and if a foip does not then arrive, you are to confult 
with Crow and others, either to flay till the 20th 
of Auguft, or to return to Churchill, as the 
weather offers, purfuant to the Company’s inftruc- 
tions; but if a fhip arrives in that time, you are 
to fail with ber as far to the northward as poffble, 
ana moke what difcoveries you can, entering all 
tranfaétions in a journal, as before mentioned. I 
have fhipped on board you thirteen weeks provifion 
for eleven men. So God fend you a fucce/sful difcovery 
aud to return in fafety. — By order of the honour- 
able the governor, deputy governor, ezd committee 
of the Hudfon’s-Bay Company. Prince of Wales’ s- 
fort, July 412, 1737. vera copia. Crow’s in- 
{tructions are the fame, only in cafe of feparation 
before they get to Whale-cove, after waiting a 
few days, to yeturn to Churchill-river. | 
THE 
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Tue reader, I doubt not, has obferved a material 
difference betwixt the inftructions fent by the 
Company and thofe given by Norton: whether 
it was owing toa blunder of Norton’s, or origi- 
nally intended by the Company, I fhall not pretend 
to determine ; but it could do no lefs than defeat 
the difcovery. The Company order the floops to 
ga to the Welcome, and wait for fhips they will 
order to meet them there, from England, which 
they expec? may be by the 24th July, 1737 3 and if 
they arrive, to fail with them fo the northward; 
but if they do not come by the 20th of Auegutt, 
then to make the beft of their way to Churchill: 
but Norton bids them continue upon difcovery, 
in or near the Welcome, till the 24th of July; 
and then to make the beft of their way to Whale- 
cove, and there to wait a fhip’s arrival from Eng- 
Jand till the 12th of Auguft; and if the fhip 
fhould arrive there by this time, then to fail with 
them fo the northward; dut if fhe fhould not by 
that time arrive, then to confult with Crow and 
others, whether to wait tz] the 20th, or ¢o return 
immediately zo Churchill. But if the Company 
had actually intended to order any fhip to call 
from England, it muft, in confequence of their 
own ijnftructions, have called at the Welcome, and 
not at Whale-cove, as Norton has directed, who by 
changing the place of rendezvous effectually  de- 
feated the difcovery. Till fuch thip arrived, they 
were only directed to fail along the weft-coalt to the 
Welcome, and there to look out for a harbour; but 
not to fearch for inlets, or make any obfervatians but 
about the bearings of head-lands,  foundings, and 
currénts ; nor £0 do any thing more but encourage the 
natives ta catch whales, &c. and after the arrivat 
of the foip, they were to proceed upon the dilcovery ; 
but even then were limited to fearch to the north- 
ward of the Welcome, without any order to fearcla 
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fouthward. Now itis apparent, that no fhips were 
ordered to meet thefe people from England; if 
they were, the Company could and ought to have 
produced their inftruétions for that purpofe ; 

which not doing, they tacitly confefs that they 
never ordered any fhips to meet them, nor per- 
haps ever intended it. It is probable therefore, 
that private inftructions were given to Norton, 
counter to thofe they gave publicly for the floops; 
for the floops did not at all follow thefe public 
inftructions. It is plain by their journal, that 
they had no intention to fail to the Welcome, but 
only to Whale-cove, in 62 deg. 30 min; nor to 
fail northward, till after they could procure no 
more trade there. They ftaid till the 27th July, 
pretending they were blocked up by ice; tho’ 
Smith in three or four voyages after this, met with 
no obftructions from the ice; and then Crow fays, 

the 27th (for Napper was dead) there being no 
more trade, and being limited by our inftruttions to 
veturn the 24th, we could not fail to 63 deg. 20 min. 
as we were ordered, but returned to Churchill: they 
no where mention their expectation of a fhip; nor 
was 63 deg. 20 min. whither Crow fays he was 
ordered, any part of the Welcome, which lay 
from 64 to 65 deg. nor have they in their journals 
made any obfervations upon the foil, tides, mines, 
&c. as directed in the inftructions which are pub- 
lifhed. Upon the whole it appears, that not any of 
thefe papers can be depended upon as genuine; 
being modelled to fecure a felfifh concealment of. 
the countries about the Bay, to the prejudice of 
the intereft and rights of Britain. 

Havinc now gone through the Company’s 
orders and inftructions for promoting trade and 
difcoveries, I fhall make fome obfervations upon 
the other papers produced before the Committee ; 


and firft upon ae in No. XXI and XXII, .con- 
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taining the Company’s reafons for trebling their 
ftock, firft in 1690, and afterwards in 1720. 
In September, 1690, it was moved by feveral in 
a committee to double or treble their frock, as hath 
been defigned fome years fince, and praétifed by an- 
other. Company with extraordinary fuccefs and ad- 
vantage, who upon debate unantmoufly voted it to be 
trebled. ‘They then confulted the many motives to 
do it: and being defirous to make the flock as diffufive 
amongtt his majetty’s fubjeéts as poffible, and more 
and more anational intereft;, to suftify their proceed- 
ings, ihey fet down fome of the grounds and motives 
which induced them to treble it, viz. Firft, thet 
they bad in their warehoufes above the value of their 
original frock. Secondly, that they had fent out 
an their foips and cargo that year above the value 
of their firft fiock, upon which they expeéted as much 
profit. Thirdly, that their factories at Port-Nelfon, 
and New-Severn, are under an increafing trade, and 
that their returns that year they expefled would 
be worth £20,000. Fourthly, ther forts, fac- 
tories, guns, &c. and the profpeé: of new fettlements 
and further trade, may be eftimated at a confiderable 
value. And Fifthly,. the expectation of fatisfattion 
from France at the end of the war, and reftoring 
their places and trade at the bottom of the Bay, 
which, upon proof, was made cut above f£ 100,Coo. 
Upon which motives and other prudential reafons 
which might be alleged, the comuuttee did, and do, 
unanimoufly refolve and declare, that the original 
feck foall be and is trebled, viz. £10,500, orivinal 
Stock fhall be deemed and computed at £ 31,500 -ftock 
or credit ; and each intereffent foall have bis ftock 
trebled in the Company’s books, and no perfon shall 
have a vote who bas lefs than £ 200 credit 5 ner be 
capable of being of the committee, who has not £ 600 
flock or credit, and fo proportionably in all other things, 
accoraing to the charter. — It mutt be owned, that 

fome 


(45) 
fome of their reafons for trebling their ftock are 
unexceptionably good, particularly thofe of mak- 
ing it more diffulive amongft all bis majeftys fub- 
jetis, and more and more a national intereft; 
and tie having as much more in their wareboufes 
as ther original fiock, provided it was to be ad- 
ded to their ftock in trade to increafe their annual 
exports. But how they could urge the profpect 
of their gains upon the year’s trade, or the 
money funk in building their factories, or their 
future demand upon the French, as additions to 
their {tock, is not quite fo comprehenfible: nor 
is it eafy to account, how their loffes by the French 
fhould, upon fo fimall a capital as £ 10,500, amount 
tor £100,000, {orf 150;000, as was fet forth 
in their petition to parliament, as an inducement 
to pafs an act for a perpetual confirmation of 
their charter;) for their whole lofs was confined 
to the fmall factories at Rupert, Moofe, and Al- 
bany, which could not amount to the tenth part 
of that fum; unlefs they included in the eftimate, 
the gain they szght have made upon their trade in 
the time they were out of poffeffion. Neither 
can I fee, when no new fubfcriptions were taken 
in, how the trebling their ftock could make it 
more diffufive among ft the reft of bis majefty’s fub- 
jeéis, which was the only good national reafon 
for taking this ftep. Asthe whole was nominal, 
it could be of no real benefit to the proprietors, 
nor to the nation, unlefs they had determined to 
treble their annual exports: it can therefore only 
be fuppofed, that having juft obtained an act to 
confirm their charter for feven years, they thought 
it prudent to make a fhow of doing fomething to 
increafe their trade, that they might be entituled 
to a renewal when that att expired; an expecta- 
tion, by the way, not very fubftantially founded, 
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for which term it had paffed the Commons, to 
feven years; andas the Commons, having been 
almoft furprized into a confirmation of their char- 
ter for ever, upon their granting it only fora few 
years, entered a ftanding order, that no petition 
fhould be received for confirming any charter, 
unlefs the charter itfelf was annexed to the peti- 
tion. But it is evident, that the chief motive for 
trebling their ftock was, that their dividends 
would appear fmaller upon a large nominal capi- 
tal, than upon a real fmall capital; the only good 
réeafon for trebling their ftock, the making it more 
difufive amongft his majefty’s fubjeéts, and more 
and more a national intereft, having never taken 
place; for the ftock is not fet upto public fale, 
but confined to about ninety members, as appears 
by their lift of proprietors produced before the 
Committee. 

No. XXII, contains reafons and refolutions for 
the Hudfon’s-Bay Company again trebling their 
{tock in 1720. 

Sip va commuttce,. 2othwaugull, 19 2one ae 
committee, purfuant to the order of the general 
court, having taken into confideration the moft 
proper method for raifiing money for enlarging and 
extending ae Company's trade to Hudton’s-Bay and 
Buss-iflan and jor the more effeciual putting in 
execution o powers and privileges granted them by 
their charter, do make the following refolutions, viz. 
That according to the beft account and calculation 
that can be made of the quick and dead fteck and 
lands, the fame may be computed to amount to 
£94,500, at a moderate computation. 

Tuat the jgeint or capital ftock of this Company 
be enlarged to £378,000, and divided into 3780 
foares of £100 each; and that the prefent tock 
being £ 31,500, or 315 fhares, be made and reckomed 
645 foares, and valued at £100 each fhare, 
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which amounts to £94,500, and to be clear and 
difcharged of all the payments to be made for enlarg- 
ing the fiock to £378,000. That the fum of 
£283,500 be raifed by the prefent members, and 
io be engrafted on the prefent ftock, valuing each 
Joare at £100, to compleat the faid £ 348,000. 
That each member for every £ 100 by him fubfcribed, 
foall be entituled to one fhare in the Companys tock. 
That the times of payment be as follows, viz. £10 
per cent. paid the sth of September next; £10 
per cent. on the 6th of December next; and fo on, 
£ ro per cent. every three months, till the whole ts 
paidin. That a proper inftrument be prepared for 
thefe purpofes, and the Company’s feal affixed thereto ; 
and that fuch of the prefent members as are willing 
may fubfcribe, obliging themfelves to advance and 
vaife fuch fums as they fball fet down againft their 
refpective names. That no member fhall be capable 
of being governor, or of the committee, who has not 
in bis own name and right £ 1800, or 18 hares in 
the ftock ; and of giving a vote in any eleSHion, or 
any general court, who has not £ 00, or g fhares iz 
the frock; which refolutions were unanimoufly agreed 
to, and ordered to be laid before the general court 
the next day,— which the court next day con- 
firmed. 

AF @ general court 23d December, 1720.— 
The governor acquainted the court, that by reafon 
of the prefent fcarcity of money and deadnefs of 
éredit, the committee did not think it a proper time 
to proceed upon the fublcription agreed to in Augutt 
haft ; and then ordered the fecretary to read the opt- 
pion of the committee of this day, viz. — Refolved 
that it is the opinion of the committee, that the 
faid fubfcription be vacated, and that the Company’s 
feal be taken off from tbe fard inftrument. — And, 
That each fubferiber foal! have £. 20 ftock’ for ae 
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£.10 by him paid in, — which refolutions were as 
greed to by this court. 

In thefe refolutions of trebling their ftock, the 
only reafons alleged for it were, the enlarging and 
extending their trade to Hudfon’s-Bay and Bufs- 
ifland :.fo that the unanimous opinion at this time 
was, that their trade might be enlarged and ex- 
tended by increafing their capital and ftock in 
trade; and that at leaft £94,500 might be an- 
nually employed in trade; for that fum was de- 
figned actually to have been raifed, over and a- 
bove the prefent ftock in trade. But all the late 
allegations of the Company before the Committee, 
tended to fhew, that the trade could not be ex- 
tended or increafed; and that they had done their 
utmoft for this, by exporting annually goods to 
the value of three or tour thoufand pounds. If 
this had been the cafe alfo in 1720, and the 
Company neither intended nor had it in their 
power to extend the trade, the new fubfcription 
taken from their own members muft have been 
defigned as a bubble, to draw in others who were 
not proprietors; by which each member would 
gain in cafh £200 per cent, and the Company 
actually have £ 94,500 paid in cafh, which, ac- 
cording to their own declaration, could not have 
been employed in trade. ‘To explain this; the 
Company, before they took in the new fubfcrip- 
tion, trebled their nominal ftock by a grofs com- 
putation of their dead and living ftock, lands, 
&c. which had in like manner been done before 
In 1690, by a computation produced, from 
£10,500 to 31,500; but now, without any com- 
putation produced, to £94,500: this nominal 
{tock they were to increafe to £ 378,000, by add- 
ing a fubfcription from their own members of 
£, 283,500 to ke made in payments of £10 per 
cent every three months, till the whole was railed. 
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Now if this £10 per cent was to be paid 
upon their newly trebled capital of £94,500, 
#9450 would have been paid in every three 
months, and the whole fubfcription of £ 283, 500 
completed in feven years and a half: but if 
only £ 3150 was tote paid in every three months 
upon their former capital of £31,500, then twenty- 
two years and a half would have been neceffary 
to complete the whcle flim s which cculd not an- 
{wer the end provofed, of extending and improv+ 
ing their trade in any reafonable time: and yet it 
appears from their increafed capita] in No, XVIII, 
that the £10 per cent paid in amounted to no 
more than £ 31503 for tho’ at the general court 
the members were allowed £ 30 ftock for each 
#, to they had paid in, their capital was increafed 
only from £ 94,500 to £103,500, produced 
before the Committee as the prefent capital. 
How then was the fum of £ 283,500, to be 
raifed in feven years and a half? Why probably 
thus,—-every member was allowed a fhare of £ 30 
ftock for every £10 he paid in, and confeauent- 
ly £300 for £100. Now by bringing this 
£ 100 fhare to market, he would have have got 
f 300, andthe purchafer have ftood poffefled of 
three fhares in the Company’s ftock of £ 100 
each. So that by the time the whole was com- 
pleted, the original members would have received 
#189,000 for their own ufe, and the Com- 
pany £ 94,500 to be employed in trade or in 
any way they pleafed: and this defign feems 
only to have been fruftrated by the fudden fall of 
fouth-fea and other ftocks, which deprived them 
of purchafers: however, they fucceeded fo far 
as to raife their nominal ftock from £ 31,500 to 
£ 103,500. It is fcarce worth mentioning, that 
one of the refolutions paffed in this Committee 
of Auguft 25th ge aad which every man ae 
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has not nine thares of £ 100 each, is deprived of 
his right to-vote at any election or in any general 
court, is a manifeft violation of their charter; 
which exprefly fays, that each member. fhall have 
one vote for every £ 100- he has. in ftock, and fo pro- 
‘portionably for more or. lefs; ten perfons having 
only £10 each in a joint ftock, to have one vote 
amongft them. 

By the ftandard of their trade in No. XIX, we 
may fee how vaft a price is charged to the na- 
tives upon the goods given them in exchange 
for their furs, which are all valued by the beaver 
fkin as the ftandard. Thus for a quart of _Eng- 
lifh fpirits which the Company export at fix- 
pence, and before they fell it to the natives mix it 
with one third water, which reduces it to four- 
pence; they take a beaver fkin, which has been 
fold at the Company’s fale, at a medium of ten 
years +, for fix fhillings three farthings the pound 
weight, anda beaver fkin generally weighs a pound 
and half; fo that they get nine fhillings and one pen- 
ny for four pence, which is £ 2700 per cent profit. 
Upon other articles not fo material they do not gain 
above £500 or £600 per cent: but in exchange 
for martins the profit is deuble of that upon 
beaver ; for they-value three martins only as one 
beaver, and thofe, at a medium of ten years, 
have fold for fix fhillings a fkin. It appears alfo from 
the ftandard, that one third more is charged upon 
many articles at Nelfon and Churchill-faétories, 
than at Moofe and Albany ; thofe fa€tories being, 
farther from the French, who till within thefe 
few years had not intercepted the trade theres 
and not content even with this extravagant pro- 
fit, the factors are allowed to fell their goods 
confiderably above the ftandard, which is called 
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the profit upon the overplus trade: yet with 
all this advance upon their goods, the profit of 
the Company is reduced, by the expence of 
‘management, fhipping, factories, officers and 
fervants, to a little more than £ 200 per cent. 
‘For by a medium of ten years trade, (N°*, 
XXIV.) their fales amount annually to £27,364! 
me Feo pend) their expences, N*. XX{1l, to 
£19,417: 8: 6: their nett profic therefore, at 
the fame medium, amounts to £ 7936: 16: 1123 
which upon £ 3674: 3: 12, ‘their annual ex- 
port at the fame medium, is about £ 216 per 
cent profit upon the annual ftock in trade, and 
near £7 + upon the nominal capital of £ 103,950, 
But this expence would be confiderably leffened, 
except in the article of freight, if the trade was 
laid open, the countries fettled, and poffeffions 
fecured without charge ; whilft both the exports 
and imports would be vaftly increafed, perhaps 
to one hundred times the prefent value, as we 
find it is in other colonies; and here is a {cope 
of country fufficient, by proper cultivation ‘and 
due encouragement to the natives, to fupport 
‘the computation. 

In the lift of fubfcribers in N°. VIII, which are 
rated at about ninety, the King’s name is placed at 
the head ; but the King was not originally a pro- 
prietor, merely as King, and confequently can be 
none now without having been a purchafer : all 
that is referved by the charter for him, is two elks 
and two black beavers, as often as he fhall Jand in 
‘thofe countries. However, withinthefe twenty years, 
the Company have made three or four payments, 
by way of douceur, to her late Majefty, and fince 
‘her death to his prefent Majefty: tho’ the firft 
payment was not made till Mr. Dobbs had firft 
follicited them, and afterwards the admiralty, to 
fend out fhips for the difcovery of a north-weft 
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paffage , when being apprehenfive that the legality 
of their charter might be brought into quettion, 
they thought it prudent to endeavourto fecure an in- 
tereft in the government : they therefore attended Sir 
Robert Walpole, and informed him that there 
was an arrear due from them to the late queen 
Mary, amounting to feveral thoufand pounds, 
which they apprehended the prefent queen was 
entitled to, as no part of it had been paid to 
queen Anne; alleging that queen Mary was a 
proprietor; in virtue, I fuppofe, of her relation- 
fhip to Prince Rupert, who was an original pro- 
prietor. Accordingly, a fum, at the rate of 
two or three hundred pounds per annum profit 
upon the trade, was paid to Sir Robert upon his 
Majefty’s account; and while he continued in the 
treafury, another fmall fum was paid upon the 
fame account; and fince that time two other 
{mall fums, which the treafury was obliged to re- 
ceive implicitly; for the Company excufed them- 
feives from producing their books upon this oc- 
cafion, tho’ urged to do it as the only authentic 
proof, that his Majefty was entitled to any 
fhare, and that the fum paid was the exact a- 
mount of it. The circumftances of which be- 
haviour evidently fhew, with what view they 
made this facrifice; and with what view they 
now pace the King’s name at the head of the 
lift of proprietors ; little reflecting, that if at any 
time their monopoly and charter fhould be 
proved illegal, and injurious to the trade of 
Britain, his Majefty would be induced to fkreen 
them by any furrencer that is in their power 
to make. 

Ir was fufpected, and upon good foundation, 
that the Committee of the Company, which is 
elective by the charter, had made themfelves 
ablolute and unchangeable, by engroffing the 
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greater part of the ftock; fo that no general 
court could oblige them to produce their books, 
nor call them to an account even for the 
grofieft mifmanagement. At the requeft, there- 
fore, of the petitioners, it was moved, that the 
Company fhould be ordered to givein a lift of 
their proprietors, diftinguifhing how many fhares 
each perfon poficfied of the ftock, that it 
might appear in how few hands the bulk of it 
lay: but this being ftrongly oppofed, from a 
perfuafion that a compliance with it would expofe 
the fecrets of the Company, and that it was a 
matter of mere curiofity and of no importance 
to the public, who held the ftock ; and the peti- 
tioners apprehending, that debating thefe points 
would too- much. retard the principal bufinefs, 
this motion was withdrawn; and alfo another 
motion made to oblige the Company to lodge 
their original books: by which laft ftep, all the 
evidence that could be brought againft them, 
was limited to thofe who either were or had been 
their fervants; no others having been at the Bay 
except the people of the diicovery-fhips, who 
had no means of judging how affairs were ad- 
miniftered there. 

In N°. I] the Company give a lift of nine 
veffels, which they pretend they had fitted out 
upon the difcovery of anorth-weft paflage ; but 
by their inftructions already cited, it appears that 
there were only five fent upon that expedition, 
two with Knight, two with Napper, and one 
with Scroggs. Of the four others here mentioned, 
two were the Profperous-floop under Henry 
Kelfey, and the Succefs John Hancock ; the frit 
failed from York-fort, June roth, and the other 
from Churchill, July 2d, 1719, and both return- 
ed the roth of Auguft. Thefe had no inftructions 
about the pafiage; their bufineis was only to try 
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to bring down the northern Indians to. trade. at 
Churchill, where the Company the year before 
had fixed a factory; and Norton was. fent by 
Jand for the fame purpofe, and to enquire about 
the mine: for it is not probable that they would 
fend out Kelfey and. Hancock the fame year with 
Knight, unlets. they had given them inftructions 
ta difcover in toncert with him, which they did 
not, The laft two were the fame floop under 
Kelfey, who failed 26th June, 1721, upon the 
fame account as before, and returned the 2d of 
September ,; and with her, her old confort the 
Succefs then under Napper, who was loft. four 
days after in the ice near Churchill, So thag 
thefe additional foops feem to be inferted only 
ta make an oftentatious and falfe fhew of their 
great zeal for the difcovery of a north-wett 
paffage. 

N°, XXV contains onders given by the Wud- 
fon’s-Bay Company to their prefent chief factors in. 
the Bay, fo far as they relate to the government 
of the factories, 

I wave little to obferve upon thefe orders, and 
believe that they may be proper enough for the 
fecurity of their forts in time of war, confider- 
ing how very weak they are, and what a fimall 
number of men there is to defend them. There 
is one piece of an inftruction indeed that does 
them honour, which they firft mention in their 
letter to Ifbefter at Albany in 1745, and repeat 
It to him in 1746, and alfo to Pelgrim at Prince 
of Wales’s-fort in 174.7, and to Newton at York- 
fort in 1748, recommending fobricty to them and 
their fervents, thai they may be capable of making 
a vigerous defence if attacked, But there is a 
paragraph addreffed to captain John Newton 
perfonally, annexed to the inflructions fent jointly 
to him and council, 5th May, 1748, which con- 
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tains a very extraordinary evidence of the refor- 
mation of the Company’s Committee; and is the 
firft inftance, fince the peace of Utrecht, of their 
fhewing any concern for the religious weliare 
of their fervants. 


‘London, 5th May, 1748. 


Captain John Newton, 

Sir, 

ASTLY, having repofed fuch a confidence as to 

place you at the head of our beft factory, we 
expect that all our fervants under. your command, 
will, by your example, be encouraged to a religious 
obfervance of the Lora’s day, to virtue and Sobriety; 
and that by your moderation, they may meet with 
Juch treatment, as may make them love as well as 
fear you, which will conduce much to your eafe, 
ana our intereft, in full hopes of which we commit 
you to the divine protection. 


_ Here feem to be the dawnings of a chriftian 
fpirit; and had it ever appeared before, and its ex- 
cellent dictates been fincerely followed, the caufes. 
of complaint .againft the Company would have: 
been confiderably leffened: but never to have 
fent over a clergyman to any. of their factories, 
nor fhewn the. leaft concern for the religion and 
morality of their fervants, was furely capital. I 
would not willingly leffen the merit of the exhor- 
tation laft quoted; but for the fake of truth it 
muft be obferved, that it was not fent over till 
after feveral hearings againft the Company, be- 
fore his Majefty’s attorney and follicitor- general, 
upon a reference made to them by the Lords. of 
his Majefty’s moft honourable privy council, of the 
merits of a petition from the Committee ‘of the 
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fubfcribers for difcovering a north-weft paffage 
in which their barbarity to the natives and their 
fervants, was proved by fundry affidavits, having 
never attempted to civilize the one, or fent over 
a clergyman for the inftruction of the other, 
nor kept up the leaft appearance of religion in 
any factory in the Bay: yet I do not pretend ta 
affien thefe circumf{tances of danger as the motive 
of this new concern for the fpiritual welfare of 
their people; nor of the following directions fent 
at the fame time to Mr. J{befter and council at 
Prince of Walcs’s-fort, viz —23d; As we have 
nothing more at bearé then the prefervation of our 
faétories, the security of eur people, and the ine 
creafe of eur trade, therefore we dire? that nothing 
may be emitted, that may ftrengthen the former 
and extend the latter; to which end we ftriéily order, 
that all poffiole encouragement be given to the na- 
tives, by treating them civilly, and dealing juftly 
qwith them on al! occafions, and we recommend it to 
you to ufe our servants under your command in fuch 
manner, that they may efteem as well as fear you. 
If inftructions like thefe proceed from sit ne 
punction and a juft abhorrence of their former 
mifconduct, part of the end aimed at by the 
proceedings againft them is obtained: and fhould 
they be fo fortunate as to furvive the charge ftill 
to be brought againft them, by the merchznts 
and manufacturers of Great Britain, and find intereft 
enough to keep poffeffion of their charter and invalu- 
able monopoly , [hope they will giveno room for 
the pee of acenfure, that is due only to 
the character of the prince of hypocrites: 
The devil was fick——the devil a monk would be: 
The devil was well—the devil a nionk was he. 
Tuese are ali the papers of confequence Jaid 
by the Company before the Committee, ‘There on- 
ly remains tg be contidered the evidence of the 
witnefies 
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witneffes which they thought proper to produce’ 
in their defence: thefe were only two, captain’ 
Caruthers, whofe evidence I have already cited in 
my obfervations upon Knight’s voyage, and Mr. 
Henry Sparling merchant and furrier, and a pro- 
prietor of the Company. This gentleman, as 
fome perfons have infinuated, was called upon to 
give his opinion of the furs which the Company 
imported, and alfo to difcredit the account of 
the French getting Hudfon’s-Bay furs; but prin- 
cipally to fupport his own affidavit, made on the 
hearing before the attorney and follicitor-general, 
that Wiudfon’s-Bay ermines and fquirrels were ‘of 
Jmall value; and alfo the affidavit made by An- 
thony Lutkins and Nicholas Lewis, that they were 
not worth one penny per dozen; which brought 
cn another affidavit, that upon going to a fur- 
vier to enquire the price of Hudfon’s-Bay er- 
mines, under a pretence of purchafing fome, the 
furrier faid, they generally were fold for about 
two fhillings a piece. 

Upon Mr. Sparling’s being examined about 
fkins and pelts, be produced a deer’s fkin from Hud- 
fon’s-Bay full of holes, and faid there was not one 
in ten. that was not fo; but when killed at one 
feafon of the year the defect was not apparent, till they 
were drefjed in oil, adding, that the Virginia deer- 
Jkins ave much more valuable.—He faid, that ermine 
and fquirrel-/rins from Wudion’s-Bay were not worth 
paying cuftom for , the laft fquirel-fkins being fold for a 
farthing a piece, after paying a balfpenny duty : thathe 
had bought no ermines from the Bay of a long time, the 
beft coming from Siberia. To prove this Le produced 
two ermines from the Bay, one the bejt, the other 
the warft be could pick cut of a parcel, and one 
from Siberia, and faid that the Siberia ermines 
fold from one filling to one fhilling and fix- 
pence each: be thew produced two Siberia /quirvel- 
Jfains, and two fromthe Bay,— He faid Snir 
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that be bad annual accounts from Rochelle of 
what furs the French wnported, which all. came 
there; and that they imported three or four hun- 
dred martins annually, and with them a_ fmall. 
guantity of Hudfon’s-Bay furs.— This is the fub- 
ftance of his evidence. 

Ir had been ftrongly urged againft the Com- 
pany, that they did not endeavour to encreafe- 
and extend their fur-trade as they ought; that 
the French carried away many of their rich furs: 
trom the inland at the heads of their fettlements ; 
that by not fending up perfons to. trade upon 
the rivers and lakes, great numbers of deer and. 
buffalo fkins. were loft, the natives having no 
conveyance for them down the rivers but fmall. 
birch-canoes; and that a great many other kinds 
of furs might be had, if the natives were not 
difcouraged from taking them, on account of the 
high price of the Company’s goods, fuch as 
white hares, ermines, and {quirrels. Mr. Spar- 
ling’s teftimony was intended to invalidate this 
charge; and with that view he produced the deer, 
ermine, and {quirrel-{kins. 

Tue deer-fkin he produced was probably the 
vileft he could pick out, full of holes, and kill- 
ed at an improper feafon ; for deer-{kins, like 
other pelts and furs, have their feafon. At one 
time of the year they are troubled with an in- 
fect that eats holes in, their fkins, a diforder 
called the warbles, of which, however, they are 
perfectly cured before winter; but if the deer 
are killed at this feafon, the fkins muft unavoid- 
ably have holes in them; and is that a reafon 
why the natives fhould not be encouraged to kill 
them at a proper feafon, by allowing a juft 
price for good fkins? Had the natives any rea- 
fon to expect that their care would be rewarded, 
they would never kill deer out of feafon, unlefs 
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hunger obliged. them; and if they were civilized , 
they would raife tame cattle for their fubfiftence, 
and hunt only for profit. It is notorious, ‘that. as 
good deer-fkins have been brought from Hud- 
ion’s-Bay, as from other parts of America; and 
the Company. in their inftructions to Norton,. 
have exprefly ordered him to fend over deer as 
well as moofe and elk-fkins, which they would not 
have done but from a knowledge of their value. 

Ir appears from the Company’s own account 
of their fales in N°. X,.that deer-fkins, accord~- 
ing as they were taken in feafon or not, have fold 
from two fhillings to four fhillings and nine- 
pence per fkin, and, ata medium of ten years, 
attwo fhillings and eleven-pence halfpenny: but 
at a medium of ten years, the number brought 
over annually was but three hundred forty-fix,s 
when, if trade had been extended up the rivers 
and lakes, they might probably have imported 
two or three hundred thoufand annually, which. 
if killed in feafon, and properly dreffed by 
the Indians, would have fold for ten fhillings 
per fkin, 

Mr. Sparring next produced two ermines 
from the Bay extremely bad, and one from Si- 
beria. extremely good; fo good, that a Ruflia 
merchant who examined it, faid, that he had 
a prefent of choice ermines lately fent him from 
Ruffia, and in the whole parcel, which might be 
prefumed were not bad, there was not a fkin better 
than that. The two American ermines were pre- 
tended to be the beft and worft of a parcel; 
but then it was a parcel that contained none but bad. 
fkins killed gut of feafon, for they were ill colour- 
ed, fmall, and almoft without fur, The ermines, 
like the hares and partridges in cold countries, 
turn white in winter, except the tips of their ears 
and tails; and if taken out af feafon Bes 
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they recover their colour, or the young ones are 
full grown, they muft neceffarily be {mall, ill 
coloured, and bare of fur. The fame may be 
faid of {quirrels, with regard to fize, and good- 
nefs of fur: and thofe bad ermines and {quirrels 
are conftantly killed by the Company’s fervants 
and home Indians at improper feafons, who have 
no encouragement to kill them in the right feafon ; 
and they are fent over at random, in {mall par- 
cels, for the fake of what they may accident- 
ally produce. But to fhew how far his great zeal 
has carried him beyond the point which it was 
neceffary for him to keep in view, in order to 
preferve a confiftency between his own and the 
Company’s account of this matter; we aced on- 
ly look into N°. X, which fpecifies the price of: 
furs at their fales, and into N°. XXIV, which 
{pecifies the number as well as price; and it 
will appear that in ten years fale there was only 
one article of feventeen ermines, which fold at 
one fhilling and five-pence per fkin, as high as. 
the beft. Siberia ermines, which Sparling himfelf 
acknowledges fell generally from one /Jhilling to 
one filling and fix-pence; and yet s¢hefe are not 
worth paying cuftom for. 

Tue next article he produced of the contents 
of his budget, was {quirrels, which at the loft 
fele he fays fold for a farthing a piece, and paid a 
halfpenny duty. But from the fame papers it 
appears, that in a courfe of ten years fale fquir- 
rel-fkins were fold for five years, viz. 276 in 
Ty4o. at 4dt each, ney imerzad at 4d cae 
2070) IN 1745 at ta 55° 540%in. 1746 bee 
the whole: and 500 in 1747 at 215.6d the 
whole: fo that there were two fales at which 
{guirrel fkins, when probably in full feafon, fold 
at 4d -+each; one fale, when more out of feafon, 
at 1d4, and two fales, when quite out of feafon, 
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or ill faved, at abouta halfpenny each, #.¢. for 
double the price that Sparling upon his evidence 
‘rated them at; which however is fomething 
more modeft than the price fixed by Lutkins 
and Lewis, who in their refpective affidavits 
had afferted, that they were not worth a penny a 
dozen. But if furs are thus blown upon at 
market, only becaufe they are killed out of 
feafon, or ill faved, muft therefore no encourage- 
ment be given to kill them in feafon, and to 
fave them well; when by fuch prudent care, as 
the Company themfelves have demonftrated, 
they would produce eight times the value ? 

Tue laft part of his evidence I fhall take 
notice of, is that which relates to the 
Canada furs, and the few Wudfon’s-bay furs 
imported with them. He has, it feems, regular ac- 
counts from Rochelle, of the annual imports; and 
the amount of martins imported are but three or 
four hundred annually, amongft which area few, but 
very few, Hudfon’s-bay furs. I cannot exactly 
recollect this part of his evidence as he delivered 
it; but am afraid it has fuffered, either thro’ 
an error of the prefs, or of the perfon who took 
it down; fince it is notorious that the French 
carry on a great fur-trade from Canada, and 
deal fo largely in martins, that if he had faid thir- 
ty or forty thoufand, he had fallen far fhort of 
the truth; nay three or four hundred packs of 
one hundred or two hundred in a pack would 
‘not perhaps have exceeded it. The Company 
themfelves in fome years have imported near 
twenty thoufand martins; and as the French, 
who value only one at a beaver, give three 
times the price that the Company give; who 
value three at a beaver, we may reafonably 
conclude, that the French procure three times 
the number that the Company procure ;. for the 

Indians 


eed 


( 62 ) 
Tadians know how to fell their goods to the 
beft advantage. | 

I suatt only add two remarks; firft, that 
the Company were right to reft their evidence 
‘here, and not expofe themfelves by any more 
vain attempts to invalidate that which was 
brought againft them; as no evidence after this 
~would.have borne even the hearing. And fecond- 
ly, that if the evidence brought againft them 
had not had the facred fupport of -truth itfelf, 
it was in the Company’s power, from the num- 
ber of captains and fervants ftill in their pay, 
over whofe fouls as well as bodies they have 
the abfolute command, to have detected not 
only falfhood but error; whereas the petitioners 
could only procure a few of their fervants, 
whofe integrity ftood oppofed to the diftrefs of 
poverty, and the power of wealth, and whofe in- 
tegrity notwith{tanding carried them through 
with inconteftable authority. 

I sHALL now proceed to fum up the material 
part of the evidence produced againft the Com- 
pany, relative to their mifconduct, and to the 
country, climate, trade, fifheries, and navigation 
of the Bay. 

First, it appears, that the countries about the 
Bay are capable of great improvement ; that the 
Jands fouthward and weftward of the Bay, are 
in good climates, equal in their feveral latitudes 
to thofe in Afia and Europe, and that the climate 
improves farther within land, the fpring. being 
earlier and the winter fhorter; that by. Kelfey’s 
journal produced by. the Company, and by Jofeph 
de la France’s which they have not controverted, 
the country abounds with woods, champains, 
plains, ponds, rivers and lakes, feveral hundred 
leagues weft from the Bay, that the land is cover- 
ed with beaver, buffaloes, deer, martins, and 
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other valuable furs; and the rivers and lakes are 
full of -fturgeon and other excellent fifth. It ap- 

ears alfo, “that thefe fine rivers are naviga- 
Be every where with canoes, and in moft places 
with larger vefiels, having but inconfiderable 
falls, up which canoes can “be towed again{t the 
ftream, and that the lakes are navigable by larger 
veffels That upon thefe rivers and about the 
lakes, are many nations or tribes of docible and 
humane Indians, willing to be inftructed, and 
eager to engage in trade.—That the lands are 
capable of tillage, affording’ good pafture tor 
horfes and cattle in the fummer, and good hay 
for their fubfiftence in winter.—That at Churchill, 
the moft northerly factory, horfes and cows 
have been kept in winter, tho’ greatly expofed 
to the froft and cold.—That all forts of garden 
ftuff flourifh at the factories, and where barley 
and oats have been fown, they come to perfec- 
tion: at Moofe- factory at the bottom of 
the Bay, fown wheat has ftood the winter frofts, 
and grown very well the fummer following ; tho’ 
the cold and froft is greater, and continues longer 
here than within land: black-cherries alfo plant- 
ed here have grown and borne fruit, as would 
other trees if propagated—That the rivers upon 
the Bay, abound with white whales and other valu- 
able fifh; and the fea to northward, with black 
whales, fea Hortess feals, and white (Sere, which 
afford whale-finn, oil, ivory, and fkins; the weft- 
ern coaft being no way mountainous, as in Davys’s 
and Hudfon’s-ftrait—And that the feas and navi- 
gation are not dangerous ; there being few inftances 
of the lofs of fhips in the Bay, or in the paflage 
thither. 

SECONDLY, it appears, that notwithftanding the 
unfpeakable advantages to be obtained by planting 
and fettling thefe countries, the climates of which are 
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not worfe than Sweden, Denmark, RuMa, Poe 
dJand, and north Germany ; yet the Company 
have not made, nor encouraged to be made; any 
one fettlement or colony; having only four {mall 
factories, in which they keep about one hundred 
and thirty fervants, and two {mall houfes with 
only eight men in each, which 1s all the force 
they have provided to keep the poffetiion, and protect 
the trade of a country, equal to one third of 
Europe.—That they have not in fifty years fent 
above one perfon to make difcoveries within land, 
which was Norton, who by Brown’s evidence 
had been at the copper-mine, tho’ his journal was 
not produced to the Committee; but none to make 
friendfhips and alliances with the natives, difs 
couraging even their fervants from going up into 
the inland to trade, tho’ for their own benefit; 
nor even to prevent the natives from trading with 
the French, tho’ they are fenfible of their per- 
petual incroachments, and that they daily carry 
away the richeft furs——-That notwithftanding 
there are inconteftable evidences of rich copper 
and lead mines, and even of cinnabar, out of 
which mercury has been extracted; yet no encou- 
ragement has been given, or attempts made, 
fearch after them with a view to their improve- 
ment.—That the annual exports of the Company 
have not exceeded four thoufand pounds ; and 
in time of peace their navigation has been con- 
fined to three fhips of 150 or 200 tons, with 
two or three {mall floops ftationed in the Bay, 
that fome years are nct fent out of harbour.—That 
no means have been ufed to civilize or convert 
the natives; nor even a clergyman fent over to 
inftruét and take care of the fouls of their own 
fervants; on the contrary, the learning the Indian 
Janguage, or keeping up any correfpond ence 
with the people, is feverely prohibited under pea 
Oo 
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of lofs of wages and bodily correction. — And 
that none but piaufible and infincere attempts have 
been made to find out a pafiage to the weftern- 
ocean of America; tho’ the probability of there 
being fuch a paffage is more and more ftrengthen- 
ed from the late difcovery of bays, inlets, and 
broken lands, the weftern ends of which are not 
yet difcovered; and from there having been no 
rivers yet obferved on the north-weft coatft. 

Awnp what have the Company and its friends 
been able to advance, in oppofition to thefe accu- 
mulated proofs of negligence and folly ? Why no 
more than this; — ‘* That if the country and trade 
“* could have been improved to the degree that 
“is alleged, mere y by making frefh difcoveries 
“‘ and carrying on an induftrious cultivation, it 
** is not to be fuppofed that the taking fuch prac- 
‘ticable fteps would have been omitted by the 
““ Company, which without doubt is compofed of 
‘* men of experience who are wife enough to pur- 
“* fue their own intereft.” This was the funda- 
mental point with regard to which they ventured 
to crofs-examine the petitioners witneffes, moft of 
whom were men of inferior ftations, unqualified 
to affign the true reafon, why the Company have 
atied fo manifeftty ayainjt the intereft of the public, 
and fo apparently againft their own. But the true 
reafon is obvious: ‘* They have had no iegal 
Peickht sto their exclufive trade fince the> year 
** 7698, at which time the act expired that con- 
“‘ firmed their charter only for feven years: if, 
“‘ therefore, after this period, the leaft evidence 
‘“* had been fuffered to tranfpire, that the climate 
‘* of Hudfon’s-bay is very habitable, that the foil 
“is rich and fruitful, fit for growing corn and 
“* raifing ftocks of cattle, and abounds alfo with 
*¢ valuable mines; that the fifheries are capable 
“of great improvement, and the navigation not 
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‘‘more dangerous than in other countries; that 
“‘ the trade may even be exterided, by means of a 
“navigable paffage, or at leaft by a fhort land- 
** paflage, to the weftern ocean; and that the Com- 
** pany from thefe difcoveries ‘and improvements 
** are grown immenfely rich and powerful :” I fay, 
had fuch proofs of a fine country and beneficial 
trade ftolen abroad in the world, as they muft un- 
avoidably have done if proper experiments had 
been made, ‘* the Company knew, that the Legif- 
*< Jature would have taken the right into its Own 
“‘ hands; and fett.ed the country, and laid the 
“trade open, for the benefit of Britain:” they 
bave, therefore, contented themfelves with dividing 
among one hundred perfons, a4 large profit upon a 
fmail capital; bave not only endeavoured to keep 
the true ftate of the trade and country an impene- 
trable fecret, but induftroufly propagated the wortt 
impreffions of thems, and rather then enjoy the incon- 
cievable advantages of a general cultivation 1n com- 
mon with their fellow-fubjeéts, have, even to the 
hazard of their own feparate intereft, expofed 
both country and trade to the incroachments of the 
French. 

Tue French, who are grafping at univerfal 
dominion, watch every opportunity for extending 
their trade, and fecure all thofe countries which 
we abandon. But tamely to fuffer them to dif- 
poffefs us of this important fource of wealth and 
power is, befides the lofs, a difgrace not to be 
borne by Britain; tho’ Borne it “mutt be, if the 
Company are permitted any longer to facrifice the 
good of the nation to their own private interetft, 
The. Legiflature only can pear the one, by put- 
ting an immediate ftop to the other; and the 
Legiflature has but two methods to make choice of ; 
either, 
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First, to purchafe the Company’s right to any 
lands they have a legal title to; to lay the trade 
open with the cuftomary privileges and immunities; 
to fettle the rivers and the coafts adjoining with 
European proteftants, who are now in great num- 
bers feeking for a place of fhelter, in which they 
may enjoy their civil and religious liberties with 
fafety ; and laftly, to civilize the natives, treat 
them with gentlenefs and humanity, inftruct them 
in the knowledge of ufeful arts, and encourage 
their induftry by allowing them an equitable trade, 
and thus lay a foundation for their converfion to 
Chriftianity. Or, 

SECONDLY, to confirm the fole property of thefe 
extenfive countries, with all the royalties powers 
and privileges originally granted by the charter, 
to the Company for ever. 

For as by this they would become lords para- 
mount like the Dutch Company in the Indies, 
and but barely fubordinate to the Crown of Great 
Britain; fo by this, and by this only, they will be 
induced to purfue thofe meafures that can pro- 
cure any advantages to the public. 


Utrum horum miavis, accipe. 


APP EN Dire 
NumeBbee II. 


An eftimate of the expence of building 
the frone-fort at the entrance of 


Churchill-river, caMed Prince of 
Wales’s-fort. 


fort with four baftions. But before I be- 

gin the eftimate, it may be proper to 
obferve, that as no iabourers were fet apart for the 
building, which always was {topped as often as 
any other kind of bufinefs interfered; and as 
no regular account was kept of thefe frequent 
interruptions ; it will be difficult to form an efti- 
mate in any other way, than by taking the quan- 
tity of work that was done during the three 
years that I was concerned, and the number of 
mafons, labourers, and horfes, that were neceffary 
to perform that work; and then computing the 
expence of the whole, in proportion to the ex- 
reace of this part. 


p RINCE of Wales’s-fort is a f{quare 
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Four mafons at £ 25+ per annum 
each) for three years 
Maintenance of ditto at 55 per 


week each 5 eee 
Ditto in their paflage out and home, 
Caro 
five months 
Eleven labourers at * £ 6 per annum 
LQ oc 07 10 
each for three years 
Maintenance of ditto at 55 per } mos 
weck each oe a : 
Ditto in their p:fflage out andhome 565: 0: o 
Four horfes at £15 each 60>0% ‘oO 
Charges of ditto in the fhip Seass = 0 
Ditto in the country at 6d per 
; 100. 10.0 
day each for three years 
Three hundred pounds wt. of eat Gir teak oe 
powder for blowing up {tones ae 
Utenfils for three years, as carriages, 
CO OO 
ropes, blocks, &c. 
Iron-crows, great hammers, &c. We 10 2n0 
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Aut the ftone, lime-ftone, fand, and the wood 
for burning the lime, was upon the fpot. Moft 
of the {tone and lime-ftone lay within a quarter 
of a mile’s diftance from the fort, and none at 
more than half a mile’s diftance. 

Tue little fmith’s and carpenter’s work alfo 
that was done in thefe three years, for neither lead 
nor iron was ufed in cramping the ftones, was 
performed by the Company’s common fervants, 


+ I was informed, that, after I came away, mafons were 
fent over at £ 18 per annum each. 

* Thefe men are hired in the Orkneys. 
c.2 whol 
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whofe charges are not to be brought into the ac- 
count, till the expences of building the houfe with- 
in the fort are rated. So that the expence of the 
fort in the firft three years, at a large allowance, 
does not exceed £1425: 18: 0. 1 carefully ex- 
amined how much of the wal] was built in this 
time, and found that, at the fame expence, and. 
with the fame number of hands, the rampart 
might have been finifhed in fix years more, and 
in afar better manner; for great part of what 
was afterwards done has tumbled, but what was 
then done ftands well. 

In thefe three years we built two baftions and 
the curtain between them about feven feet 
and a half high; and alfo laid the foundation of 
another baftion, and built a curtain and half a 
curtain, and one face of the baftion about two 
feet and a half or three feet high; which made 
confiderably more than one third of the meafure- 
ment of the whole rampart: trebling, therefore, 
the firft three years expence, and only deducting 
thes priceof four horfes valued:- at) {/60,0eune 
charge of the whole rampart could not exceed 
feria apres Uh OP 

THE next part to be eftimated is the parapet. 
This was at firft built of wood; but as the wood 
was fupplied from the old demolifhed fort five 
miles up the river, and as the carpenter put it up 
in thirteen weeks, with very little alliftance, the 
expence of it to the Company could not be very 
Jarge. In the year 1746, I affifted in building 
the {tone-parapet; and tho’ I had only two 
mafons with me, and much of my own time 
was taken up in felecting proper ftones and in 
furveying, yet the parapet was carried along 
the flank of a baftion and curtain in one fummer ; 
and if the governor had not obftructed the work, 
but had allowed us a {tated mumber of labourers, 

hav- 
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having always either too few or too many, we 
fhould have been able to have finifhed another flank. 

Tuer two mafons could not do much to the pa- 
rapet after I came away, as they Were employed in 
erecting a battery at Cape-merry on the other fide 
of the harbour: atthe time, therefore, that it was 
reprefented, that the building had coft the Company 
between thirty and forty thoufand pounds, very 
little more than a fifth part of the parapet was 
completed, the expence of which may be eafily af- 
certained ; for, if a flank and curtain were made 
by three mafons, in one fummer and autumn; 
furely, four mafons and eleven labourers might do 
as much in one year; and the expence of four ma- 
fons, eleven labourers, and four horfes, with uten- 
fils for one year, cannot exceed 460 1. 

A House was built within the fort, the length of 
which, from out to out, was ror feet 6 inches; 
the breadth 33 feet; and the height of the wall 
17 feet, making two (tories, with a flat roof co- 
vered with lead : but all the materials, except iron, 
lead, glafs, and fome large beams, were procured 
upon the fpot ; and I would undertake to build fuch 
a houfe there, with the advantage of carrying ma- 
terials from England in the annual fhip, for 6001, 

Turee of the baftions had arches for ftorehoufes 
40 feet 3 inches by 10 feet; and in the fourth ba- 
ftion was built a ftone-magazine 24 feet long, and 
10 feet wide in the clear, with a paflage to it thro’ 
the gorge of the baftion, 24 feet long, and 4 feet 
wide. Now comparing the expence of building 
thefe, with that of the other parts of the fort ; Ithink, 
that two thirds of the expence of the firft three 
years would be fufficient; that is, four mafons, 
eleven labourers, and four horfes, &c. for two 
years, amounting to about 9201. with 421. more for 


the lead made ufe of to cover the magazine. 
oa I HAVE 
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I Have rated the expences of the mafons and la- 
bourers, as if they had been conftantly employed 
upon the building both winter and fummer,; 
whereas, the building could be carried on only 
from May to September, and during the remain- 
ing feven months, the people were engaged in other 
bufinefs for the fervice of the Company, by which 
they defrayed, at leaft, the charge of their main- 
tenance for this interval, which yet I have placed 
to the account of the fort. Indeed, in the whole 
eftimate I have rated every article fo high, that an 
experienced workman, if he was acquainted with 
the nature of the country, would not compute the 
total expence at fo much by fome hundred pounds. 

Ir appears, therefore, 

First, That in the year 1749, the Company 
could not have expended more than £6239: 14:0. 
And, | 

SEcoNnDLYy, That, as a fifth part of the parapet 
was then finifhed for £ 460, and the reft, confe- 
quently, might have been done for £ 1840 more, 
the whole expence of compleating the fort, and all 
the buildings within it, cannot poffibly exceed 
£ 8000. 
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Numeeer II. 


The Soundings of Nelfon-River 


OND ey ethe- r5th of July Gig4s, 
M fifteen min. paft feven in the morning, 
fet fail in the Factory’s long-boat, in 

company with Capt. Fowler, from on board the 
Sea-horfe pink, then lying in Five-fathom-hole, 
to found and difcover Port Nelfon-river. At 
thirty-eight min. paft feven, a breaft of the beacon 
that ftands at Five-fathom-hole, the water fallen 
one foot; a neap tide, wind N. E. a frefh gale; 
courfe from the beacon S. E. by E. one mile and 
a quarter; founded from four fathom and a half to 
eleven feet; the beacon bore W. N. W. diftance 
one mile and a half. Nine min. paft eight, altered 
our courfe, fteered N. N. W. one mile and a quar- 
ter, foundedfrom eleven feet to two fathom, being 
acrofs the channel that leads into Five-fathom-hole 
in Hayes’s-river ; this channel is of a confiderable 
breadth. At this time of tide we foundtwo fathom 
and a half in the beft or deepeft of the channel, 
and clofe to the north fand founded three fathom 
and a half; fhip and beacon in one, bearing S. W. 
half W. diftance one mile. Twenty-one min. paft 
eight 
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eight, altered our courfe, fteered S. E. by E. three 
miles, croffing the Fair-way into Hayes’s-river ; 
founded from two fathom to fix feet ; founded two 
fathom and a half in the beft of the channel ; the 
beacon bore W. by N. diftance three miles anda 
half. Four min. paft nine, altered our courfe, 
{teered N. N. W. two miles and a quarter, found- 
ed from fix fathom to nine feet, being from fide to 
fide of the Fair-way into Hayes’s-river; found a 
confiderable breadth of channel, where was two 
and a half and two and a quarter fathom at that 
time of tide; the beacon bore W. S. W. diftance 
three miles. Twenty-nine min. paft nine, altered 
our cqurfe, fteered S. E. by E. one mile and a 
quarter ; founded from nine to ten feet acrofs the 
entrance of Hayes’s-river ; founded two and a half 
and two and a quarter fathom in the beft of the 
channel ; beacon bore W. diftance four miles. 
Forty-feven min. paft nine, altered our courfe, 
fteered N. N. W. five miles; founded from ten 
feet to five fathom and three quarters in this courfe. 
At fixteen min. paftten, we had three fathom water; 
being on the north fide of the fand that parts the 
Fair-way intothe two rivers Nelfon and Hayes,from 
whence we had three fathom water; the fhip in 
Five-fathom-hole, bore S. W. half W.. diftance five 
miles : but at the end of this courfe where we had five 
fathom and three quarters, the fhip bore S. S. W. 
diftance fix miles. Sixteen min. paft eleven, altered 
our courfe, fteerd N. W. one mile, founded from 
five three quarters to fix fathom; the fhip bore 
S. by W. diftance feven miles. Phirty-three min. 
paft eleven, altered our courfe, fteered W. four 
miles, tried the tide of ebb by bringing the Jolly- 
boat to a grapnel, the tide run E. one knot and 
a half. At twelve hove the logge; the boat’s way 
was two knots and a half; four knots run off the 
reel; founded from fix fathom to two anda half; 

the 
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the fhip bore S. by E. diftance eight miles and a 
half. At one, altered our courfe ; fteered S. W. 
half a mile, to try to deepen our water: it now 
began to be a thick fog, the wind blowing frefh at 
N.E ; founded from two fathom and a half to eleven 
feet. Thirty min. paft one, altered our courfe, 
{teered N. W. two miles and a half; founded from 
eleven feet to four fathom and three quarters. 
Forty-five min. paft one, altered our courte, fteer- 
ed W. two miles, founded from four fathom and 
three quarters to two and a half Eleven min. patt 
two, altered our courfe, fteered S. W. one mile, 
founded from two fathom and a quarter to eleven 
feet. Twenty-fix min. paft two, altered our courfe, 
{teered N. W. one furlong, founded from eleven 
feet to eight feet. Twenty-nine min. paft two, al- 
tered our courfe, fteered S. half a mile, founded 
from eight feet to four feet; we had now a very 
thick fog, a frefh gale, anda great fea. Thirty- 
nine min. paft two, altered our courfe, fteered S. W. 
four miles, founded from four feet (the next caft 
feven feet, the fecond caft feven fathom, the third 
caft eight fathom and a half) to four fathom: the 
fog being gone, we found we were four or five 
miles within the river. Fifteen min. pait three, 
altered our courfe, fteered S. two miles, to try che 
channel, founded from four fathom to fix feet. 
Forty-five min. paft three, fteered right acrofs the 
river one mile and a half, from fix feet on 
fouth-fide, to fix feet on north-fide; found 
the channel half a mile broad, from three to 
three fathom; in the middle of the channel there 
is four fathom and a half, a foft clay bottom; we 
run up this channel one mile and a half, founded 
from four fathom and a half to two fathom and a 
half, then three fathom; prefently we were in five 
fathom ; then fix fathom; wewere now a-breaft of the 
firft remarkable gully, near one mile and a half above 
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the foot of the high land: from five fathom, we 
founded very uneven foundings; one caft two fa- 
thom, the next four or five feet, then three feet 
in the middle of the river; here we were upon the 
middle ground, the channel being near the north 
and fouth fides of the river: then we run near the 
north fhore ; founded from four feet to two fathom 
feveral times. When we got to Flamborough- 
head, the foundings were more regular. Three 
min, paft fix, we paffed F!amborough-head, found- 
ed from ten feet tothree fathom and a quarter, and 
from three fathom and a quarter to two fathom; we 
had thefe foundings near a mile; now it was firft 
quarter flood. From thefe good foundings to Seal- 
ifland, we founded twice from two fathom to fix 
feet. Within three or four hundred yards of Seal- 
ifland, the channel is very fhallow; clofe to the 
north end of Seal-ifland there is from two to three 
fathom water; neap tides flow here about four 
feet, {pring tides about eight feet. Seal-ifland is 
about three miles and a halt above Flamborough- 
head by computation. Thirty min. paft feven, 
a breaft of Seal-ifland, founded from two to three 
fathom. We paft Seal and Gillam’s-iflands, think- 
ing to fail up a flream we met there: but it being 
neap tide, and we not knowing where the deepett 
water was, and feeing the tops of ftones above 
water, at fifteen min. paft eight we returned 


to Seiad where the water was fallen half a’ 


foot; and landed at forty-five min. paft eight; 
pitching our tent on the N. E. point of Gillam’s- 
ifland. 

Tuefday the 16th, in the morning, Capt. Fowler 
and I went round Gillam’s-ifland; we climbed up 
the weft end, which is very fteep to look up the 
river: we imagined, that if we had got up that 
{tream, and we were very near the head of it when 
we turned back, .we might have failed in the long- 
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boat a great way farther up the river: at thirty 
min. paft eight, we returned to our tent. After 
breaktaft we left two men to take care of the boats, 
and went down the north fhore of the river io ob- 
ferve the flats at low watcr. When we were five 
miles beiow Flambcrough-head, we climbed up to 
the top of the bank, where we faw the lower end 
of the middle ground, the top of fome large ftones 
being above water; flood at thirty min. pait five 
this aiternoon, From the place where we ftood to 
thefe fiones on the lower end of the middle 
eround, and to the outer point of woods on the 
fouth fhore, it bore E.. :alf N. -As we went down 
the fhore we ‘aw plainly there was a channel on 
the north fide, and another on the fouth fide of 
the middle ground; we thought the channel on 
the north fice the beft, and it lay clofe to the fhore, 
within half a cable’s length of it; all the way from 
two or three miles above the lower end of the high 
Jand up to Flamborough-head, and from two or 
three miles above the foot of the high-land, the 
channel is in the middle of the river, leading out 
of the river’s mouth. 

This north fhore lies 42 deg. N. E..and S. W. 
and is a fand from the height of three quarters 
flood to low water mark ; towards high water mark,. 
clofe under the bank, it is full of large pebble 
{tones ; there are feveral {mall creeks along this 
fhore, where we found tenting poles left by the 
Indians who had lain there to fifth: it thundered: 
and rained much while we were upon this journey. 
Between Seal-ifland and Flamborough-head, there 
are large parcels of fine trees growing clofe to the 
river fide. Fifteen min. paft eight, we got to our 
tent, having fuffered much from the mufkettos. 

TheCaptain and 1 jucging thete iflands very pro- 
per to make fettlements upon, the leffer ifland being 


as we apprehended an extraordinary fine place 
for 
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for a fort to fecure that river, I made a particular 
furvey of thefe iflands, as follows ; 
_ Wepnespay morning the 17th, furveyed 
Seal-ifland, and found its length 21 chains or 1386 
feet. Its breadth 4 chains or 297 feet. Its cir- 
cumference at high water mark 62 chains 
or 4092 feet. Its perpendicular height 86 feet- 
Its form refembles a long oval. Its height from 
low water mark makes anangle of 33 deg. Length 
of the flope, 2-chains 40 links. We founded the 
water round the ifland, from 2 to 3 fathom on the 
N. W. and N. E: fides? the S. Wand S7en 
fides lie to the main river, being fhoal water near 
the ifland; but at half a mile from the ifland the 
water is deep: between this and the large ifland 
above it, there is two fathom and a half and three 
fathom water, where a veffel may lie fafe both in 
winter and fummer, and a veffel of eight or nine 
feet water may get up fafe to this place. At the 
N. E. end of Seal-ifland, onthe main fhore, is a 
very fine low bottom, where grow a parcel of as 
fine trees as I have feen in the country, clofe to the 
river ; we cut our names on the trees in the N. E. 
end of Seal-ifland. The breadth of the water that 
parts Seal-ifland from the larger ifland above it is 
8 chains or 176 yards; this larger ifland is about 
three miles in circumference, the weft end being as 
high as any land thereabouts ; neap tides flow here, 
about four feet, and fpringtides abouteight feet; but 
the chart of this river will beft fhew the fituation of 
thefe iflands. Along the river fide are the ftones al- 
ready mentioned, round as cannon balls, which when 
broke look like iron. At forty-five min. patt 
eight, almoft high-water, we made fail to go down 
the river; wind S. W. founded from the N. E. 
corner of Seal-ifland, from three fathom and a 
half to five feet; from five feet to four fathom 
and three quarters juft above Flamborough-head, 
then 
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then eleven feet, then three fathom, then two fa- 
thom juft below the head ; water fallen half a foot. 
From the head downwards, the fhore lies N. E. 
by N. and S. W. by S. nearly; the channel lies 
within half a cable’s length of the fhore; the leaft 
foundings down this channel were ten feet. The 
water fallen a foot about one mile and a half above 
the foot of the high-land on the north fide of the 
river: we ftood off from the fhore near a mile, 
founded two fathom, then ftood in and fhoaled gra- 
dually to nine feet: we ftood off and on feveral 
times, and found the bottom near level ; founded 
off fhore a mile, found twelve feet water, then 
ftood in fhoré ; the water fhoaled gradually to nine 
feet. At Forty-five min. paft ten, we were a little 
below the foot of the high-land, and ftood aerofs 
the river ; found the channel in the middle from 
three fathom to three fathom and a half, half a mile 
btoad; in the middle of the channei four fathom 
and a half, foft clay. By working down this chan- 
nel, towards the river’s mouth, we found it 
fteep on each fide, when we ftood into two fa- 
thom and a half before put the helm a lee; ere the 
boat was ftayed, fhe fhot into ten feet water. When 
we came pretty far down, feemingly without the 
river’s mouth, we ftood into two fathom and a 
half on the fouth fide, then ftood to the northward 
till we founded four fathom and a half, then to the 
fouthward till we founded three fathom, then to 
the northward till we founded eight 'fathom and a 
half, in the beft of the channel. The channel is 
deeper here than farther out; for as we came up we 
croffed the channel three miles without this place, 
and had only fix’ fathom. From eight fathom 
and a half, we ftood to the S. eaftward about three 
miles, faw a point or ridge of ftones on the fouth- 
fide, diftance three quarters of a mile, founded three 
fathom: this point of {tones dries four or five feet 

perpen- 
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perpendicular, and feems to lie two or three miles 
from fhore; but there are flats that dry at low-water 
all the way to the fhore, fo that a man may walk 
from thefe ftones to the land: then we ftood north- 
ward; the waterdeepened little in half a mile. When 
we had ftood a mile northward, we faw ftones dry 
on the nerth-fide, diftance three quarters of a mile ; 
founded three fathom and a half to four fathom, 
(now we were almoft as far out as when we fteered 
N. W. a-crofs the channel in going up the river, 
and had fix fathom) Then we fteered E.S,E. two or 
three miles. Keeping three fathom, near the fouth 
flats, towards low-water (it was low-water when we 
were hereabouts in our progrefs up the river) 
made a little trip to the northward to deepen our 
water; wind at S. W. a frefh gale: hawled up for 
the fhip, which we faw very plain in Five-fathom- 
hole, all the way after we had paffed the point 
of {tones mentioned above, and got aboard fif- 
teen min. paft feven in the evening. 


AP PE N- 
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web EN oD IX: 


NumeBer IV. 


A furvey of the courfe of Nelfon-river, 
taken along the fouth fhore at high- 
water mark. Each courfe fet by 
compass, variation 16°, 45’, and 
meafured by a wheel; with obferva- 
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Firft courfe W. by N. half N. 74 chains. 


HIS firft courfe begins at Beacon A, 
on the point of marfh that parts Nelfon 
and Hayes’s-rivers; and goes to Beacon B 


that ftands on the marfh towards Nelfon-river. 
(See the chart) 


Second courfe W. by N. 190 chains. 


WuayweEe-creek is 20 chains on this courfe. 
There are two other {mall creeks before-the courfe 
ends. At the end is the geefe tent, where the 
Englifh and Indians in the feafon lie to kill geefe, 
bearing S. W. Diftance half a mile. 


f Third 
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Third courfe W. 160 chains. 


Tuis courfe reaches toa ledge, called at York- 
fort the ledge of woods, which are generally 
fmall trees. 


Fourth courfe W. by 8. 430 chains. 


Tue end of the Indian path from York-fort to 
Nelfon-river, is at 240 chains up this courfe. Here 
the Indians quit the woods, and go up by the river 
fide. In this courfe are patches of timber-trees. 


Fifth courfeW. 8. W. 160 chains. 


Forty chains up this courfe opened Flam- 
borough-head. Some large trees a little diftant 
from the river fide. 


Sixth courfe 8. W. by W. 240 chains. 


Burw’p wood upon this courfe. Now the place 
begins to look green again. 


Seventh courfe S. W. 270 chains. 


A confiderable quantity of tim‘er-trees along 
this courfe clofe to the river; at the end of it 
a creek between two high banks, where are 
many rabbets; this creek deep; I imagine fhips 
may winter in it, but being frozen I could not 
found it. The firft ftream or fall is at Flam- 
borough-Head. 


Eighth courfe 8. W. by W. 110 chains. 


Timper-trees along this courfe, and feveral 
creeks. 


Ninth courfe W.S8.W. 50 chains. 
Timeer-trees and a marth all this courfe. 


Tenth 
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Tenth courfe W. by 8. 40 chains. 
Nothing remarkable. 


Eleventh courfe W. 30 chains 


A barren fteep bank and ftone fhore all this 
courfe. 


Twelfth courfeW. by N. 250 chains. 


THE river runs near the bank which is barren, 
the fhore ftony. At 210 chains is a creek with 
fome timber init. The end of this courfe abreaft 
of Seal-ifland. 


Thirteenth courfe W. half 8. 160 chains. 


Sixty chains up this courfe is a creek, where 
there is a large quantity of timber-trees. Here is a 
long fall or ftream of water, where captain Fowler 
and I failed up in along-boat, and turned back 
when we were almoft up it. 


Fourteenth coarfeW. 8. W. 180 chains. 


Runs into a Bay, but the river lyeth W. half S. 
five miles up from Gillam’s-ifland. At the end of 
this courfe is a creek, where isa good quantity of 
timber. 


Fifteenth courfe N. W. 210 chains. 


Tue third fall or ftream of water. 
Sixteenth courfe W. by N. 560 chains. 


Ar the beginning of this courfe on the north 
fide juft above a point, is an ifland as large as 
Gillam’s. Sixty chains higher are four iflands, three 
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of which are abreaft of each other, the largeft 
lies higher up in a Bay on the fouth fide. Sugar- 
loaf ifland is the largeft of the three abreaft of 
each other. Small trees upon all thefe iflands. - 

THERE are two creeks on this courfe, one on 
the north fide below the three iflands, the other 
on the fouth fide in the Bay over-againft the great 
ifland. 


Seventeenth courfe W. N. W. 480 chains. 


Tue land is very high; on this courfe is a creek 
that the Indians tell us goes quite through to 
Hayes’s-river, where it is called Penny-Cutaway. 
The Indians are faidto have gone thro’ this creek 
in their canoes from river to river. 


Eighteenth courfe N. W. by W. 390 chains. 


Hic land and barren; but in low places by 
the river-fide there is fine timber, and alfo in 
the creeks. Thefe two laft courfes I did not mea- 
fure with the wheel, apprehending if I did, I 
fhould not: get back to my tent that night; fo 
only walked thefe two courfes, fetting them by 
compais. 

Tue next day I infpected the north fide of the 
river ; oppofite to Seal-ifland is a low plain, where 
are fome very fine timber-trees, and near it great 
ftore of fire-wood. 

Apreast of Gillam’s-ifland on the north fide is 
a creek, in which we found ‘two or three ftumps 
of trees that had been cut by Europeans. ‘Three 
eighths of a mile above Gillam’s-ifland is a fine 
{mall creek, where is a great number of timber- 
trees; here we alfo found old ftumps cut by 
Europeans many years ago: there being fo few of 

thefe 
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thefe, I conjectured the people had only tented here 
a few days. 

There are many trees growing on the north 
bank from Flamborough-head, and the fame on 
the fouth bank as far as I went up, which if 
cut down would fall into the water. In all my 
furvey Idid not fee any thing from which I could 
infer, that there had been any fettlement on 
this river. 


F 3 APPEN- 
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A ae ols ee 


IN UM ER PV, 


A furvey of Seal and Gillam’s iflands, 
wlich lie 79 deg. 30 min. 8. W. of 
Flamborough-head ; diflance three 


miles. 


A NIRST ftation at a point on the fouth fide 
¢ of the river clofe to high-water mark. 
ji The S. E. corner of Seal-ifland bore 26 deg. 
N. W. Flamborough-head and that corner of 
Sea -ifland mace an angle of 86 deg. 30 min. 
diftance from firft ftation fix furlongs. 

Szconp ftation at S. E. corner of Seal-ifland. 
Flamborough-head bore 74 deg. 30. min. N. E. 
making an angie with firft flation of 79 deg. 

From the firft ftaticn to a creek’s mouth weft- 
ward, on the fouth fide the angle to fecond ftation 
is 80 deg. 

From fecond ftation betwixt the fame creek’s 
mouth and the frit ftation the angle was 72 deg. 
30 min. 

Tuirp ftation at N, E. corner of Seal-ifland, to 
a point at the lower end of a bottom of woods, 
68 deg. 30min. N. E, diftance 3 furlongs 7 chains. 

| FourTH 
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Fourts ftation at S. W. corner of Sea]-ifland, to 
Beacon A, or fouth point of Gillam’s-ifland, 69 
deg. 30 min. S. W. diftance 4 furlongs 1 chain. 
Thefe ftations were made in fo cold a “day, that 
every time I touched the inftrument it {tuck to 
my fingers. 

Tue breadth of the water from the north fhore 
to Seal-ifland, 2 furlongs 8 chains. 

BreaptuH of water irom Seal to Gillam’s-ifland 
8 chains; the water between Seal and Gillam’s- 
ifland is from 2 to 3 fathom deep at low water, and 
the fame from Seal-ifland to north fhore: the other 
fides lie to the main river: the length, breadth, 
circumference, height and flope I have mentioned 
in N°’. TI. The beft way up to the top of 
Seal-ifland isthe middle of the S. S. E. fide; the 
other fides being very fteep. The weft end of 
Gillam’s is four or five feet higher than Seal-ifland ; 
it has a defcent from thence to the eaftward, 
over againft Seal-ifland, where it is fo low that 
{pring-tides flow over it. 

Tue acclivity at the top makes the diftance 
there eighty yards more than at the water. 
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AP oP EN ID dae 


IND Mababt RoeeV Le 


Al journal of the winds and tides at 
Churchill-river i Hudfon’s-bay, 
for parts of the years 1746 and 


1747. 


WIN D S. — Tides height 


in feet. 
14746, Octob. 1 N A ftrong gale i Manes 
; 2 No. remark 
New moon. 3 ae - N. W. no remark 
4 E. by N. a ftrong gale 14 
5N.N. W. a ftrong gale Loa 
6 W.N. W. moderate Toe 
7 W. by S. ditto 1 bee 
No remark till the 
16 S.S. W. veerable IO. 
LS. Wepy Ve elt 10 = 
18 N. W. Il ¢ 
19 N. W. by W. moderate 12 } 
20 FE, a freth gale 12 
21 N. E. a ftrong gale 12 
22 N.E. by N. afrefhgale 12 
23 N. E. moderate 1B ide 
24.N. by W. very moderate 10 4 


q 


t 746, Os 
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Tides height 


Ty Ne ees in feet. 
1740, Offo. 25 S. W. by S. very moderate 10 4 
26.E. by N. a low tide 
a7 Woby.N, aitrong gale 9% 
2.3) 1, did not mind the tice 
29 S. by W. moderate 10 
30 N. by W. ditto Vio 
31 S. W. by W. ditto II =} 
November 1 N. N. W. moderate 12 
New moon 2N.by W. a frefh gale 14 
aaa bye IN. Te. 
“WIN by VV. a centle breeze 14 = 
5 W. by N. ditto 13 
6N. by W. a frefh gale 14. 
7 N. W. moderate Ii 
8 N. W. ditto If 
g N. W. ditto 9s 
10 N. W. by N. afrefh gale 9 
11 W.N. W. a gentle breeze. 


The ice obftructs my knowing exactly the tide’s 
height, but it is a low tide. 


12 W.N. W. a low tide 
1 W. by N. ditto 
14 E. by N. the river frozen over 
within a mile of the fea, a low tide 
15 E. moderate ; fo it hath been three 
days paft 
Polo. E. mocerate, a low tide 
17 W. S. W. moderate, ditto 
18 S. W. moderate, as near as I could 
guefs tide g feet 
19) W. by N. moderate, tide flowed 
near g feet 
20 W.S. W. moderate, a lowtide. 


THESE 


( 90 ) 

Turse ten days paft, the tide has not ebbed 
fo low as it ebbs in fummer by 2 feet perpen- 
dicular; and from its not flowing above og feet 
thefe laft fprings, I am induced to believe that 
the ftreits thro’ which it comes into the Bay, 
muft at this time be fuil of ice; and that there- 
fore thefe ftraits are fallow and more fubjeét to 
the frof than Churchill-river; © Churchill-river 
being not yet frozen over near the fea. 


YORE * AN oA AA: 
Nev. 1746, 21S. W. a gentle breeze, the tide 


is lower than any tice in fummer 
22 W. by S. the froft is fo violent, 
that no cb crvations can be made 
upon the tides till the river is open 
again, which willnot be till June. 


Pee alee Ne SDs, 


Nov.23 N.N.W. = Decem. 10 N. W. by W 
24 N. W. 11S. W. 
25 W. by N. 25. 
26 W.N. W. 13 N. W. 
a7 W.by N. 14. N, W. by N 
28 W. by S. 15 N. by W. 
29 N. W. 16 W.N. W. 
30 N. W. T7WieSs We 
Decem. 1 W. by N 18 N. W. by N. 
2 W. 19 N. W. 
3 W. 20 N.N. W. 
+ W. N. W. 21 N. W. by N. 
5 W. by N. a2 W. by N. 
GN. NOW. 23 W.N. W 
7 N. W. by W 24 W.N. W 
8 N. W. 25 N. W. by N 
9g N. W. 26S. W, 


( or) 
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VOT NADI: 


Mar. 8 W.N.W. 
1747 9S. by W. 


10 N. W. 

a1 N. W. 
12S. S. W. 
13 W.N. W. 
14 N. W. 

1G Oo 

16 N. W. 
17 N. 

18 N.N. W. 
19 N. W. 


20 INV by VV. 


a ee. 

22 S. E. 

Ce aey 

24 Southerly. 
25.N. | 

26 W. NW. 
27 Southerly. 
28 Southerly. 
29 Northerly. 
30 Eafterly. 
31 Eafterly. 


April I N. N. E. 


2 Northerly. 
3 Northerly. 
4 Northerly. 
5 Northerly. 
6 Southerly. 


7 Very veerable. 


8 N. veerable. 
gS. veerable. 
10 N. W. 
11 S. véerable. 


April 12 Eafterly. 


May 


rN ANE 
14 N.N. W. 
15 N. W. 
16 Southerly. 
17 Northerly. 
18 Southerly. 
19 Northerly. 
20 Northerly. 
21 Northerly. 
22 Northerly. 
23 Northerly. 
24 N. W. 
25 Veerable. 
AD dsl, 
27 Eafterly. 
200b. Bye. 
29.Ni 
30 Northerly. 
1 Veer*dallround 
the compafs. 
2 Veer'd in N, 
FE... quarter. 
3 N. W. by W. 
4. Northerly. 
5 Northerly. 
6 Northerly. 
aN os INGE 
8 Northerly. 
9 E. by S. 
10 N.N. W. 
11 Southerly. 
12 Northerly. 
13 Northerly. 
14 Northerly. 
15S 


May 15 S. May z 


gN. W : 

1747 16 Eafterly. aoIN IN. AW, 

17 Eatterly. Fune 31 S. 

18 Eafterly rN. W. 

19 Eafterly. 2N. W. 

20 N.E by E. 3 N. W. 

21 EN. E. 4203 Es 

22 N. E. by N. 5 5. W. by S. 

23): 6N, W. by N. 

24 N. 7N. W. 

25 Northerly. 8 W..N. W. 

26 E byN. 9 Eafterly. 

27 Welterly. F moon 10 W.N W. 

28 N. W. by W. 11 W.S. W. 


Moderate; the river is broke open, tide 10 feet. 


Tides height 


Wet EN’ Des: in feet. 
Fune 12 E. afrefh gale 10 = 
13 N,N. Eq ditto: 
14 N. by E. moderate 12 
15 W. veered much 12 
16 W. moderate Ii 
Evening tide 10 + 
17 S. moderate tenet 
18 N. by W. a frefh gale II 


The tide ebbs out lower fince the river broke 
open than any other time a-year. 
19 S. moderate 
20 W. moderate, did not mind the 
tide’s height 


2 


a1 W.N. W. a low tide 
22 N. moderate, tide height not obferved 
22 W.S. W. moderate 9% 


‘The 
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The tide ebbs out now as it generally does all 
the year. 


Heal IN 2. Tides height 
in feet. 
Fune 24, N.N.W. a brifk gale II 
New moon. 25 N. W. by N. ditto 
26 W. moderate II 


Evening tide 11 
27 N. W. by N. blows frefh II 
28 


P| 


N. W. by W. moderate Il < 
Evening tide 12 
29 Southerly, moderate 12 
30 N.N. W. a brifk gale 13 
Fuly 1 Northerly, a brifk gale 13 
2S. W. by S. moc'erate 
3 Northerly, moderate Il z 
4.N.E. by E. moderate li 
5 Eafterly, blows frefh 12 
6 Eafterly, blows hard il > 
7N. by E. a frefh gale Tl = 
8 Wefterly, moderate Il = 
g W. N. W. moderate 12 
10 Wetterly, ditto Il = 
11 Wefterly, moderate Li 
Evening tide 13 + 
12 Northerly, blows freth 14 
13 N. E. blows hard 15 
i4.N. E. moderate IZ 


15 N. E. by N. a frefh gale 
16 Southerly, moderate 

17 Southerly, ditto 

18 N. E. by N. 

19 Wefterly. 

20 W. by S. 

218. by E. 


(O50) 


I am employed fo much in other bufinefs that 
I cannot take the particular height of the tides, 
but they are moderate. 


WIN D S. 


Fuly 22 Northerly. 

ROUN ais 

a4 N. E. 

At this time I was engaged in founding Nel- 
fon-river. 

25 N. E. by E. little wind and veered 
much. With fuch veerable winds the tides are 
always low here. 

26 Southerly, a fine gale 

27 Southerly, ditto 

28 Wefterly, veerable 

29 Eafterly, blows frefh 

30 Southerly, moderate 

ot Oo. W. a fine. breeze 

Auguft 1 Wefterly, moderate and veerable 
2 Northerly, blows frefh 
3S. W. afine breeze and veerable 
4.N. N..W. moderate and veerable 
5 Wefterly, moderate and veerable 
6S. W. a fine gale and veerable 

The Hudfon’s-bay, captain Fowler came into 
the river. 

7S. W. veerable 

I was difcharged out of the fort and went on 
board the fhip for England. 

Tue nights of the sth and 6th September 
1745, the tide flowed higher than the proper 
fprings; the moon feven days old. 20th Sep- 
tember 1745, tide flowed 13 feet 7 inches. At 
this feafon the higheft tides are often five or fix days 
after the full or change of the moon, occafioned by 
hard gales in the N. W. quarter. 
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